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between their king and the coveted waters of Bethlehem. His 
weapons were not, indeed, spear, or sword, or rifle; nor did 
he rely upon brawn. St. Charles girt himself for the fray with 
truth, having on the breastplate of justice; his feet were shod 
with the preparation of the gospel of peace; his were the shield 
of faith, the helmet of hope, and the sword of the spirit, which 
is the word of God. Thus accoutered, did St. Charles battle 
for God, for Church, for the Catholic education of the young.

This diocese of Helena, this great State of Montana has 
need of heroes and heroines, of heroes truer, bolder, and more 
indomitable than were the valiant captains of David’s army. 
Heroes and heroines of the cross are needed, heroes of the 
type of St. Charles Borromeo who, in season and out of 
season, will stand by principle and uphold right, who will 
spend and be spent that the kingdom of God and the reign 
of Jesus Christ be more and more extended upon the earth. 
Where are such heroes to be nurtured, trained and equipped 
for the fray, if not in our own dear College of Mount St. 
Charles. The warfare in which we are engaged is not phys
ical. It is rather moral, wherein a man’s worst enemy is 
himself. This is the enemy that, strange to say, stands out 
in fiercest opposition to us. But we, as soldiers of the cross, 
know that we have to deny ourselves; as Catholic Knights we 
are determined to rule our passions, and thus reach the very 
pinnacle of heroism, for says Holy W rit: “ Better is he that
ruleth his spirit than he that taketh cities.”

This was the victory, the victory over self that induced 
the Lord to make with St. Charles a covenant of peace. And, 
on account of the Saint’s extraordinary heroism in conquering 
self, the Lord made him a prince that the dignity of the priest
hood should be his forever. Students of St. Charles, there 
is your model, the holy patron of your beloved Alma Mater. 
Study his plan of action in the light of the age in which he 
lived. Imitate the sterling virtues of his strong, noble char
acter, and with you also the Lord will, undoubtedly, make a 
covenant of peace, consequent on your self-conquest; and who 
knows but in due time the same good Lord will, moreover, 
make at least some of you princes of His sanctuary that the 
dignity of the priesthood may be yours forever.
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