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advantages you are now enjoying, but before your hair be
comes silvered and thinned you will have abundant reason 
to rise up in your gratitude and bless the memory of those 
who made it possible for you to acquire the education you are 
now receiving.

Happily, Catholic education, in this diocese, is thoroughly 
organized, presenting all the advantages of a well defined 
system. We are so fortunate as to possess all the depart
ments of Catholic education from kindergarten to college; 
and the institution that crowns the system and is destined to 
send down its inspiration into all other departments, most 
fittingly bears the name of him who battled for the principles 
upon which our beloved Mount St. Charles is based as upon 
a rock more impregnable than Gibraltar, as enduring as the 
eternal foundations of our divinely established Church.

St. Charles is our model, not only in his commendable 
enthusiasm in providing the young with the benefit of a 
Catholic education, but what is more, he himself was the type 
of the Catholic manhood he strove so hard to mold, the type 
of the Catholic manhood that our college of St. Charles aims 
to produce,—the man of duty. St. Charles saw his path up 
the steep hill where duty lay; he faltered not; he reckoned 
not with hardship; his was to do or die. He courageously 
visited all the parishes of his vast jurisdiction, laboring un
ceasingly for the spiritual good of his flock, deeming it the 
greatest happiness that could befall him if he lost his life 
carrying the consolations of religion to souls for whom Christ 
had died. So neither the horrors of plague nor even the 
assassin’s gun could turn our Saint away from the rough path 
where duty lay.

Gold is tried in the furnace, and just and heroic souls, like 
St. Charles, in the crucible of hardship and suffering. St. 
Charles stood the test, and came forth from the ordeal twenty- 
four carat fine, ringing quick, true, and sure to every test of 
genuine worth. As his whole life was one continuous effort 
to slake the thirst of his Divine Master for the souls of men, 
especially of young people, so he had at times to endure perse
cution every whit as appalling as that David’s three valiant 
captains encountered when they broke through the enemy


