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fore the unwarrantable anger of his own child. Yes, even in 
his sorrowful plight, he is cursed, stoned, and maltreated by 
those whose benefit he had planned, fought, and suffered for 
a whole lifetime. Yet, in bitterest affliction David was pa
tient. Rightly then does Holy Church today, on the feast of 
St. Charles, close the Introit of the Mass with the exclama
tion : “ O Lord, remember David and all his meekness.”

David’s kingdom prefigured another realm more extensive 
and more spiritual, the Messianic kingdom, the reign of Jesus 
Christ in the hearts of men and the government of Christian 
souls through the One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church. 
The kingdom of Christ on earth, like that of David, has had, 
indeed, its difficulties at all times. Roman persecutions were 
for it what the inroads of the Philistines were for David. Mo
hammedanism, like the Moabites of ‘old, had to be repelled. 
Vandals, like the Ammonites, and Huns, like the Jebusites, had 
to be reduced to submission. Like the kingdom of Israel be
fore Absalom’s revolt, the Holy Catholic Church was on the 
high road to new growth and additional splendor, when in the 
16th century, a cherished son of her bosom, with ingratitude 
blacker than that of the ignoble Absalom set up the standard 
of rebellion.

Martin Luther had received from the Church of Christ 
favors greater by far than those Absalom owed to his indul
gent father, David. In the life-giving waters of holy baptism 
Luther had been regenerated to spiritual life; he had been 
marked as a soldier of Christ by the bishop’s hand in con
firmation; and at the Table of Holy Communion he had tasted 
how sweet the Lord is. Under the auspices of Holy Church, a 
brilliant education had been afforded him ; he had been invested 
with the monastic habit; aye, even raised to the dignity of the 
sacred priesthood. Yet, he turned his back on his good 
mother, the Church, more shamefully than Absalom had done 
in regard to his generous-hearted father, David. By throw
ing off the beautiful moral restraints of the holy Catholic 
religion, Luther, with all the villainy and with the success 
of a treacherous Absalom, enticed the hearts of many to join 
his standard till, in some quarters at least, it could be re-


