
34 THE PROSPECTOR
power? W hy did men give up their lives, some on the gib
bet, others on the battlefield, and others still pined away in 
captivity or were burned in torture? All this, and more, was 
done for liberty; but liberty is nothing more or less than the 
right to vote.

If there is any guarantee that we shall continue as a 
nation, it is the pure and proper use of the ballot. Used con
scientiously, it increases our independence; abused, it will sap 
up the life-blood of the nation our fathers died to free from 
the thraldom of tyrants. W e admire the man who at the first 
sound of the drum takes up arms in defense of his country; 
but he who by the ballot fights the battles of peace against 
civic evils is no less a patriot.

Peace does not assure the perpetuity of our nation. If 
we look over the pages of history, we find that corrupt politics^ 
luxury, indifference with regard to the ballot, were the great
est enemies of every nation in which they existed. I t  needed 
only the invader to assume the supremacy and the demoralized 
nation had to yield. In this, as in other things, history re
peats itself.

W hat, then, are we to think of the infamous man who 
sells his vote? W hat are we to think of the still more in
famous man who with brazen insolence buys away the man
hood and womanhood of the nation? Corruption at the poll
ing booth is a greater menace to the life of our nation than 
an invading army in all the clank and array of its death
dealing implements. The professional politician who plays 
the part of broker at the polls should not represent the free
dom-loving American citizen. He cannot uphold the prin
ciples of good government and at the same time tam per with 
a most sacred duty which each man must discharge for the 
greater good. Like a traitor, he considers self first; while 
God is in reality first, and country should be next in the 
heart of every honorable patriotic man.

There is another class of voters delinquent in the supreme 
duty of patriotism. I t  is composed of citizens who neglect 
to vote. Such persons point the finger of scorn at politics and 
politicians. They may be independent from a financial stand
point, and as frequently happens, they may possess culture


