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The Carroll Crazies, led by sophomoreTyler Zimmer are bringing back a legacy that started overten years ago. Saints Football won the NAIA National Cham
pionships every year the original Crazies were at Carroll. Photo by Carly Garrison

Long live the Crazies
Raven Dryden

Lead Writer

A group of energetic and oul- 
going students have banded 
together this fall to bring 
Carroll students to Saints 
games once more.

They call themselves the Carroll 
Crazies. A namesake of the student led 
cheering section with a rowdy past, a 
group known for their eclectic outfits, 
wild enthusiasm and unconditional ruckus 
support of Carroll athletics.

It is that legacy -  the joy and fun of 
college game day -  that Tyler Zimmer, 
president of the newly reestablished Car- 
roll Crazies, hopes to resurrect.

“[There are] so many vibrant personali
ties at Carroll that can be loud and proud.” 
said Zimmer of the potential the Carroll 
student body has for a great cheering 
section. Zimmer is a sophomore chemistry 
major from Bellevue, Wash.

The Crazies came to the first home 
volleyball and football games of the year, 
staking their spot in the front rows of the 
stands and cheering until voices were 
lost. At the time of his interview with The 
Prospector. Zimmer was battling a sore 
throat from leading Crazies cheers.

"I think it will catch on really fast and

"I encourage you to 
read this column, size 

up my argument, and 
discuss it with 
someone else. 

Jay Bouchard 
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people will love it -  I already do.” said 
Jonathan Kujawa, a senior mathematics 
major from Sacramento. Calif. Kuja
wa added they need just a couple more 
energetic people spread throughout the 
students.

The group is waiting for 
approval from the Asso
ciated Students of Carroll 
College (ASCC) to become 
an official club at Carroll.
The decision will be made 
at the first ASCC meeting at 
the end of this month.

Zimmer and friend A1 Mi
chael Olszewski recognized 
the need Carroll had for a 
student cheering section last 
year after attending a basket
ball game.

It is the same sentiment 
that motivated Brent Kon- 
ing and a group of students to start the 
Carroll Crazies in 2002 (their freshman 
year) after attending a pre-season football 
game. Originally from Portland. Koning 
was used to the hype of the Oregon Ducks 
student section. He estimated there were 
maybe 20 students in attendance that day.

Then and there Koning and his friends 
made a decision. They went and bought 
all the white T-shirts they could at Wal- 
Mart. Using homemade stencils and spray

"It started out 
as something so 
homegrown and 

organic."
-Brent Koning,

Crazies founder

paint they started T-shirt production on the 
residence floor of 3rd Main in St. Charles 
Hall. They knew of a group that had 
called themselves the Carroll Crazies in 
years past, a name adopted from the Duke 

University students the 
"Cameron Crazies.” Little 
is known about this first 
group and their contribu
tions to athletic events and 
the student body.

In an age where e-mail 
was still very new. anyone 
at Carroll could send an 
all-student email.

So, Koning and his friends 
did.

They invited every student 
to come up to 3rd Main and 
make a Crazies T-shirt for 
five dollars to wear at the 
second home football game. 

He estimated they made over 300 T-shirts 
before the next game.

What followed is nothing short of crazy.
"All decked and camoed out we 

knocked on every single door on campus 
telling people to come to the game.” Kon
ing said in a phone interview earlier this 
month. Koning. who graduated in 2006 
now works for Microsoft in Seattle.

The student force awed the crowd.
Gars Tumcott. head basketball coach at

"Our goal is to win the V 
frontier conference... 
with this group of girls I 

definitely think that is possible" 
Tessa Neameyer 
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the time, approached Koning and offered 
to sponsor T-shirts for the cheering stu
dents if the Crazies agreed to be at every 
basketball game that season.

Koning and his buddies agreed. He de
scribed their mission: “.. .create as much 
stuff as possible, and get it to as many 
people as possible, and charge people a 
buck.”

The T-shirts helped the student section 
gain momentum and strength. Carroll 
Crazies T-shirts, body paint, outrageous 
purple and gold gear and a ridiculous 
amount of energy for the game made the 
Crazies easily identifiable among Saints 
fans.

Koning's mother even made him a pur
ple and gold cape at his request.

The football team won the NAIA 
National Championships in December of 
that year. Koning and some of the Crazies 
were there, having fundraised to get to 
Tennessee.

The Crazies exceeded their promise 
to Coach Tumcott. They were present 
at every volleyball, women's and men's 
basketball game that year and in subse
quent years.

“It started as something so homegrown 
and organic.” Koning said when describ
ing the evolution of the group.

Call it coincidence but Saints football 
won the NAIA National Championships

More Crazies on page 3

"We lost some key 
athletes this year." 
Coach Dave Morris
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