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Nursing department celebrating 40 years 
as successful baccalaureate program

Raven Dryden

Lead Writer

Nine hundred and twenty-seven.
The three-digit number, almost in the 

thousands, is circled on a scrap of lined 
notebook paper the size of a business card.

The number: 927, was written quickly. 
You can tell because the tail of the two 
looks as though the writer was already on 
the next thought.

927 people have graduated with a 
baccalaureate nursing degree from Carroll 
College since the program began in 1973.

“Think about the number of lives 
touched by 927 baccalaureate prepared 
nurses,” said Dr. Jennifer Elison, depart
ment chair of nursing. “It makes you stop 
and be in awe of the power we have to do 
good in this world and impact the health 
of this world.”

Elison will add 36 to that number come 
graduation in May and replace the old slip 
of notebook paper on her “inspirational”

bulletin board.
There are more than 3.1 million 

registered nurses in the United States, 
according to a 2011 statistic reported on 
the American Association of Colleges of 
Nursing website.

The website continues to explain that 
nurses are the largest single component of 
hospital staff and the primary providers of 
hospital patient care.

“Nurses are so integral with patient 
care because we bridge the relationship 
between the doctors and the family,” said 
Annie Young. Young graduated in the first 
class of baccalaureate nursing students 
from Carroll in 1977. She is a registered 
nurse and teaches as an adjunct professor 
in the nursing department.

“They are the connection between the 
science and technology and the human 
focus, the human touch, the people,” said 
Elison. She described nurses as, “The first 
line of defense.”
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Helena native selected as 
Carroll's first softball coach

Campus apartments named St 
Matthew & S t Catherine o f Siena

Nate Kavanagh

Co-Editor
Carroll Athletic Director Brace Parker 

announced Tuesday that Aaron Jackson 
will be the college’s first softball head 
coach. The decision came after tluee 
finalists visited campus last week.

“He [Jackson] brings a great love of the 
game, numerous recruiting contacts, and 
a passion for Helena and our institution,” 
said Parker.

“To be the first head coach in Carroll 
College history for softball is just out
standing,” Jackson said.

Jackson is a graduate of Helena High 
whose coaching career began when he 
started coaching his sister’s Helena ASA 
team. He then went on to become an 
assistant coach at Missoula Sentinel High 
School and eventually an assistant at 
MSU-Billings. Jackson is now leaving 
his head coaching post at Eastern Oregon 
University to start the new Saints pro
gram.

“I’m so happy to be here,” said Jack- 
son. "Carroll College exudes excellence.
I know that we will be successful here.”

Jackson will be coming to Carroll with 
a plan for recruiting stating he wants to 
start by looking “right here on campus” 
and then begin looking around the state of 
Montana. Having been the head coach at 
Eastern Oregon for three years. Jackson 
has resources outside of Montana he will

Aaron Jackson
be able to utilize as well.

Jackson understands the importance 
of academics and will be searching for 
“high-academic kids.” During Jackson’s 
time at Easton Oregon, he had multiple 
players earn Academic All-Conference 
honors.

Recruitment will not be the only thing 
on Jackson’s plate upon arrival. “We need 
to begin the scheduling process an create 
support for the program right away.” 
added Jackson.
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Nate Kavanagh

Co-Editor
Community Living announced last 

week the names of the new campus apart
ments on the eastern edge of campus.
The building closest to the engineering 
building was christened St. Catherine of 
Siena while the other building was named 
St. Matthew.

“It’s exciting to see all of the positive 
energy surrounding the apartments,” said 
Jim Hardwick, vice president of student 
life.

The committee for the apartments 
developed a naming strategy and was 
interested in naming the buildings after 
saints. The committee is made up Hard
wick, Community Living Director Mau
reen Ward. Vice President of Finance and 
Administration Lori Peterson, Controller 
Kari Brustkem.. and Facilities Director 
Butch Biskupiak.

The committee "looked at doing home
work for patron saints of academic areas 
Carroll excels in,” said Hardwick.

St. Matthew is the patron saint of bank
ers. businessmen, and accountants, while 
St. Catherine of Siena is the patron saint 
of nurses.

“We wanted to have meaningful ex
amples.” said Hardwick of the buildings’ 
namesakes. He went on to talk about the 
notion of try ing to be “very intentional in 
finding saints students could learn about

and that could be be role models for 
students.”

The committee also wanted to select 
names that were going to be successful, 
adding students can call the buildings St. 
Matt's and St. Cate's.

Future plans include adding four more 
apartment buildings. Those will be added 
based upon demand. “The plan is to 
assess how popular they are and what our 
need for apartments will be.” said Hard
wick. He noted the committee would like 
to have the humanities, natural sciences, 
and social sciences represented in the 
building names and would like to have 
one male and one female represented in 
each pair of buildings.

The committee chose not to pick names 
for the future buildings as the ideas 
surrounding names may change in the 
future. He added Fr. Marc Lenneman 
was very helpful in naming the buildings 
advising “sometimes saints find us.”

The Student Life office has seen a 
steady flow of students in the last week 
with students selecting their apartment 
unit for the coming year. “I think we’re 
going to end up with a lot of happy stu
dents,” stated Hardwick.

Students living in the apartments will 
sign 12 month leases March 31-April 7 
and can move in after graduation in May. 
Those students will remain until after 
graduation in May 2015. "It is a very' stu
dent friendly schedule,” said Hardwick.
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"I realized that 
you can design 

your life."
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I encourage students 
to learn as much 

as possible about 
other countries and 

cultures and not 
always listen to 

the media." -
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