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Since freshman year. I’ve been hunted 
down by the former Prospector editors 
asking me to grace the pages with my 
writing, so it is only fitting that as an 
upcoming junior, I will be taking charge 
of this glorious paper. I’m so honored and 
truly tickled to take on this extraordinary 
responsibility. This passing of the torch 
would not be complete without a proper 
thanks to the former editors, the staff, and 
of course, Brent Northup. staff advisor 
of The Prospector. Two years ago,
Nate Kavanagh and Ashley Smith were 
instrumental in moving the paper forward 
and in encouraging me to become a part 
of the staff.

The most recent editors. Svdne Cook 
and Jay Bouchard, have provided me with 
an excellent ground to stand on. and their 
support has been invaluable, even in the 
production of this issue.

The staff has been a huge blessing in 
obvious ways; without their motivation.

talent, and eagerness to tell stories, this 
paper would be blank. Finally. I would 
not be your Editor in Chief without the 
guidance and wit of Brent Northup. So 
who exactly has he chosen to manage this 
newspaper?

I hail from Petaluma, California, the 
former poultry capital of the world. 
Petaluma is commonly referred to as 
Pet-a-llama, because of all the random 
llamas frolicking in the various sprawling 
fields. So yes, I grew up surrounded by 
llamas and chicken coops. I’m a political 
science major, with a double minor in 
constitutional studies and English writing.

I am also half Armenian, and it just so 
happens that last Friday was the 100th 
anniversary of the Armenian genocide.

Although many fail to recognize this 
massacre as the genocide that it was,
Pope Francis made a statement in early 
April, stating that it was indeed genocide. 
Although this recognition reached those

in the Roman Catholic and Armenian 
Orthodox faith, it just about stopped there. 
Turkey’s Chief Cleric and the UN still 
refuse to call it genocide.

After promising to acknowledge this 
tragedy as genocide, President Obama still 
has not fulfilled this pledge to those of 
Armenian descent.

In an attempt to realize the catastrophic 
measure of this genocide, approximately 
1.5 million out of a total population of 
2 million Armenians were tortured and 
killed. As heavy of a topic this is, I feel 
passionate that it is an event that should be 
recognized and respected.

There was a genocide presentation 
last year that showcased the tragedies 
of multiple scarring events, such as the 
Holocaust, the Rwandan Genocide, and 
the Armenian genocide. So why not this 
year? Genocides are too dreadful to be 
forgotten. This is just one example of 
student- administration interaction that

I’d like to promote through the newspaper 
next year.

The Prospector exists as the only outlet 
for students, edited by students, that 
allows us to share our views about Carroll 
and the wider world. As editor. I want 
to challenge this campus to think about 
issues that really matter.

The Carroll community is so well 
established, and I’d like to encourage 
interactions that can keep both the 
students and the administration connected 
through this timeless medium.

Thank you for reading and I hope to 
cany on the marvelous tradition of The 
Prospector with grace and good grammar.

Lock and load.

Jessica Salmassian
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Letter from a student
Mary Moriarty

It is hard not to have noticed the in
creased presence of the topic of sexual as- 
sault/liarassment around campus. From the 
sexual harassment panel on March 25th. 
to the campus climate on sexual assault 
survey, to the "not asking for it” posters 
now hung in each building, it is clear that 
there are people on our campus committed 
to igniting this conversation and promot
ing change. I want to take this opportunity 
to say how impressed, and even relieved 
I am to see individuals as well as groups 
like the “It’s On Us” campaign begin to 
attack this problem. However, as in any 
situation, we can do better.

Last Month, all athletes, community 
advisors, and peer ministers attended “By
stander Training” for dealing with sexual 
assault. The rest of the student body was 
not made aware of or invited to this 
workshop. I believe that the decision to 
only include select groups in this training 
illustrates a major judgment error on the 
part of the decision makers.

In responding to the sexual assault 
survey I spent over fifty minutes trigger
ing painful memories of the all-too-many 
times I have been personally confronted 
with the issue. After that, I spent an entire 
sleepless night mulling over what more I 
could have done on different occasions to 
help a friend, acquaintance, or stranger. 
Despite all this contemplation, I came up 
blank, because even in retrospect I don’t 
know what the best response would have 
been. Which leads me to my point that I 
would have jumped at the opportunity to 
be bystander trained and I think it would 
be incorrect to believe that there are not

other students who feel the same.
Beyond just who was excluded from 

this training it seems decision makers also 
neglected to consider the implications be
hind the groups they did choose to select. 
Yes. it makes sense for CAs and peer min
isters to have extra training in the subject 
because of their intimate peer leadership 
roles, but what message did it send to the 
football team by making their attendance 
at the workshop mandatory? Are we 
saying we believe they are the most likely 
offenders? Or is the school simply lining 
up one way of defending itself in case a 
Duke Lacrosse or University of Montana 
football scandal were to arise? I like to 
think that our school makes decisions 
based on every students' needs, not based 
on efforts to secure good publicity with 
the students most tied to the Carroll name, 
but in this situation it is unclear which was 
the priority.

Again, there is exceptional work being 
done to combat sexual assault and harass
ment on our campus. Selectively inclusive 
bystander training, however, is one area 
in which our institution fell short of its 
potential. Carroll missed an opportunity to 
reach out to as many students as possible 
and in doing so, send the right messages 
to our student body.

Dr. Hardwick has said that the training 
will be offered again in the fall, but this 
time open to all students. I will hold the 
Student Life Department to this promise 
and look forward to attending in the next 
semester.


