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THE BALLOT.
H E R E  is no more kingly act of Freedom than the 

Freem an’s vote, because by the use of the ballot 
he has power over the life and death of the state. 
It is a power in the hands of an honest and in
telligent voter, it is a privilege of which any man 
m ight be proud, but above and beyond all, it is 

a most sacred duty which he has to discharge to his country.
The ballot is, indeed, a powerful w eapon; but power and 

weapons are dangerous unless he who possesses them is thor
oughly convinced that he is the recipient of a trust, that a 
confidence has been placed in him, and that he is responsible 
to a Higher Power for the proper discharge thereof. If the 
voter uses his ballot honestly and intelligently it makes of him 
a king. W ith it he makes his country’s laws, protects the 
weak, and sets wrongs to right. But he must not use it for 
personal gain or party aggrandizement. It must and ought 
to be used for the public good.

If the voter lacks patriotism, our free institutions are 
threatened with destruction by the use of the ballot. If he 
considers it his personal property and not his personal re
sponsibility, then it is a menace indeed. Does the American 
voter respect the ballot as he should? Cast a look over the 
field of American politics and answer the question satisfac
torily to yourself. Are there not times when its power is 
flaunted and its sanctity violated by unworthy citizens ? W hat 
is the pledge of our liberty and equality if not the ballot, 
When every man, be he rich or poor, can have a voice in the 
government of his country, he is by that fact the peer of any 
citizen, no m atter who he may be. This is his inalienable 
right. But the golden days of American Freedom will have 
begun to wane, when this right is abused, and then a line of 
demarcation will be drawn between the classes.

W hat is its signification since the world began? W hat 
was the desire and ultimate aim of the Greek who lived under 
the oppression and tyrannical governments of usurpers? W hy 
was the Magna Charta brought to the tyrant at Runnymede, 
who wept while he was forced to sign away his unlimited


