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Forensics team travels to wild Alaska

The Talking Saints enjoy a day in the Alaskan air. photo courtesy of Brent Northup.

Anna Hoerner

Staff Writer

Eleven members o f the Talking 
Saints team went to national tourna
ments on the weekends o f April 4-6 
and April 11-13. Three students went 
to the American Forensics Associ
ation-National Individual Events Tour
nament and eight attended the United 
States Universities Debating Champi
onship.

"It was fun to see new pieces and 
get to talk to students outside o f our 
region," said Desirae Kivett, a junior 
history and political science major 
from Spokane, Washington. "We saw 
a lot o f really different topics and 
perspectives."

"Competition was amazing and 
so tough," said junior education and 
English major Hanna Hillier from 
Jerome, Idaho. "I'm really blessed to 
be able to be a part o f something like 
NIET and to compete with the best in 
the nation. I leam more each year I 
go, and I'm so motivated to find my 
pieces for next year. For my senior 
year I'm going all out."

Kivett and Hillier went to the 
AFA-NIET tournament along with 
junior Anna Hoemer, a communica
tion and political science major from 
Spokane, Washington. Kivett and 
Hillier each qualified three events and

Hoemer qualified two events for the 
AFA-NIET tournament.

Professor and Forensics coach Brent 
Northup also received his 25 Year 
Award at the AFA-NIET. The award 
signifies his commitment to forensics 
and his students through 25 years of 
attendance at the AFA-NIET.

"Alaska was beautiful, I fell in 
love," said freshman Becca Poliquin, 
a communication and English major 
from Hamilton, Montana. "I loved the 
freedom and adventure o f the whole 
trip-and the unity."

"We saw tons o f mountains and 
native Alaskan wildlife," said Jake 
MacDuff, a freshman business major 
from Preston, Washington. "Anchor
age had a really cool coast."

"The competition was tough but 
friendly," Poliquin said. "I learned 
more than I won."

MacDuff agreed, saying "the com
petition was quite good."

Six other students attended USUDC. 
Among them were freshmen Freddy 
Gray, a political science and inter
national relations major from Idaho 
Falls, Idaho; Ton Hill, a biology major 
from Sidney, Montana; Luke Kendall, 
a bio-chemistry major from Ste- 
vensville, Montana and juniors Nick 
Fuller, a business major from Seattle, 
Washington, Ryden Meyer, a commu

nication major from Portland, Oregon, 
and Mark Schmutzler, a political 
science major from Helena.

The Carroll students did not win 
awards at this year's nationals, by 
Hanna Hillier missed quarterfinals by 
the narrowest o f margins, and Carroll's 
top world debate team-juniors Ryden

Meyer o f Portland and Mark Schmut
zler o f Helena- was in contention until 
losses in the last preliminary rounds to 
Yale, Cornell, and Stanford.

Dr. Colin Irvine hired as new VP 
of academics, dean of college

Jay Bouchard

Staff Writer

On Monday, April 20, President Evans 
announced that Dr. Colin Irvine has been 
hired as the new vice president for aca
demic affairs and dean of the college.

When Dr. Paula McNutt resigned at the 
end of the fall 2014 semester, the posi
tion was left 
open and over 
the course of 
this semester 
a committee 
comprised of 
Carroll faculty, 
staff, board 
members, and 
one student 
conducted a 
search for a 
new VPAA.

“We were 
fortunate to 
have a number 
of very quali
fied applicants 
who brought a 
variety of dif
ferent skill sets 
and qualifica
tions to the ta
ble,” President 
Evans wrote 
in an email 
to all Carroll 
employees.
“[Dr. Irvine| 
rose to the top 
because of his 
demonstrated 
ability to inspire, build consensus, and 
produce results, couple with his leadership 
experiences most closely aligned with 
Carroll’s current strategic interests.”

Dr. Irvine currently is an associate 
professor of English at Augsbum College 
in Minneapolis, Minnesota. He earned his

Ph.D. in English from Marquette Univer
sity in 2002, an M. A. in American Studies 
from Notre Dame in 1993 and a B.A. in 
English and history from Carroll in 1991.

“To have a chance to return to Carroll 
and to give back to the school by serving

its faculty, 
staff, and 
students is an 
absolute dream 
come true. 
Carroll is such 
an incredibly 
special place, 
and it’s one 
that changed 
my life in ways 
I can hardly 
put in words” 
Irvine shared in 
the president’s 
announcement. 
“And while 
there are many, 
many things 
that make it 
unique, I be
lieve strongly 
that the key 
to the col
lege's success 
has been and 
remains its 
dedicated and 
caring profes
sors. I am thus 
very eager to 
work closely 

with them and with the entire staff to build 
on Carroll’s rich traditions and to make 
the most of the exciting opportunities 
before us.”

Irvine’s official start date is July 1, but 
he will be on campus in May for com
mencement.
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Dr. Colin Irvine, vice president of academic affairs and dean o f the college. Photo courtesy of Jay Bouchard.


