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Sabrina Harding has a personality as 
colorful as her hair, which rainbows envy.

Sabrina is a senior theatre major with 
minors in English writing and psychology.

“I ’m an avid traveler, and I enjoy 
working with my hands. I need to exist 
in a dynamic world, I like it when things 
shift and challenge me to find a new way 
to make the puzzle fit,” is how Harding 
describes herself.

This is an apt description when look
ing at the life she’s lived in her 22 years 
o f life. Harding has traveled the world, 
having visited 23 countries so far, many of 
them on her own.

“ I'm an urban backpacker. It's one of my 
greatest pleasures," Harding said. "I sang 
for my dinner in Ireland, danced under 
the Eiffel Tower with a stranger, slept on 
the steps o f a Cathedral in Germany for a 
night, played with orphans in Swaziland, 
bungee jumped in New Zealand, danced 
in the rain in Prague, drank snake-blood 
liquor in Japan, and that's only seven 
countries!”

Traveling is something many long to

do, but it may seem impossible due to the 
expense and lack o f opportunities. Hard
ing does not let anything get in her way of 
traveling.

“I feel at peace when I travel. People 
ask me how I do it, and the answer has al
ways been simple: it’s what really matters 
to me. It’s what I plan for, save for, dream 
about. The cliché is to chase your dreams, 
and I decided to take it seriously. I chase 
mine across the world, and it’s never dis
appointed me.”

It was that spirit of adventure that 
brought Harding to Carroll. O f all the 
places she’s been, how she ended up in 
Helena was pure happenstance.

“I honestly didn’t want to go to college,
I had no plan for my life but backpacking. 
My mother demanded I try higher educa
tion for at least a year, so I asked my lùgli 
school teachers to recommend a college 
and a major. So I applied to six schools 
with six different majors, then threw a dart 
at a map. It landed closest to Carroll. So I 
showed up here. It’s the ultimate ‘take the 
wheel’ kind o f story,” said Harding.

Her independence and spirit were chal
lenged when she first arrived at Carroll, 
because she’d already experienced so 
much o f the world prior to attending. As
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Only 63 students per year get accept
ed into the University o f Washington's 
School o f Dentistry'. Josh Osborne is one 
o f them.

Osborne is a senior pre-dental student 
from Spokane, Washington.

"I was invited by my bas
ketball coach to come in and 
check out his dental office, 
and I really liked it," he said 
when explaining how he got 
his interest in dentistry.

He has no family history 
in dentistry, but his contin
ued engagement in the field 
through internships and 
job-shadowing has left no 
doubt that this is what he 
wants to do.

"He's got the little make- 
or-break skills that a dentist 
needs to have," said senior 
pre-medical student Aaron 
Koster from Missoula. "He's 
going to do well on the 
academic side, but he's also 
a good communicator. His 
bedside manner that he has 
with patients will take him 
to tlie next level."

"I always liked the Uni
versity o f Washington as a kid. which 
is odd because all o f my friends go to 
Washington State University," Osborne 
said when speaking o f his desire to attend 
the University of Washington. "They also 
have a really good program, and the in
state tuition saves a lot o f money."

The University' o f Washington's School 
o f Dentistry is the only fully-accredited 
Dentistry school in Washington, Wyo
ming, Oregon, Alaska, Idaho and Mon
tana.

"The program I'm in puts me in Spo
kane for the first year or so, and I still get 
to check out Seattle for a couple years," 
Osborne said o f the program. After his 
first year in Spokane, he will continue the 
University o f Washington's program in 
Seattle.

Osborne was admitted to file Regional 
Initiatives in Dental Education (RIDE) 
program. The program focuses on com
munity service and encourages work in 
clinics in under-served areas. The primary 
goal o f the RIDE program is to provide 
access to dental education that develops 
dentists that will make commitments 
to serving the needs o f rural and un
der-served communities.

"University o f Washington was my top 
school, and they were 
the first ones to get back 
because their timeline 
was so ahead o f everyone 
else's. so I didn't even 
finish up the application 
process for the other 
schools." Osborne said of 
his other program appli
cations.

He also applied to 
University o f Arizona. 
University' o f Michi
gan. and University of 
Colorado. The University 
of Washington had the 
best program of those he 
applied to.

"I'll definitely miss hav
ing a best friend around." 
Koster said of Osborne. 
"We can be working hard 
in school one minute and 
file next going out and 
having fun."

"My favorite tiling about Carroll is 
the community that it lias." Osborne 
said. "Being able to go to any professor 
and chat with them, you get to know 
your professors one-on-one. I'm assum
ing there isn't going to be such a close 
relationship with professors at UW. which 
I think might make school more diffi
cult."

"Organic chemistry was hard, and 
it took a lot o f work." Osborne said of 
his least favorite class at Carroll. "And 
economics sucked. But my favorite class? 
Well comparative anatomy with Dr. Hokit 
was pretty cool."

When asked about what he is most 
excited for at University o f Washington, 
he said "I'm just excited to start my career 
path and get into what I'm actually going 
to be doing in my future."
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a European, she had different ideas o f 
personal freedom than what is accepted 
for American teenagers.

“I ’ve been told that because o f my life 
experience I should add five years to my 
age, and freshman year I felt it. It was 
kind of like being a high schooler at a 
middle school party,” Harding said.

Tilings eventually evened out and Hard
ing found a home at Carroll and, more 
specifically, in the theatre department. 
Becoming an “ accidental mentor” to the 
underclassmen is something she considers 
one of her best experiences at Carroll.

While some may think being a theatre 
major is a waste o f time, Harding dis
agrees.

“Theatre connects people," said Hard
ing. "I’ve been told that a show I directed 
or starred in changed and challenged lives. 
Psychologically theatre has an incredible 
impact on empathy and emotions in a 
community. It’s exactly where my poten
tial is best applied.”

Harding will graduate in May and will 
work as an intern for a unique and excit
ing company: Cirque Du Soleil.

“I ’ve accepted an offer to intern for a 
few months at Cirque Du Soleil’s show 
KA  at the MGM Grand in Las Vegas,

which will hopefully become a job work
ing on the Props Department for one o f 
the traveling Cirque shows,” Harding said, 
with fingers crossed.

While Harding is excited to get back to 
the cultural diversity o f a large city, she’ll 
miss the relative safety and people she’s 
met in Helena, including the roommates 
who helped make her Carroll experience 
special, as is reflected in the advice she’d 
give to her freshman self.

“Don’t be afraid to branch out. The 
friends you make in college are the ones 
you keep, but the friends you start out 
with won’t be the friends you leave with,” 
said Harding.

Harding will leave Helena, but her 
experiences and the people will remain 
with her.

The advice she’d give other theatre ma
jors are words o f wisdom all can live by:

“Be passionate, and don’t apologize. 
'Theatre people are weird' is a phrase 
tossed around a lot. That’s such a waste 
o f good vocabulary. We are vibrant, bold, 
opinionated, and unafraid, so live loud on 
and off the stage. Leam  your lines, help 
in every aspect o f the show you can, and 
don’t touch the props!”


