
Resort to The Retort 
For the first issue of the Retort, the editor would like 

to address an open letter to you, the students at Eastern 
Montana College of Education. 
Dear Students, 

Hello and welcome to our campus, rather to your 
campus. 1. say this not as a matter of formality, but as a 
genuine greeting whether you are a bewitched, bothered, 
and bewildered freshman or a suave, sophisticated, sea-
soned senior. This welcome is extended to you as an in-
dividual with certain privileges and responsibilities ex-
tended by your enrollment here. Regardless of your rea-
sons for attending Eastern or your interests, every attempt 
will be made to make you feel welcome and wanted. 

in addition to being glad that you are here, the form-
er veteran students at Eastern want to invite all of you to 
take an active part in any and all campus functions. If 
you can't or don't know what you are searching for at 
Eastern, may we suggest that you resort to your college 
paper "The Retort." Each week the paper will highlight 
important news events of the school year and pertinent 
news of interest to all students. 

If you find some situation which needs to be called 
to the attention of the student body or faculty, write a 
letter to the editor which includes your signature. If your 
reasons are justifiable and your signature appears any let-
ter of interest to the student body as a whole will be pub-
lished and your identity will be buried forever in the pub-
lications room. 

Shake off your inhibitions, take your pen in hand, and 
voice your views by resorting to the Retort. 

Status Quo 
by Barbie Huber 

Hello and a hearty welcome to everyone! The new school year 
has started off with a great big bang—it looks as though everyone 
is glad to get back to the gaiety—and chaos—of academic life. You 
may wonder how I dare make such a rash generalization. I shall 
forthwith explain. 

Firstly, enrollment in our fair school has reached new heights—
something like 1100 students. The great influx of freshmen and 
transfer students would seem to be symptomatic of something; name-
ly a muchimproved school. An increase in quantity often follows an 
increase in quality, and if you are one of the veterans of Eastern, 
you can't help but admit that this institution has in the past few years 
become one that we can be proud to call our Alma Mater. 

Another item which makes us bubble with joy is the tremendous 
turnout in all phases of scholastic activity—for example, the mixers, 
the President's reception, cheerleading tryouts, etc. Interest in drama 
—pathetically dragging previously—appears to be waxing strong. If 
you can forgive the use of a rather superstitious cliche, it looks like 
a good omen! 

Not only is the character of the student body improving. the 
physical character of the institution itself is changing for the better. 
For the first time in our history, registration was made simpler and 
less chaotic (in theory, at least) as Eastern's new IBM system swung 
into action. Approximately 20 new faculty members in the form of 
additions and replacements joined our happy family. 

The one distracting note in the melody of "look at all that's 
new" is the fact that the controversial physical education building 
which is to be built on our campus will not be erected as soon as was 
expected. It seems that the plans for the structure as submitted by 
the architects were a bit too expensive for the building budget. Un-
fortunately, this fact was not known until after several contractors 
had gone to the trouble of computing costs and submitting their bids. 
It is customary for the architects to tentatively compute the costs 
of the structures which they design. But we'll get our phys ed build-
ing yet! 

All things considered, we can look forward to a good year. 
Khrushchev is pacified, the construction trades are booming, Women's 
fashions are actually flattering, and our school is every day in every 
way growing bigger and better! 

New Faculty . • • 
—continued from page 1 

Mrs. Stephens, associate pro-
fessor of education, received B.A. 
and M.A. degrees from George 
Peabody College, and has done 
further graduate work at Colum-
bia University and the University 
of Minnesota. She has taught at 
Nashville, Tenn.. and for 11 years 
was health education coordinator 
for Day County, Tenn. 

C. Paul Thompson, instructor in 
humanities and French, earned 
B.M. and M.A. degrees at the 
University of Wyoming. He has 
taught there and for the past two 
years at Buffalo, Wyo. He has 
been an assistant director at the 
Central Choir School, London, 
England, and directed the Boys 
Optimist Choir, Laramie, Wyo. 

James W. Thompson, business 
instructor, is a certified public 
accountant with a B.S. degree 

from MSU. During the summer 
he was an accountant at Arthur 
Young & Co., Rye, N.Y. 

Winters, instructor in speech 
and forensics director, holds a 
B.A. degree from Western Mon-
tana College of Education and an 
M.A. degree from MSU, where he 
was a graduate assistant in speech 
this year. 

Intercollegiate Knights 
Plan Smoker Oct. 7 

All male Eastern students are 
invited to attend a smoker Wed-
nesday, Oct. 7, at 7 p.m. in the 
Student Union building, Hubert 
Bartlett, Duke of the Intercolleg-
iate Knights, has announced. 

One purpose of the annual fall 
IK smoker is to acquaint new stu-
dents with the activities of the 
IK's. 
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I This Week at Eastern I 
October 3-10, 1959 

Saturday, October 3 
2:00 p.m.—Football, Rocky at Eastern 
9:00 p.m.—All-College Mixer—Music 

by Teddy Doll 
Sunday, October 4 

5:00 p.m.—Lutheran Students Get-
Together—American Lutheran 
Church 

Monday, October 5 
7:30 p.m.—Student Education Associa-

tion—Multi-purpose Room, Educa-
tion bulding 

7:30 p.m.—Student Union Board —
Large Conference Room. Student 
Union building 

Tuesday, October 6 
4:00 p.m.—Spurs—Large Conference 

Room. SUB. 
Wednesday, October 7 

7:00 p.m.—Circle K—Small Conference 
Room, Student Union building. 

Thursday, October 8 
Friday, October 9 

9:00 p.m.—Mixer — Music by 
Johnny Peterson 

Saturday, October 10 
2:00 p.m.—Football, Eastern at Carroll 

Student Union Board 
Meeting Minutes 

A requisition was approved by 
the Board of Education at Helena 
to begin accepting bids for six 
tables and 36 chairs for the Stu-
dent Union building. Bids have 
also been made on a new confer-
ence table in the large conference 
room. As of yet bids have not 
been completed on rugs and furn-
iture for the large and small con-
ference rooms. 

A committee of Jim Patterson, 
Chuck Haines and Ruthann Barn-
icoat was appointed to see about 
inviting townspeople as guests to 
Eastern's mixers to help promote 
Eastern to the community. 

A dance committee of Ginger 
Ramus, Barbara Finn and Jim 
Patterson was appointed to com-
pile a form stating the duties of 
the organizations when sponsor-
ing a dance. Special guests will 
be invited to Eastern's dances as 
guests of this committee. 

Eastern will be host for the 
Rocky-Eastern football game Oct. 
3. It was decided to invite Rocky 
students as guests to this one 
mixer. They will be admitted by 
activity card only. 

There is a vacancy on the 
student Union Board because of 
the resignation of Betty Wilson. 
Applications may be picked up 
at the desk in the Student Union 
building. 

Ruthann Barnicoat 
Secretary 

EMCE Through 
Freshman Eyes 

by Joan Wagner 
Mass confusion! These are the 

words that many a freshman ap-
plies to his first glimpse of EMCE. 
Rules, regulations and a hundrel 
different names to remember race 
madly through one's mind. The 
campus appearance is regarded as 
a very lovely place in which to 
spend one's time furthering his 
education. 

The grind is on! Tests, health 
checks, registration and endless 
waiting lines took place along with 
special entertainment to welcome 
new students. Eastern's hospi-
tality is considered as most out-
standing. 

A word or two about dorm life 
—home away from home — be-
tween answering the telephone, 
entertaining fellow dorm members 
and studying, dorm life is a won-
derful experience in meeting and 
making new friends. 

As one mingled among the vast 
crowds on registration day, a 
number of new students were 
overheard to say they were ready 
to leave or else just sit down and 
cry. Seems as though, no one 
had ever been through such try-
ing experiences. All in all, reg-
istration was finally completed 
and classes began in short order. 

The whole campus is becoming 
familiar to the new students who 
are settling into a routine. Soon 
EMCE will become a cherished 
word as the reshmen embark on 
a new lffe—that of becoming a 
college educated adult. 

Majorette Tryouts 
To Be Tomorrow 

Tryouts for Eastern's majorette 
squad will be held tomorrow 
morning at 9 o'clock in the gym-
nasium, with girls interested in 
being on the squad meeting today 
at 4 o'clock in the Student Union 
lounge, Marilynn Sheard, senior, 
has announced. 

The number of majorettes se-
lected this year will depend on 
the number of girls who try out, 
Miss Sheard said. 

Majorettes will be expected to 
practice with the marching band 
on Mondays, Wednesdays, and 
Fridays from 3 to 4 p.m. Band 
credit will be available. 

Judges at tomorrow's tryouts 
will be Grant Newman, band di-
rector, Miss Angeline Ekstrand, 
business instructor, Dr. Harold 
Alterowitz, chairman of the health 
and physical education depart-
ment, Miss Sheard, and Leatha 
Nelson, former EMCE student and 
majorette. 

Symphony Tickets at $5 
Available to Easterners 

All Eastern students are being 
given the opportunity to buy a 
season ticket to the Billings Sym-
phony Orchestra at a special re-
duced rate of $5. 

The 1959-60 season of the Sym-
phony Orchestra, which is under 
the baton of George Perkins, a 
member of the EMCE faculty, will 
feature such soloists as Betty Al-
len, mezzo soprano, David Bar-
Illan, pianist, and David Abel, 
violinist. 

Arrangements for the $5 stu-
dent tickets may be made at the 
Student Activities desk in the Stu-
dent Union building. 

Polio Injection Series 
Scheduled Next Week 

The first in a series of three 
polio injections will be adminis-
tered in the Health Services de-
partment on Tuesday, Oct. 6, and 
Wednesday, Oct. 7, between 8:30 
and 10:30 a.m., Miss Bernadette 
Martin, director of health services, 
has announced. 

Second, third, and booster shots 
will also be available, Miss Mar-
tin said. Only students, faculty. 
and staff members who sign for 
this service before Oct. 6 are eli-
gible. 

New Members Needed 
For EMCE Band, Choir 

New members are needed for 
band and choir, according to 
Grant Newman, band director, 
and Harold C. Slagel, choir di-
rector. 

Newman expressed a need for 
anyone who is interested in play-
ing the tuba, French horn, saxo-
phone or clarinet. The choir 
needs boys for the a cappella 
choir and girls for glee club. 

Tours and concerts are planned 
for each group. The band toured 
northern Wyoming last year and 
performed six concerts through-
out the year. The choir held con-
certs and provided Christmas mu-
sic for the college. Similar pro-
grams will be planned for this 
year. 

Three Classes to Meet 
Tuesday for Elections 

The freshman, sophomore, and 
junior classes are requested to 
meet Tuesday, Oct. 6, during the 
activity hour, which is 11 a.m., 
Miss Carol Saunders, dean of 
women, has announced. Students 
are asked to watch the bulletin 
board for the meeting place. 

The purpose for these meetings 
will be to elect class officers, 
and to make class plans for par-
ticipation in the homecoming 
weekend. 

Library Lists Hours 
Much work was done in the li-

brary this summer, not only to 
aid students, but to improve its 
looks. Several sections of new 
stacks were added and the entire 
library floor was retiled. 

According to Chester Roberts, 
librarian, no new books were 
added this summer, as a large 
number was added during the 
winter. 

The new assistant librarian, 
Mrs. Jean Davis, teaches and 
handles the government deposi-
tory for the library. 

The library is now open the 
following hours: 

Monday through Thursday — 3 
a.m. to 10 p.m. 

Friday — 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturday — 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
New library rules will be post-

ed next week. 

fee dire e fet 2eizeueste .5euderett4 
Welcome to Eastern. 
These words represent a great deal of dreaming, planning, and 

actual physical effort for all of us. I am pleased to note so many 
returning students, as well as the unprecedented size of this year's 
freshman class. 

May I remind those returning to Eastern, and say to the fresh-
men for the first time, that a good education is hard work. You are 
over your first major hurdle when you can admit that. Eastern is 
many things: a curriculum, an armful of texts, a football schedule, 
a dance calendar, a concert. Above all, however, it is a manner of 
life you will know but once. 

Your real investment in these four years is time. The dividends 
accrue primarily through a wholehearted participation in the full 
circle of college life. Investigate a few courses outside your immed-
iate field, try a new sport, participate in some of the social, cultural 
and service organizations, challenge all ideas. 

Your college • is what you make of it. Your achievements today 
will be Eastern's traditions tomorrow. 

H. L. STEELE 
President 

* * 

On behalf of the student body, I wish to extend to you, the new 
students, a hearty welcome to our campus. We sincerely hope that 
you will have a wonderful and pleasant, but also educational stay at 
Eastern. 

Many opportunities are offered the students on campus. There 
are clubs, social activities, athletic events, and cultural experiences, 
which will benefit you. There is a field of interest for every student. 
It's up to you to take advantage of these. 

We are very proud of Eastern and know you will be too as you 
become familiar with its habits and customs. 

Always be loyal "Easternites." We hope you will do your part 
in contributing to school spirit while at EMCE. 

BILL HILTON 
Student Body President 


