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Secretary of State 
Speaks about the 

Importance of 
Voting 

Joining the 
Billings Jaycees 
is a Great Way 
to Serve our 
Community By BAILEY MARTIN 

Of The Retort Staff 

0  , 	n Thursday, September 16, 
Montana Secretary of State 
Linda 	McCulloch 	visited 

Montana State University Billings 
(MSUB) as part of National Voter 
Registration Month. Kayla Miller, 

sociatea Students of Montana 
State University Billings (ASMSUB) 
President, introduced our Interim 
Chancellor, Dr. Rolf Groseth said, "Our 
most basic obligation as a citizen is 
to register to vote," as he introduced 

Culloch. 
McCulloch 	spoke 	about 

how the 26th Amendment to the 
Constitution was fairly new when she 
was an 18-year-old. She said that when 
election time came around, everyone 

d an opinion of who she should vote 
for. But, eventually McCulloch realized 
that she had "one chance to get [her 
vote] right" by going prepared to the 
polls or she could waste her vote by 
being unprepared. So she prepared 

rself and she voted for someone in 
each position up for election because 
she was so excited to vote. 

"Voting is one of the easiest 
ways to make your opinion known," 
McCulloch said. Your vote makes your 

inion known to your government 
representatives and to everyone else. 

She also said that "85 percent 
of eligible Montanans are registered to 
vote," which is ahead of the national 
nercentage. However, during National 

'voter Registration Month she wants 
that 15 percent that isn't registered to 
know how easy it is to register. 

To register to vote in Montana, 

Montana Secretary of State, Linda 
McCulloch visited MSUB on September 16. 
(Photo courtesy of MSUB News Services) 

you must be an American citizen, have 
been a resident of Montana for over 30 
days, and be 18 years old. You can also 
register on Election Day, November 
2, at your county election office until 
8pm. 

Kayla Miller, President of 
ASMSUB, said that we need to vote 
because, "it's important that legislators 
know we care." ASMSUB will help 
students with voter registration and 
you can call their office at 657-2365 
for help. They will also take your 
voter registration cards to the county 
election office for you. 

"One voice is powerful, but a 
generation of voices can change the 
world," said McCulloch. 

For more information about 
voting and voter registration, you can 
visit http://sos.mt.gov/Elections/.  

By ELLYN BUMGARNER 
Of The Retort Staff 

I f you've ever liked volunteering 
and wanted to gain experience, 
help others, and build up that 

resume for the future...this post is for 
you. 

The Billings Jaycees is the 
perfect opportunity for students and 
young adults to help serve Billings 
and make it a better community. This 
group is affiliated with the Montana 
Jaycees, the United States Junior 
Chamber of Commerce and the 
Junior Chamber International. Their 
main focus? Providing opportunities 
for men and women 18 to 41 to gain 
volunteer services that have triple 
benefits: skills and knowledge in 
business development/management, 
individual training and international 
connections. 

This group is only a year old 
and going strong into their second 
year. With their feet firm beneath 
their goals and ideas, they would like 
to increase their numbers by helping 
others build experience in more than 
one way. With over fifty members and 
growing, this group of volunteers has 
the heart and dedication to undertake 
new goals and ambitions. Given the 
state of the economy, jobs are scarce 
and it would help to have professional 
networks to help get your career 
started, as well as making friendships. 

In just one year, the Jaycees 
have a lot to show for their hard 
work: a hot chocolate booth at the 

Christmas Stroll, Christmas tree 
pick-up (in conjunction with Billings 
Christmas Tree Recycling Committee 
and Zoo Montana), spring meet 
and greet barbeque/membership 
drive, a Bea rtooth Pub Cruise/ 
Membership drive (to support local/ 
regional business and Home Free) and 
volunteering with the Pitch, Hit &, Run 
and this summer's Dog Run for Parks 
(in conjunction with Billings Parks 
& Recreation), just to name a few of 
their accomplishments. Also, "Jaycees 
on the Town" program was recently 
started to further push networking 
and social activities among young 
college students and adults. 

If you are interested in 
starting your career and building good 
relationships, the Jaycees is the place 
to start. You can get to know more 
about them by checking them out on 
their Facebook page: www.facebook. 
com/billingsjaycees,  or by emailing 
questions to billingsjaycees@gmail. 
corn. In addition, you can contact 
Justin Wutzke, Creative Director, at 
(406) 570-3514. He can assist with 
any questions concerning joining the 
Billings Jaycees to help with causes in 
our community. 

They meet the first Tuesday 
of every month at 6:15 pm in the 
basement of the Squire Lounge, which 
is a huge supporter of this group. 
State information can be found at 
www.mtjaycees.org  and national 
information can be accessed at www. 
usjaycees.org . 

Visit us online at msubretort.org  


