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With sorrow we record the death of Sister Cornelia, who 
figured in the pioneer history of Mount St. Charles College. 
Anent her demise the following letter was received from the 
Right Reverend Bishop Carroll:

THE BISHOP’S RESIDENCE 
720 Madison Avenue, Helena, Montana 

Rev. Peter F. McDonald, Vice-President,
Mount St. Charles College,

Helena, Montana.
Dear Father Macdonald:

Just to remind you that Sister Cornelia, whose death at 
Denver has been announced, was in a way a founder of the 
College. At my urgent request, she began in September, 1906, 
to board at St. John’s Hospital the out-of-town students of St. 
Aloysius Institute, to which in 1905 I had added the first year of 
the High School course. The large and increasing attendance of 
boarders thereafter, made me think of more ambitious accommo
dations, and in September, 1910, Providence leading the way, 
Mount St. Charles College was opened. It would, therefore, be 
only an act of gratitude, if a solemn requiem Mass were sung 
at the College and the students received Holy Communion in 
a body. Very sincerely yours,

JOHN P. CARROLL,
Bishop of Helena.

When, about ten years ago, Bishop Carroll established the nucleus 
of a diocesan college, the Sisters of Charity  of Leavenworth not only 
sent a most efficient body of teachers to look after the curriculum of 
studies of the St. Aloysius Institute, but, moreover, they accommodated 
the authorities of the new school by boarding the students at St. 
Jo h n ’s hospital. All  during those years of the existence of St. Aloysius 
Institute, Sister Cornelia was superioress of the hospital.

T h e  good nun provided for the boys not only when they were well 
but also when they were ill. It was especially when the young lads 
happened to be sick that she cared for them with a mother’s devotion 
and thus won their esteem and admiration.

On one occasion, Sister Cornelia, in her solicitude to please the 
boys, went to town on a shopping trip at the time of the year when a 
certain rare and expensive article of diet was in season, and, planning 
on having a variety,  she bought an amount and had it served to the 
boys next day at dinner, but they did not recognize the dish and im 
mediately unfavorable judgment was passed upon it. Sister Cornelia, 
anxious to know how the new dish was liked, made her appearance in 
the refectory during the dinner, and, seeing the food untouched, in 
quired how they enjoyed it. Then the joke leaked out that the boys 
were afraid to “ take any chances” on something new. After  the s itu 
ation was explained, they helped themselves, ate and relished the 
novel, costly purchase, to their  hearts’ content.

T h e  esteem in which Sister Cornelia was held, even by the suc
cessors of those for whom she provided, was attested Wednesday m orn
ing, October 3, by the large number that assisted at requiem high mass 
in the college chaoel and approached Holy  Communion.

Rev. John J.  T r a c y  celebrated mass assisted by Rev. C. A.  Scullon, 
deason; Rev. P. Casey, subdeacon, and Rev. N. C. Hoff, master of cere
monies. Requiem high mass was sung by the college choir under the 
direction of Rev. James H.  O ’Neill.

A t  the end of mass Father T r a c y  paid a noble and well deserved 
tribute to Sister Cornelia. H e drew from the occasion the profitable 
lesson of gratitude and commended prayer as the only means now left 
of manifesting the appreciation of grateful hearts toward a departed 
benefactress. May she rest in peace.


