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Track nationals
Megan Mullaney

Staff Writer

There are 13 Saints qualified for the 
Outdoor Track Nationals meet hosted in 
Gulf Shores, Alabama on May 21-23.

As of April 22, the men were ranked 18 
and the women 15 in the overall national 
standings. Due to not having a meet the 
weekend before, the rankings were posted 
it caused our teams to fall in the rankings.

The track team has participated in five 
meets so far and still has two more to go 
before the nationals meet.

The athletes who have A qualified for 
nationals are Stephen Delaney in the 400 
meter hurdles; Leah Esposito in the 1500 
meters; David Thor in the 1500 meters; 
Rhianna Grossman in the 3,000 meter 
steeplechase; Mallery Knoll in the 400 
meter hurdles; Lyle Pocha in the 1500 
meters; Beaugh Meyer in shot put; Josh 
Seebeiger in javelin; Sandy Torres in the 
800 meters; Crystal Schmidt in javelin; 
Kara Barth in the 400 meters.

There are also three B qualifiers. Alexis 
Gerry in javelin and hammer throw; Da
vid Barnett in javelin; Rhianna Grossman

in the 5,000 meters. The women’s 4x400 
meter relay team also has the B qualifi
er. Those athletes include Knoll Barth, 
Marisa Sanchez, and Brianna Olson. The 
men's 4x100 meter relay got the B qual
ifier. Those athletes were Kyle Nickol, 
Ben Cutler, Brian Ustick, and Stephen 
Delaney.

"Qualifying for nationals is a huge 
relief. Each track meet is another chance 
to be the best you have ever been,” said 
Meyer. “When the day comes, you can't 
help but feel a sense of accomplishment 
and share that feeling with teammates."

There have been many more tremen
dous results from other people on the 
team that show them close to qualifying. 
Hopefully with the next two meets, the 
Saints can get more qualifiers to Alabama.

"lam  very happy about how this 
outdoor season is going. Having only 
competed in two meets so far, I am 
thrilled to have qualified for nationals in 
the steeplechase so early,” said Grossman. 
“As a team we have already qualified sev
eral athletes, and I'm looking forward to 
seeing many more Carroll athletes qualify 
during the next few track meets.”

David Thor competes for Carroll.

Golf prepares for conference championship
Derek Sherlock

Staff Writer

Carroll College golf sits in fourth place 
in both the men's and women's com
petition as they head into the Frontier 
Conference tournament on April 28-29 in 
Phoenix.

During the April 14-15 Westminster 
Frontier Invitational at Talons Clove 
Golf Course in Saratoga Springs south of 
Salt Lake City both teams straggled and 
could not catch a break due to the blustery 
winds. The tournament was started earlier 
than scheduled to try to beat the anticipat
ed wind but the early start did little to help 
the situation. The national weather service 
had a high-wind warning for the area and 
it was justified.

"We've played in some really difficult 
conditions but this was pretty crazy," head

coach Bennett MacIntyre said. "It was 
five hours of continuous wind. The wind 
was at 20 miles per hour when we got to 
the course and it picked up throughout the 
day. By the end of the round it was sus
tained wind of 40-50 miles per hour. My 
hat is off to my players for sticking it out."

The first day of the tournament turned 
out to be a bit of a battle for both teams. 
Senior Jackie Mee from Libby. Montana 
straggled early on the course but found a 
rhythm on the back nine.

"Jackie played really well after the 
turn," said MacIntyre. "Her front nine 
wasn't the best. She had a tough time 
chipping and putting but got into a groove 
later in the round. She put herself in a 
great position to make the All-Conference 
First-Team with a strong round tomor
row."

Mee was tied for sixth place, six shots

off of the lead with a nine-over 81 to lead 
the Carroll women and Colin Gunstream 
from Missoula, Montana was in sixth 
place after hitting a two-under 70 in the 
second round. His two-round total is 145.

"Colin had a great second round." said 
MacIntyre. "We will need him to perform 
well at the conference tournament and this 
was a good indication of what he can do. I 
am excited for him to close out his senior 
season playing his best golf."

The Carroll men took fourth place with 
a three round total of 933, 69 strokes over 
par. Gunstream was 13 over for the tour
nament to finish 13th.

Senior Connor Hausauer from Boz
eman, sophomore Justin Galiher from 
Missoula, and freshman Chase Daskalos 
from Albany, Oregon all finished in the 
top 20 tied at 18th with a 236, 20 strokes 
over par.

On the women's side, the Saints tallied a 
two-round 701. Mee took sixth place with 
a 161, 17 strokes over par.

Senior Amanda Roberts from Helena 
finished in the top 20. Freshmen Rachel 
Miles from Carson City. Nevada had a 
great performance for the Saints with a 
172, which was good enough for 12th 
place. Right behind her was sophomore 
Lexi Pvette from Great Falls in 13th place 
with a 174.

Despite the tough weather conditions 
seniors Gunstream and Mee were deter
mined to overcome the challenge.

"Both seniors, Jackie and Colin, played 
well.” said MacIntyre. “You can tell that 
they really want to finish off their careers 
strong. As a team we are doing a lot of 
good things. But we have a lot of work 
to do to between now and the conference 
championship."

Men's basketball program taking strides
Zayn Kirkendoll

Staff Writer

In just two short years, the Carroll Col
lege men’s basketball program has gone 
from the laughing stock of the Frontier 
conference, to a team that has captured the 
respect of many people through out the 
nation.

This season set the stage for the 2014- 
2015 Saints to make a huge jump that 
not many people expected. The underdog 
Fighting Saints posted an unprecedented 
18-11 record, taking fourth place in the 
Frontier conference, hosting a home play
off game and getting national attention by 
receiving votes to be ranked in the top 25.

During the 2012-2013 basketball 
season, the Fighting Saints posted a 2-23 
record. The future of the program looked 
dim and a change in culture, as well as 
leadership was much needed.

Then came along Dr. Carson Cunning
ham. a high school basketball coach at 
Andrean High School in Indiana. Even 
though Cunningham had no experience 
coaching at the college level, his resume 
was quite impressive.

“My wife and I had basically just 
decided to see about college coaching, 
and I knew about Carroll,” said Cunning
ham when asked about his decision to 
throw his name into the hat of perspective 
coaches. “I knew its (Carroll’s) strong ac

ademics and knew it had a great athletics 
tradition, and I knew Montana was a beau
tiful state so that excited me.”

In addition to playing for Big 10 
conference powerhouse Purdue Univer
sity, under the command of legendary 
coach Gene Keady, Cunningham had 
turned around the Andrean High School 
basketball program. When he took over, 
the school was in a similar situation as 
Carroll. Cunningham took the reigns on 
a program that was 2-19, a similar record 
to the Saint’s. His final season as the high 
school’s coach, he led the squad to a 22-4 
season.

Taking a risk, Carroll decided to lure 
Cunningham and hand him a program that 
so desperately needed to rebound. Seems 
like that choice lias been a good one thus 
far.

In Cunningham’s first season, the 2013- 
2014 Saints ended the year with a 9-19 
record. Looking at the overall situation, 
nine wins may not seem like a lot. but it 
was a huge success for the program.

The program not only improved in 
the win column, but the culture was also 
visibly changed. When asked about the 
transition from high school to the college 
level. Cunningham stayed true to his 
approach with the program.

“In a lot of ways, my approach was 
very similar, but obviously you’re dealing 
with more mature adults in college,” said 
Cunningham. “The biggest adjustment

was being able to find guys who would 
thrive at Carroll and recruit them, which 
was awesome to be able to choose your 
players for your program.”

The scrappy Saints doubled their win 
total from the previous year, and won six 
times as many games as in the 2012-2013 
season.


