
The solar panels, or photovoltaic system, are up and running on the SUB roof. (Photo by Amy Tackett) 
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Solar Panels Now Partially Powering the 
Student Union Building 

Pi/ HEATHER WILSON 
Of The Retort Staff 

you may have noticed some 
construction on the south side 
of the Student Union Building 

earlier this year, or heard the noise 
I. .m inside the cafeteria while eating 
lunch. This ruckus came from the 
preparation, and finally the building, 
of the new photovoltaic system at our 
university. Just recently, the project 
It'S3S completed and display signs were 

-,.-....:ded next to the sidewalk in front 
of the panels. Tyler Rutledge, current 
Sustainability Coordinator, said, 
"This project was a prime example 
di successful collaboration between 
students, faculty, and administration. 
.,....stainability is a growing effort at 
Montana State University Billings, and 
this is a step in the right direction." 

Last year, Eakle Barfield 
informed former Sustainability 
r-,.)rdinator Jason Rodriguez about 
a grant available from Northwestern 
Energy to purchase and construct 
solar panels for alternative energy 
purposes. Together, Rodriguez worked 
with Joe Krenzer, President of the 
rnvironmental Awareness Club (EAC), 
and Rutledge worked to obtain the 
grant to fund the project. MSUB was 
awarded the $40,000 grant last year, 
and began prep work and construction 
of the panels last semester. 

Originally, the groups thought 
that they would not receive the  

entirety of the grant. However, they 
were lucky enough to do so, as well 
as secure the funds to build a bigger 
system. The total cost of the panels 
ended up at $44,600. The MSUB 
Student Government (ASMSUB) 
covered the remaining $4,600 for the 
cost of the panels. These panels are 
now fully functioning and giving power 
to the Student Union. 

As part of the educational 
requirements for the grant, the EAC 
collected information about how a 
photovoltaic system works and .how 
these solar panels use sunlight for  

energy. The information is now on the 
signs in front of the system for all to 
read and learn. Eventually, MSUB is 
going to purchase a digital display for 
the solar panels to show the amount 
of energy being produced and used in 
real time. 

The implementation of the 
project also deserves special credit 
and thanks to Eakle Barfield, Facility 
Services Director; Jeanne Mclsaac 
Tracy and the Student Union Building 
for allowing the panels to be placed 
onto the building; and Jim Barron in 
the science department for helping to  

convert the data for the signs. 
As for other sustainability 

measures that the two groups 
are working on, the Sustainability 
Committee is looking into getting 
students and faculty a shuttle service 
between the main campus and the 
College of Technology, and the EAC 
is sponsoring a Service Saturday and 
cleaning up sections of highway in the 
community. The EAC is also looking 
for a new president to help run 
the organization next year because 
Krenzer is graduating this semester. 

Spring Election Results Announced 
Py HEATHER WILSON 
Of The Retort Staff 

0  n March 15-16, Student 
Government (ASMSUB) held 
their Spring Elections for the 

upcoming school year. James Catlin 
...id Sarah Jackson were elected 
as President and Vice President, 
respectfully, defeating ReAnna Kero 
and Marshall Pluhar. Catlin and 
Jackson won with 62% of the vote, 
while Kero and Pluhar had 33%. A t  

tal of 8.4% of registered students 
voted in the election. 

The following students were 

James Catlin and Sarah Jackson. (Photos courtesy of ASMSUB) 
elected as Senators-at-Large for the Gambill, Emily Harris, Stephanie 
2011-2012 academic year: Matthew Haynie, Sara Paddock, Laura Ross, Ryan 
Barton, Trevor Biondich, 	Sonja Shore, Chase Slade, and Nik Wong. 
Choriki, Dalton Emig-Wahrman, Nicole Arissa Carey was elected as next year's 

College of Technology Senator (COT). 
During the elections, the 

Student Government provided snacks 
at the voting tables, which were 
located in the Student Union Atrium at 
the main campus, and at the Student 
Lounge at the COT. Pizza was served 
at lunch hours on Tuesday at the COT, 
while an ice cream sundae bar was 
available to voters on Wednesday in 
the SUB. The Student Government 
also had a drawing for two Apple iPads 
for eligible voters; Bobbi Leichner 
won at the main campus and Twila 
MacDonald took home the iPad at the 
COT. 

Visit us online at msubretort.org  


