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Ryann's Rant:
Grateful Saints

Let me preface this article by 
saying that I am a grateful saint.

If not for scholarships and the 
generosity of Carroll’s donors, I 
would not be graduating in May; I 
would never have come back after 
freshman year; I would not have 
received the education I did.

As it turns out. Carroll is a school 
that fosters not only educational 
excellence, but charity as well. And 
I, along with many other Carroll 
students, was fortunate enough to 
reap the benefits of such.

BUT, 1 was also forced to take 
out several student loans as well. 
And now I am asked to give back 
to Carroll, to donate $20.13 so that 
other Carroll students can have the 
same opportunities that I did.

In all honesty, this is not a large 
sum. Granted, it is almost a tank of 
gas; it is two days worth of food; it 
is almost one whole month of heat 
for my apartment. And for a student 
like me who works two jobs and 
still lives paycheck to paycheck,
$20 is a lot of money. But that 
money is also someone else’s edu
cation. So, IF 1 can, I will scrounge 
up $20.13 for someone to go to 
Carroll who otherwise wouldn’t 
be able to afford it because I know 
exactly how it feels not to be able 
to afford college.

But wait! They want more!
Not only am I as a graduating 

senior asked (begged, expected) to 
give $20.13 to the Grateful Saints 
Fund, I, as a graduating senior, will 
also be asked to donate once again 
to Impact, possibly before I even 
receive my diploma.

“I have a friend who was called 
for a donation less than two weeks 
after he graduated." said Kath
erine Azurdia, a senior finance 
major from Vacaville. Calif. "He 
was called before he even got his 
diploma.”

I am already in debt for attend
ing Carroll. We all know the cost of 
attendance, so I will not relay the 
thousands of dollars of debt I and 
many other seniors have incurred to 
attend Carroll. The phone-a-thoners 
who will be calling every graduate 
know the tuition and living ex
penses associated with college. Are 
you seriously going to call us, less 
than a year out of school and ask 
for money when wc haven’t even 
paid off our loans?! When most of 
us don’t even have a steady source 
of income?!

I mean. I get it. This is how 
universities work. They need dona-
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Carroll Implements housing changes

Raven Dryden

Lead Writer

Housing lottery numbers are 
out and roommate searches 
have begun in expectation of 
campus housing sign-ups.

The sign-up process will be 
held on April 6th in the upper 
cube from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
Community Living staff along 
with Community Advisors will 
be present.

“As our enrollment has 
grown we have more students 
who want to use on-campus 
[housing] than we have room 
for,” said Dr. Jim Hardwick, 
vice president of student life.

To project the allocation 
of rooms on campus, student 
life and community living 
have had to take estimates for

different retention rates of the 
current freshman class and 
three different projections for 
the incoming freshman class 
into account.

“In crunching the numbers 
we are trying to anticipate a 
typical retention rate,” said 
Hardwick of the unpredictabil
ity in the number of students 
who will need to be housed on 
campus.

Hardwick confirmed that 
there is enough space on cam
pus for all current freshmen 
to live on campus next year as 
well as the incoming freshman 
class.

The incoming freshman 
class of 2017 will be housed 
in Guadalupe Hall and St. 
Charles. Housing for the 
sophomore class of 2016 will 
be available in St. Charles, 
Borromeo and a limited

number of double-occupancy 
rooms in Trinity.

“Current sophomores, 
juniors, and seniors have 
the choice to live in campus 
housing in Trinity Hall and 
Borromeo Hall as housing is 
available,” stated Hardwick.

Current sophomore Sarah 
Grover, a nursing major from 
Portland, Ore., is hoping to 
live in Trinity next fall. She 
wants to stay connected with 
her peers, stay involved on 
campus, and have the conve
nience of on-campus living.

Availability for upper
classmen housing depends 
on students lottery numbers 
Hardwick said.

“We won’t have as many 
beds on campus to house all of 
them.. .and that is why we are 
building apartments,” Hard
wick said.

During their February meet
ing, the Board of Trustees 
approved the proposal to build 
the first phase of campus apart
ments.

The apartments will be lo
cated adjacent to the engineer
ing building looking out over 
Centennial Park. The plan is 
to break ground this spring and 
“have them ready for occu
pancy May 2014,” according 
to Hardwick.

When Carroll students were 
polled last fall, living in apart
ment style housing was the 
main reason why people were 
moving off campus.

“I would say that in gen
eral it is a positive thing for 
juniors and seniors to live off 
campus.. .you have the fact 
that living off campus there is 
more of a transition to what 
it will actually be like paying
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Public relations class helps promote Helena parks
Nate Kavanagh

StaffWriter

Public relations students at Carroll are 
working with the City of Helena Parks 
and Recreation Department to promote 
and publicize Centennial Park.

The park is undergoing many changes 
and is located east of campus behind St. 
Charles Hall.

The class is acting as its own public 
relations firm this semester working on a 
project that will “directly affect the Car- 
roll community,” said group leader Matt 
Christiaens, a sophomore psychology 
major from Valier, Mont.

Along with the existing softball fields 
and running trails, many more amenities 
will be added to the park during the next 
year including volleyball and basketball 
courts.

“There is so much more that students 
will be so close to and able to use,” said 
Christiaens.

Real-world experience and application 
is a major advantage of this class for stu

dents. Students have been learning public 
relations theory all year and can now “ap
ply it towards an actual campaign,” said 
adjunct professor Maggie Long.

“My hope is that students will benefit 
because of their community involvement 
outside of the classroom,” Long said.

Long has been teaching public rela
tions at Carroll since 2008 and said this is 
the first time the class has worked with a 
government agency.

In the past, this class has worked on two 
projects with two different Helena entities, 
including Headstart and the Archie Bray 
Foundation.

“There are so many opportunities with 
the Helena Parks project,” said Long. “I 
thought it would be best to focus on one 
client.”

Christiaens admitted that working on 
this project is more stress fill than projects 
for other classes.

“Not only do we have a grade to worry 
about, but we have a product that the city 
of Helena also needs to be proud of,” 
Christiaens said.

This project is “exciting because Cen
tennial Park is developing in Carroll’s 
backyard,” said Long. It will not only

benefit the Carroll community, but also 
the greater Helena community.

“It’s rewarding to know that the work 
the class is putting into promoting the 
park will directly affect Carroll students in 
the future,” said Christiaens.
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