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of Columbus, November 13. In appreciation of his distin
guished service in the soldiery of Montana as chaplain of the 
Second Montana regiment, a purse of $500 was presented to 
him and many glowing tributes eloquently expressed by mem
bers of the order in honor of his record.

The event occurred at a meeting of the order, after the 
business session, when Grand Knight Herfurth yielded the 
gavel to Past Grand Knight William Gleason, who took charge 
of the proceedings, and in a speech marked by classic elo
quence and genuine regard made the presentation. Mr. 
Gleason’s address contained the following:

“ Very Rev. Fr. McMullen, chaplain of the Second Mon
tana : There are times in the life of every man when he is
forced to violate the precepts of Christianity and envy those 
who are endowed with that which he has not. I find that this 
occasion is such a moment, for I long for the wisdom of the 
sages and the eloquence of Greece that I might adequately ex
press the welcome which goes forth to you tonight from the 
hearts of those who love you and who are proud to call you 
brother.

“ You come to us garbed in the raiment of the apostleship 
of Christ; but you needed no such habiliment, for the beauty 
of your soul gleamed in the light of your eyes and the glory of 
your smile, when you wore the uniform of your country, the 
same as it does tonight. You answered the call of a nation 
and marched away to the strains of the wild, weird music of 
war, with the same calm cheerfulness, that you ofttimes an
swered the cry of the individual in his last dark hour.

“As an angel of mercy, robed in the uniform of a soldier, 
you risked your sanctified life in the cause of your country. 
You are tonight a living example of the patriotism of the 
Catholic people. It was with saddened hearts that your 
brothers in this great order saw you fade into the distance, as 
you answered the call of destiny and journeyed to the land of 
the southern cross.

“ You have been spared to the world, which could ill afford 
to lose you, and for this and for the personal gratification and 
delight your safe return gives to every member of this order


