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Graduating Saints look to the future
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Clockwise from top left: Elena Rickman, Ashley Smith, Allison Sexe, Megan Mclnnls,TashaZoanni, Cori Losing, Klana Howerton, and Kacey Gollehon graduating seniors.

Nate Kavanagh

Staff Writer

On Saturday. May 16. the floor of the 
PE Center will be filled with 299 can
didates for graduation, a slight increase 
from last year's 282.

"There is a real excitement in the air,” 
said Registrar Cassie Hall in reference 
to graduation. “It is definitely a campus 
wide effort,” said Hall, who was quick to 
recognize other offices around campus 
for their respective roles throughout the 
weekend.

Prior to commencement, seniors must 
attend the mandatory graduation rehears
al on Friday, May 15 at 1 p.m. in the PE 
Center. The rehearsal will be followed 
by the President’s Toast on the steps of 
St. Charles. The toast will include the 
unveiling of the Class of 2015 bricks and 
the filling of the class time capsule.

The next day will be highlighted by 
the Baccalaureate Mass at the St. Helena 
Cathedral at 10 a.m. and commencement 
at 2 p.m.

The graduation ceremony will feature a
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keynote address from Jack Hanna, student 
address from Jay Bouchard, student and 
faculty award presentations, and most 
importantly the presentation of diplomas. 
Hall anticipates the ceremony to last ap
proximately two hours.

Hanna was selected to speak by the 
Board of Tmstees, while Bouchard was 
selected through nominations from gradu
ating seniors.

“It’s a privilege to represent my class 
and I’ll strive to do so with humility and 
poise,” said Bouchard, an English major 
from Goffstown, N.H. “The Class of 
2015 has been instrumental in my forma
tion and I can’t wait to celebrate together.”

After gaining experience as co-editor of

The Prospector this year, Bouchard will 
continue his education at Northwestern 
University’s Medill School of Journalism.

Student awards to be presented include 
the Bishop Gilmore Memorial Award for 
outstanding scholarship and the Michael 
Murphy Memorial Award for outstanding 
citizenship.

There will be seven recipients of the 
Gilmore Award, which is based on aca
demic achievement. One student will be 
presented the Michael Murphy Award, a 
prestigious honor in memory of a de
ceased Carroll student. These awards are 
kept secret until announced at commence
ment.

What did the 299 candidates for gradua
tion study, where did they come from, and 
what do they hope to do? The Prospec
tor tracked down the answers to these 
questions to give the Carroll community a 
brief look at its most recent graduates.

Science and medically related disci
plines remain the most popular degrees

among Carroll College graduates. The top 
five degrees earned by the Class of 2015 
include: biology (46), nursing (36), health 
sciences (30), business (26), and elemen
tary education (19).

Anthrozoology is an emerging degree 
at Carroll with 17 students completing 
course requirements for it. This is a big 
increase from 2014, according to Hall 
who believes the program is still growing.

Taylor Stewart, a senior from Coeur 
d’Alene, will graduate with degrees in 
both biology and theology. After leaving 
Carroll, Stewart will continue her pur
suit of becoming an OBGYN or family 
practice doctor at the University of 
Washington School of Medicine. With big 
plans ahead, “the atmosphere and all of 
the people at Carroll” is what Stewart will 
miss most.

While Stewart seeks to help families 
from a medical perspective, graduating 
senior Cori Losing hopes to help families 
from a legal perspective. Next fall, the

political science major from Cut Bank, 
Montana will be attending the University 
of Montana School of Law.

“I’m attending law school to further 
pursue my goal of one day trying cases 
that deal with child abuse and domestic 
violence,” said Losing.

Before hitting the books again in the 
fall. Losing is looking forward to explor
ing Europe with a couple of friends on a 
two month backpacking trip.

Of the 299 participants in graduation. 
226 are completing their degree require
ments this May. There are 11 who will 
finish in July and 46 students who will 
earn their degree in December. The 
remaining 16 participants are those who 
finished their degree requirements in 
December 2014.

More than one in three students partic
ipating in commencement will graduate 
with honors or with distinction. Native 
Montanans total 132, or 44 percent, of 
this year's commencement candidates.


