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Football players prepared for real world
11

Zayn Kirkendoll

Staff Writer

The Carroll College football program is 
one of pride and prestige on the field. But 
when the last touchdown is scored and 
the last tackle is made, the lights fade thus 
leading the players to make career choices 
once their time on the field comes to an 
end.

Players that fall under this category in
clude linebacker Sean Blomquist and wide

receiver Anthony Clarke. Both were stars 
on the field for the Fighting Saint’s pro
gram and look to continue their success 
through the next years of their lives.

Looking to obtain a degree in Sociology 
with and minor in Business Administra
tion, the Helena product Blomquist is 
striving to continue his football career 
either in the United States or Canada, but 
also has a back up plan.

“My contingency plan is to pursue 
medical sales. I am currently in a intern
ship in the area and I really enjoy it,” said

Blomquist.
Clarke is also aspiring to play in Canada 

next year like Blomquist.
“Hopefully in the next year I am either 

playing professional football in Canada.” 
said Clarke. “I have been training this 
spring for a tryout in May for the Calgary 
Stampeders.”

But of course, the dream of playing pro
fessional football is one that many carry 
and is hard to achieve. Clarke, a business 
major with concentrations in sport man
agement and marketing from Blackfoot.

Idaho, understands this and his back up 
plan allows him to stay in the realm of 
sports, which he loves so dearly.

“I have acquired an internship with the 
Helena Brewers this baseball season. The 
internship is a way for me to get my foot 
in the door with sports and hopefully be 
able to transition after my internship to a 
real job with an organization.”

Both players have been as successful off 
the field as they have on the field. Head 
football coach Mike Van Diest has been 
instrumental in disciplining these two and 
preparing them for the next level in their 
careers, whether that be in football or 
another profession.

“As a student-athlete, I have had to 
manage my time and be more account
able. I think there are many tilings you 
can learn from a sport that pertain to the 
professional world.” said Blomquist.

“Coach Van Diest makes sure that we 
know football is now but it may not be a 
forever so he does a good job of prepar
ing us for the real world.” added Clarke. 
“He’s making sure we can be successful 
men that represent Carroll College no 
matter where we are.”

While both of these seniors do not ex
actly know where they will be next year, 
one thing that is for sure is that they are 
prepared for whatever comes their way. 
Best of luck to these two individuals. The 
future looks promising for the both of 
them.

Carroll offense scrimmages against its own defense in front of a packed stadium.

Softball's inaugural seasonSaints Athletics 
wins 2014-2015 
Bandy Award

Carroll Sports Information

Carroll College was named the winner 
of the 2014-15 Bandy Memorial All- 
Sports trophy for the 11th time the Fron
tier Conference announced today.

"Winning the Bandy award is a tme 
testament of all the hard work put in by 
our student athletes and coaches," Carroll 
athletic director Curt Apsey said. "It 
exemplifies the incredible support that 
Saints Athletics receives from campus 
leadership, our faculty and staff and the 
entire community of Helena. It truly is an 
overall team effort by all involved with 
our athletic department."

Carroll earned regular-season confer
ence championships in football and men's 
cross country to lead the Saints to the 
victory.

Carroll finished with 112.5 points 
followed by last season's Bandy winner 
Rocky Mountain College with 102.5 
points. Westminster College, in their final 
season in the Frontier Conference, fin
ished third with 100 points. Lewis-Clark 
State was fourth with 92.5 points, then 
the University of Great Falls with 84.5, 
Montana-State Northern with 44. Montana 
Tech with 38, Montana Western with 31, 
Southern Oregon with 12, Eastern Oregon 
with 10 and College of Idaho with seven 
points.

The Saints' 11 Bandy Awards are the 
most in conference history'. Rocky and 
Montana Western are tied for the second 
most Bandy Awards with six each. Mon
tana Tech has four, Lewis-Clark State has 
three and MSU-Northern has two.

The Bandy Award is presented each 
year to the conference school that has 
accumulated the most points based on its 
league finish in football, men’s and wom

en's basketball, men's and women's cross 
country, soccer, women's volleyball, and 
men's and women's golf.

The conference champion receives 17 
points and the points decrease for each 
place after first with 12 points for sec
ond. 10 points for third, nine points for 
fourth, eight points for fifth, seven points 
for sixth, six points for seventh and three 
points for eighth.

If there is a tie in the regular season 
standings, the points for the place finish
ing are added together and divided by the 
number of teams that tied. An example 
would be if two teams tied for first they 
would each receive 14.5 points (17 + 12 
divided by 2 = 14.5) while the next place 
finisher would be awarded the third place 
points.

The conference features five members 
in all sports: Carroll College, Montana 
State-Northern, Montana Tech, Montana 
Western and Rocky Mountain. Three 
schools in all sports except football: 
Lewis-Clark State, University of Great 
Falls and Westminster College. College 
of Idaho, Eastern Oregon University and 
Southern Oregon University are confer
ence members in football only.

The Bandy Award was first presented 
after the 1982-83 season with Western 
Montana College (now Montana Western) 
winning the award.

The all-sports trophy is named in honor 
of the first commissioner of the Frontier 
Conference, George Bandy, his wife Cher
yl Ann and their 8-year-old son Michael, 
whom they had adopted two weeks earlier. 
The family died tragically in a boating ac
cident in the summer of 1982 when their 
14-foot sailboat overturned in high winds 
on Canyon Ferry Reservoir near Helena, 
Mont.

Derek Sherlock

Staff Writer

The Carroll College softball team had 
a split weekend of doubleheaders against 
the University' of Great Falls Argos on 
April 25-26 to close out their inaugural 
season.

The team split the doubleheader with 
the University' of Great Falls on Saturday 
earning a 3-0 shutout in game one before 
falling 6-2 in game two on Saturday.

"We played well all day," head coach 
Aaron Jackson said. "We cleaned up 
our defense and continued to hit the ball 
hard."

The Saints were led offensively in game 
one by junior Kinley Pope from Charlo. 
Montana who was 3-for-3 and senior 
Maddie Jones from Stevensville. Montana 
who was 3-for-4. Allison Bayer a fresh
man from San Pedro. California contin
ued her strong play. She was l-for-4 but 
tallied two RBIs on a go ahead home run 
in top of the third inning.

The offense did enough but Megan 
Gipe the sophomore from Trabuco Can- 
yoa California pitched one of her stron
gest games to date. She struck out four 
and allowed just two hits in the shut out.

"Megan Gipe threw a great game,

Pitcher Megan Gipe winds up.

giving up only two hits and getting the 
shut out." Jackson said. "That was the best 
game Megan has thrown as a Saint. She 
threw hard and had great spin."

The Saints took a two-mn lead in the 
top of the fourth inning of the second 
game. Pope was 2-for-3 in game two and 
scored the first mn for the Saints.

The Argos took the lead in the bottom 
of the fourth with a grand slam from 
Mindy Larson. UGF scored two runs in 
the fifth inning but the difference was the 
grand slam.

"The difference in game two was UGF 
was able to get a ball over the fence," 
Jackson said. "We had our chances to take 
control of the game and just couldn't get 
the big ML"

Sunday afternoon’s doubleheader ended 
the season with two loses at the hands of 
the University of Great Falls. The Argos 
won game one 5-3 and game two 4-2.

Jones hit a solo home run to get the 
offense going. Two batters later, freshman 
Taylor Ostwald from Billings, Montana 
hit a two-run jack to cut the UGF advan
tage to 4-3 but that is all of the offense the 
Saints could muster in game one.

Game two didn't begin well for the 
Saints. UGF's Larson scored on an error 
in the bottom of the first inning to give the 
Argos the 1-0 lead. They grew the lead 
to 3-0 with two mns in die bottom of the 
fourth.

The Saints answered in the top of the 
sixth with a two-run home run from Bayer 
to cut the deficit to 3-2.

The Saints end the first year in program 
history at 13-27, an admirable record for 
a first-year squad chock-full of freshmen. 
Included in those 13 wins is a five-game 
win streak and a win over 15tli-ranked 
Concordia (Ore.).

Jackson and his young squad are ready 
to get back to work as the Saints prepare 
to join the Cascade Conference with a full 
season of experience under their belts.

"Today closes the first chapter in Carroll 
Softball history and I couldn't be more 
proud of this team," said Jackson on 
Sunday. "They proved to everyone that 
they can play with the best in country. We 
gained valuable experience that will help 
write chapter two and the work begins 
tomorrow on chapter two."


