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Pilgrims saddle up for journey to Rome
Jay Bouchard

Staff Writer

On May 17, a group of 21 Carroll 
students will leave Helena to make 
a 10-day pilgrimage to Assisi and 
Rome, Italy.

The pilgrims will spend their first 
four days in Assisi and the remaining 
six in Rome. In Assisi, the group will 
encounter the 12th Century Umbrian 
city graced by the spirts of St. Francis 
and St. Claire. In Rome the students 
will journey to Vatican City—the 
home of the Catholic Church.

“I feel beyond blessed to be given 
the opportunity to deepen my faith 
while journeying to the heart of the 
Church,” said Ella Goodwyn, a senior 
health sciences major from Lew- 
istown, Montana. “This pilgrimage 
will be a perfect ending to my college 
career. My journey at Carroll has been 
one of physical, mental, and spiritual 
growth. I can’t think of a better way 
to culminate my time at Carroll.”

The pilgrimage is led by Father 
Marc Lenneman, college chaplain and 
director of campus ministry, and Katie 
Murray, associate director of campus 
ministry'. The students will be joined 
by six other members of the Carroll 
community.

Kyle Baker, chief of staff, Cheri 
Long, director of the Artaza center, 
Cheri’s husband Dan Beadle and her 
son Levi, Allen and Linda Padgett— 
close friends of Carroll College—and 
Preston Antilla, class of 2014, will 
make the pilgrimage as well.

Everyone making this pilgrim
age has been preparing since early 
December. The students and staff 
members have been meeting regularly 
to discuss the meaning of pilgrimage 
and to better prepare their hearts for 
the gifts that await them in Italy.

“It’s going to be powerful,” said Ty
ler Zimmer, a junior math and chemis
try major from Bellevue, Washington. 
“In college it can be really tough to 
emphasize prayer every day, but in 
Italy I know I’ll have time to focus 
on prayer and be in the moment—it 
will help me jump start my prayer life 
for the summer and for the rest of my 
life.”

“This pilgrimage is an opportunity 
I knew I couldn’t pass up,” Zirmner 
added. "Hopefully I can score a selfie 
with the Pope.”

Father Marc and campus ministry 
have led a pilgrimage to Italy every 
other year since 2010. Interestingly, 
this year’s pilgrimage marks the first 
time they have made a pilgrimage in 
consecutive years. Due to increased 
student interest and a mission trip to 
Guatemala planned for 2016, Carroll’s 
campus ministers decided it best to 
return to Italy in 2015.

"This will be the fourth Carroll 
pilgrimage to Italy since 2010," Fa
ther Marc said. "Each one is radically 
unique as there are different graces 
God wishes to give to the respective 
pilgrims. I do know this, however: 
whether our journey is as smooth as 
a Steph Curry step-back three or as 
sporty as a DeAndre Jordan foray to 
the free throw line, all of us will be 
invited to walk with Jesus in a pro
foundly life-changing manner. We'll 
be blessed to let His love transform 
our hearts, to contemplate the beauty 
of the Catholic Church as it actually 
is, and we'll be taught (or reminded) 
that Carroll College is most itself 
when it is close to the heart of the 
Church from which it came."

Last year's pilgrims in Rome. Photo courtesy of Jay Bouchard.
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