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Thomas Mullen spoke about his latest book, The Last Town on Earth,  the story behind 
the book, and about himself in Petro Theatre on December 2. (Photo by Amy Tackett) 
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Author Thomas Mullen Spoke About The 
Last Town on Earth 

By ELLYN BUMGARNER 
Of The Retort Staff 

T homas Mullen came and 
spoke to a crowd of around 
80 in the Petro Theatre on 

Thursday, December 2. The event was 
free and many students attended for 
class purposes, while others attended 
out of support and interest for his 
li-,'test book, The Last Town on Earth, 
written about the 1918 flu epidemic. 

Mullen was born in Rhode 
Island and grew up in various states 
across the country before settling in 
Atlanta, where he currently lives with 
"- wife and two sons. In his spare 
time he enjoys music, film, travel, and 
hiking. He commented on the fact that 
he wanted to be a writer for years, and 
although at the time he didn't have 
any books published, he continued to 

ate during the nights and weekends 
in addition to his regular job. In relation 
to books, he said that he "loved the 
insights one would get from reading a 
book. Everybody has different ways of 
thinking." 

When discussing this book, 
Mullen made great points about how 
he chose this epidemic topic. He 
decided to write about 1918 epidemic 
while reading a Time Magazine in a 
local gym that featured an article about 
,..1e epidemic. A couple thoughts ran 
through his head, such as, "What was 
happening in America in 1918?" and 
"Why haven't I heard more?" He came  

to realize how little he knew about the 
epidemic and decided to give it a shot. 
After doing much research, he found 
out things about the epidemic that were 
unlike any virus he had previously heard 
of. People would wake up feeling fine, 
by afternoon not feel so good, and then 
be dead by night. Their skin would turn 
purple and the victims were basically 
drowning in their own fluids because 
they weren't getting enough oxygen. 
Over 50 million people died during this 
epidemic, far more than died in World 
War I, which everyone is well-educated 
about. 

There are many theories about 
how this epidemic started, one of which 
involved through the army troops of 
WWI. What better way to spread than 
through humans in close proximity? 
More research showed that more 
soldiers died of disease than combat 
wounds, and soon questions came to 
Mullen's mind like, "Why hasn't anybody 
written about this?" It seemed to Mullen 
that back in 1918 when something 
traumatizing happened it was best to 
not talk about it. Nowadays it's easier to 
talk it out, which is more than likely why 
this epidemic has escaped the public 
eye and news headlines. 

Thomas Mullen was very 
personable when talking with the 
students and gave a great overview of 
The Last Town on Earth.  In addition, 
he was very generous is sharing his 
knowledge and giving his time freely the 
students and faculty of MSU Billings. 

MSUB Tennis Center Sheds New Light 
By MSUB ATHLETICS 
For The Retort 

,_ 	he Montana State University I'l 
Billings 	Tennis 	Center 
underwent a lighting upgrade 

a few weeks ago in an attempt to save 
energy and cost. The MSUB Tennis 

, Center is the first in a series of lighting 
Trades across campus. 

In speaking with MSUB's 

Director of Facility Services, Eakle 
Barfield, he felt in looking at the 
demand of the whole campus, the 
Tennis Center had the most to gain. 
"The numbers we ran it looked like we 
could possibly realize up to 40 percent 
savings by changing out the existing 
lights to fluorescents." 

According to Barfield, the 
project was a two-fold process. 

"We did a study dealing with 

the quality of the light on the courts 
and it really wasn't up to NCAA 
standards. There were a couple of 
hot spots and some dull spots. Not 
only were we able plan to achieve 
the savings, but able to get the Tennis 
Bubble up to NCAA standards." 

There is a considerable 
increase in foot candle lighting from 
the old lights to the new. In Barfield's 
estimation, he felt that there is an  

increase of nearly 40 foot candles in 
the Tennis Bubble. 

Barfield will continue to look 
at other facilities on campus moving 
forward with further installations. He 
believes that the lower gym of the 
P.E. Building would be a good starting 
point for the next installation, with the 
possibility of moving on to the main 
gym after that. 
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