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Obama's speech was shown at all of Billings's School District 2 schools. Poly Drive 
Elementary School. (Photo by Steven Pittenger) 
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By MIKE SCHRAGE 
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Intending to kick start the 
school year with a positive message, 
President Barack Obama made a 
speech that has drawn a fair amount 
of unexpected criticism around the 
nation: 

"But at the end of the day, we 
can have the most dedicated teachers, 
the most supportive parents, and the 
best schools in the world, and none 
of it will matter unless all of you fulfill 
your responsibilities. Unless you show 
up to those schools; pay attention to 
those teachers; listen to your parents, 
grandparents and other adults; 
and put in the hard work it takes to 
succeed. And that's what I want to 
focus on today: the responsibility each 
of you has for your education. I want to 
start with the responsibility you have 
to yourself," (Transcript of Obama's 
Speech, http://www.newsplex.com/ 
home/headlines/57653342.html) said 
Obama during the nationally streamed 
broadcast. 

Professor Judy McEnany, 
Associate Professor for Educational 
Theory and Practice at Montana State 
University Billings, calls Obama's 
speech "well-intentioned and 
nonpartisan." In an email regarding 
the story, Professor McEnany said, 

By BAILEY MARTIN 
Of The Retort Staff 

During its summer recess, 
the United State, Supreme Court 
gathered on August 17, to review 
Troy Anthony Davis's habeas petition. 
The court ruled six to two in favor of 
his petition and issued an unusual 
order allowing Davis another day 
in court to prove he is innocent. 

This order is unusual because 
the Supreme Court has not made 
any similar orders in nearly 50 years. 
Under this order, a federal judge 
in the Southern District of Georgia 
will hear testimony that has been 
gathered since Davis's trial in 1991. 
Then the judge will determine if 
the evidence proves that Davis is 
innocent. According to The Atlanta 
Journal-Constitution, Chief U.S. District 
Judge William T. Moore Jr. will preside 
over Davis's new evidentiary hearing. 

Davis was convicted and 

"Presidents George H.W. Bush and 
Ronald Reagan addressed the school 
children without a furor. Why did this 
happen? I wish I understood. Did 
you know that there were protestors 
outside of Wakefield High School in 
Arlington? The signs read 'Children of 
God, not Obama' and 'Obamanation'." 

One saving grace for the 
Obama camp is the fact that the 
speech was circulated beforehand, 

sentenced to death in 1991 for 
murdering Mark MacPhail, an off-duty 
police officer, in a Savannah Burger 
King parking lot. In 1989, Davis and 
a man named Sylvester "Red" Coles 
were harassing a homeless man in the 
Burger King parking lot. According 
to Time, when Davis or Coles pistol-
whipped the homeless man, MacPhail 
came to the homeless man's aid and 
he was shot multiple times. MacPhail 
had been working as a security 
officer for that Burger King that night. 

Immediately, Coles and 
Davis accused each other of shooting 
MacPhail. According to Amnesty 
International, after an investigation, 
Davis was convicted without physical 
evidence or a murder weapon 
tying him to MacPhail's death. 

According to The Atlanta 
Journal-Constitution, seven of nine  

allowing school districts to decide if 
the message was in line with mission 
statements while affording parents 
the opportunity to choose what place, 
if any, the President's speech would 
have in their children's education. 

Professor Michael Scarlett, 
one of Montana State University 
Billings's newest faculty members, 
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key witnesses have retracted their 
testimony since his conviction. Some 
of these witnesses had originally stated 
that they saw Davis kill MacPhail. 
Coles has been implicated as the 
actual killer in nine sworn statements. 

Now, only Coles and another 
person are the two remaining key 
witnesses who have not recanted 
their testimony. People have also 
come forward and stated that Coles 
told them that he shot MacPhail. 

In 1996, five years after Davis's 
trial, the Antiterrorism and Effective 
Death Penalty Act (AEDPA) was passed 
by Congress. Under the AEDPA, death- 
row prisoners are now only allowed 
one set of appeals in federal court. 

In 2007, Davis was granted 
a 90-day stay of execution by the 
Georgia State Board of Pardons and 
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