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Do you have information on a downtown 
business you would like to see featured here? 

Let us know at msubretort@gmaiLcorn 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
Great Fair Trade 
Shop Downtown 

Offers Unique 
Products 

Ask Uncle Nacho 

By MELINDA WOOD 
Of The Retort Staff 

G lobal Village is one of the 
many unique shops that 
downtown Billings offers. 

Located at 2720 3rd Avenue N, 
the store offers one of a kind items 
such as jewelry, lotions, clothing, 
and figurines. But the best thing 
about Global Village is that it is 
a nonprofit store that sells fair 
trade items. Fair trade is defined 
as a trading partnership based on 
reciprocal dialogue, respect and 
transparency in international trade. 
The items are made by low-income 
farmers and crafters from all over 
the world. Millions of fair trade 
partnerships have changed the lives 
of low-income people in over 80 
countries. The most common goods 
produced are coffee, tea, chocolate, 
jewelry, clothing and housewares. 
The individuals whb participate in 
fair trade say it has helped them lead 
better lives, eat healthier, access 

healthcare and send their children 
to school. 

Global Village was started 
in 1987 by three local women with 
the help of volunteers. Today there 
are over 40 volunteers who help run 
the store and its activities along with 
the director and part-time assistant, 
under a board of directors. 

Through educational events, 
Global Village has strived to bring 
understanding about the many 
diverse cultures around the world. 
One of the many organizations 
it supports is Hope for Women, 
which provides employment to 
disadvantaged women worldwide. 
Every woman is paid a sustainable 
wage as well as provided with safe 
and healthy working conditions. 

Global Village is worth 
checking out, their stock changes 
frequently and the prices won't 
break your wallet. Plus, it's nice to 
know that the products you purchase 
help a great cause. 

By UNCLE NACHO 
For The Retort 

Dear Uncle Nacho, 
I am living in the dorms but was 
thinking about moving off campus 
next semester, is it worth the hassle? 

I could answer this with a 
simple "no" but that would really 
just be my opinion. Personally, 
I find myself so bogged down 
with the many concerns of living 
off campus, like rent, bills, food 
shopping, trash pickup, etc., that 
I often feel that I would gladly 
give up these concerns in favor of 
living in the dorms. You must see 
a few negatives about living in the 
dorms and think the fix-all would 
be to move off campus. Take a few 
minutes to think it through. Dorm 
life comes with a lot of bonuses 
that apartment living doesn't, like 
never having to do dishes and 
being close to your classes. I would 
suggest making a list of pros and 
cons for living in either place before 
deciding which situation would be 
better for you. 

Dear Uncle Nacho, 
Is it possible to stay 'friends" after 
the line has been crossed? 

Most 	folks, 	myself 
included, will be tempted to ask, 
"Which line?" but the answer to 
that question doesn't really matter. 
Pretend that the line is a sexual 
relationship, you and your bestie had 
the sex and it was weird afterwards. 
You can pretend it didn't happen or 
you could both sit down and talk. 
You'll find it's easy to continue 
the friendship if you keep things 
open and honest. Talk it through, 
explain why you felt odd about it 
afterwards. 

Now let's pretend that your 

friend crossed a different line and 
insulted or disrespected you. The 
same solution applies: talk to them. 
Conversation can't fix a burnt bridge 
but it can help rebuild it. Humans 
are social creatures that need people 
in their lives, but the people we 
choose to interact with should be 
just as interested in us as we are in 
them - otherwise what's the point? 
The questions you must ultimately 
ask yourself is whether this "friend" 
is worth the trouble. If you are open 
and honest with yourself, and with 
them, you might find that it easier 
to maintain a friendship, regardless 
of lines. 

Dear Uncle Nacho, 
I recently started dating a guy and 
I really like him but he younger 
than I am, is this okay? 

No, it is only acceptable to 
date people who were born on the 
exact same day as you. Of course 
this is okay, as long as it is legal. 
Assuming that both of you are 
above the age of consent then you 
should feel comfortable enjoying 
each other's company. Sure, there 
are people out there that will make 
judgments regarding age difference, 
especially if it's a sizable one, but 
they should be happy that you are 
happy. Don't break the law and if 
you find happiness with someone, 
regardless of age, race, religious 
preference, or sex, then enjoy every 
second that you can. Life is short, 
don't sweat the small stuff. 

If you have any questions, 
quandaries, myths or mysteries that 
you would like your Uncle Nacho 
to tackle or address, feel free to 
contact the retort at msubretortg, 
gmail. com  or Uncle Nacho directly 
at wavrin2@hotmail.corn. 
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; The Retort is searching 
for volunteer writers. 

Interested? E-mail us at msubretort@gmail. 
corn or stop by the office for an application at 

SUB room 228 
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