
26 THE PROSPECTOR

firmament of the afflicted Church and sweetly sent their wel
come rays through lowering clouds of heresy and schism 
the most brilliant was St. Charles Borromeo. Likened is he 
to Ethai the Gethite, the most loyal of the devoted bodyguard 
of the overwhelmed King David. When Ethai was advised 
by David not to neglect his own safety, the spirited reply re
turned was: “ As the Lord liveth, and as my lord the king
liveth, in what place soever thou shalt be, lord my king, 
whether in death or in life, there will thy servant be.” Such 
was the fealty of Ethai toward David; such, in like degree, 
was the fealty of Charles Borromeo toward Christ and His 
spouse on earth, Holy Church. Charles Borromeo was ever 
the faithful servant of Christ, unfalteringly loyal at a time 
when loyalty was rare, ever indefatigable in work of the sacred 
ministry, at all times unflinching in the exercise of his arduous 
duties as a consecrated bishop of souls.

Since the memory of David is suggested to us today, by 
holy mother church, in the Introit of the Mass in honor of 
St. Charles, I shall ask you to consider one more striking 
incident in the life of that patient and long-suffering king; and 
we shall gather therefrom, by way of comparison, a more vivid 
conception of the service rendered by our holy patron, St. 
Charles, to the glorious spiritual kingdom of God’s Holy 
Church of which the kingdom of David was only the type or 
figure. After David had been anointed and publicly pro
claimed king of Israel his inveterate enemies, the Philistines, 
grew more unrelenting in their fury and redoubled their efforts 
to bring about the destruction of the king whom the Lord had 
chosen. David, in his distress, takes refuge in the fortress 
of Odollam, overlooking the royal city of Bethlehem, and there 
he awaits the result of siege with all its deprivation and un
certainty. He looks out on the valley beneath him and sees 
it filled with a most formidable enemy. And just beyond the 
serried ranks of the opposing forces, was the dear old gate of 
Bethlehem with its famous well of refreshing water. And 
David longed and said: “ That some man would give me a
drink of the water out of the cistern that is in Bethlehem by 
the gate.” Thereupon three valiant men, who were princes 
among the king’s followers, stood out from among their com-


