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Saints officially 
add men's soccer, 
women's softball

Nate Kavanagh

Co-Editor

Carroll Athletic Director Bruce Parker 
announced on Tuesday, Feb. 4 the addi
tions of men’s soccer and women’s soft- 
ball to the list of Saints’ athletic programs. 
The announcement came during a press 
conference in the PE Center. President 
Tom Evans also spoke at the conference.

“We do want to move fast,” said Parker. 
The two new sports will begin this coming 
academic year. The men’s soccer team 
hopes to complete a full schedule this fall 
with the women’s softball team looking to 
compete in the spring of 2015.

Parker hopes to have both head coaches 
hired in 3 weeks and stated that finding 
coaches is the “number one thing we have 
to do right now.” The new coaches will 
begin recruiting and building schedules 
right away. Women’s softball will recruit 
a minimum of 22 athletes for its first year, 
while men’s soccer will recruit a mini
mum of 20.

The men’s soccer team will practice at 
a field at Centennial Park and play games 
at Nelson Stadium. The women’s softball 
team will practice and play on a diamond 
at Batch Fields one block north of the PE 
Center.

"We are very excited about where we're 
going with these programs," concluded 
Parker.

Committee 
considering 
plus/minus 
grading system

Dane Bullen

Staff Writer

Lead Writer

“I said, ‘Is there electricity at Carroll 
College? ’and he said, ‘Ma'm, I  don’t 

even know if  there is a Carroll College.
There has been an explosion and I need to 

clear the line, ’andhe hung up, ”
related Candie Cain, Carroll College director of develop
ment and alumni, about a phone call with the Montana 
Power Company.

So began the shock, confusion, awe. and gratitude expe
rienced in Helena 25 years ago. February 2, 1989.

Some 360 women in Guadalupe Hall woke to an outburst 
that shattered their curtained windows.

It was 4:58 a.m.
The college students stumbled into the hallway.

Shocked, confused and cold they fumbled through the dark
ness searching for the resident assistant’s door.

At 4:48 a.m. a 48-car train had soared backwards into 
Helena, striking a three-locomotive working train resting 
on the tracks. A small burst from a propane-fueled switch 
heater resulted from the crash.

Ten minutes later a ruptured tanker car earn ing tons of 
hydrogen peroxide exploded, shaking Helena residents 
from their sheets.

“ft was a traumatic experience,” said Ed Noonan. “For a 
brief time it was very frightening, there was a real un
known.” Noonan is a professor at Carroll and executive 
director of the Myma Loy Center.

Noonan was the resident director of St. Charles Hall in 
1989. Startled from his sleep by the second explosion, he 
dressed quickly -  not even removing his pajamas.

Noonan began triage. The power was out and phone 
lines were down, but a campus phone line between the resi
dent directors of each campus building still worked.

“Within moments we knew things were bad at Guad.’’ 
Noonan wrote in an account of his experience that morning.

Immediately he sent half the St. Charles resident assis
tants to Guadalupe Hall.

Hours later in the daylight people would assess the de
struction across the Carroll campus.

“ft was raining metal shrapnel, and there were even some 
pieces as large as whole wheels and other train parts blown 
around town,” recounted Monsignor Joseph Harrington in 
an email describing his experience.

More Train wreck on page 7

Raven Dryden

The Policy Committee is considering 
changing the grading system at Carroll 
College to include plus and minus grades.

Members of the coimnittee include 
Cathy Day, associate academic dean; 
faculty representatives; and student 
representative Emily Dean, president 
of the Associated Students of Carroll 
College. Students’ opinion on the matter 
will be represented by Dean’s sole vote 
on the committee. The measure must be 
approved by the Policy Committee then 
voted on twice by the faculty at large.

If enacted, the change would go into 
effect as early as Fall Semester 2015,
Day said. The computer system would 
need to be updated to handle the new 
grades.

/More Grading system on page 5

Megan Mclnnis

(Top) On February 2,1989, a train caused an explosion that shattered many of the windows in Guadalupe 
Hall. (Bottom) The explosion occurred In sub-zero temperatures causing displaced Carroll students to bun
dle up In buildings around campus and the Helena community. Photo by Gene Fischer, Independent Record
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fulfills dream of 
volunteering 

abroad. Kalee
Junkermeir 

and the Saints take on 
Rocky at home Feb. 6
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Men's basketball 
continues to make 

adjustments as 
conference play 

continues.
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Blast from the past
25th anniversary of one of Carroll's biggest disasters


