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STUDENT GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS: SHORE AND OWEN RUN UNOPPOSED FOR 2013-2014 

Ryan Shore (right) and Mary Owen (left) hope to take on the positions of Presdient and Vice Presiden 

News Writer 

7 he elections for 2013-
2014 2014 Student Govern-
ment officers will be 

here very soon — polls will 
be open beginning on March 
19th, through 5 p.m. on 
March 20th. This year, only 
one Presidential/Vice Pres-
idential ticket will be eligi-
ble to run for elections: Ryan 
Shore for President, and Mary 
Owen for Vice President. 

As a precursor to the elec-
tions, it is imperative that stu-
dents become familiar with 
the candidates for whom they 
will be voting. Both Shore 
and Owen were recently in-
terviewed to aid in this pro-
cess. Excerpts from the in-
terviews are included in the 
following; however, for full 
video interview coverage 
please visit www.msubret-
ort.org/2013/03/media-i  nter-
views-with-rya n-shore-and-
mary-owen/ 

Shore is a marketing 
and communications major 
from Billings, Montana. He 
has been a member of the 
A.SMSUB student Senate for 
three years, serving this aca-
demic year on the Executive 
Cabinet as the Political Ac-
tion Director (PAD). 

Q: What do you think your 
qualifications for being the 
next student body president 
are? 

A: Qualifications, for the 
last three years I've been on 
student body government as 
senator and the political ac-
tion director so I've had a lot 
of experience just with stu-
dent government and the ins 
and outs, but beyond that I'm 
civically involved and I real-
ly do have a passion to be able 
to get student government 
more involved in the commu-
nity and reach out beyond the 
walls of MSU Billings which 
really hasn't happened in the 
three years that I've been here. 

Q: What do you think the 
most important part of your 
position will be? 

A: The most important 
part, especially on a non-leg-
islative year, is basically just 
setting us up in a good posi-
tion for the next legislative 
year. As cliché as that sounds 
we have to have a good solid 
foundation for the next time 
we approach legislatures be-
cause education is public-
ly funded, so we need to cre-
ate good rapport and rela- 

tionships with the people run-
ning for office. And also, I 
mean again, civically mind-
ed, we have to be involved in 
the community and we have 
to show Billings why we are 
worth putting their tax dol-
lars into. 

Q: What do you think your 
greatest weaknesses are? 

A: Well, I feel that some-
times I definitely see the big 
picture of things, and I'm a 
goal-oriented individual, but 
I. don't always see the indi-
vidual steps to get to a cer-
tain place. But that's why I've 
teamed up with Mary Owen 
as my VP who is detail ori-
ented. Sees all of those little 
steps that we need to take to 
get to the goal. And so I can 
help her see what we need to 
accomplish, she helps me get 
there. 

Q: What other factors in-
fluenced your choice of Mary 
Owen as your running mate? 

A: Other factors, she is just 
kind, she's personable, she's 
relatable with people and 
she's gonna be basically run-
ning the senate, so it's going 
to be her job to make sure that 
the senators feel welcome, at 
home, and then hopefully 
that trickles down to the rest 
of the student body from the 

. senators if she has a positive 
effect on them. So, she's got 
a lot of really great qualities 
and I'm very, very lucky to 
have her. 

Q: What is your take on 
the fact that you will be run-
ning unopposed? 

A: You know, it's unfor-
tunate, I, it's not what I want-
ed and circumstances pret-
ty much put us in that posi-
tion. Mary and I are compet- 

itors, so we love to compete 
but I guess if I was gonna put 
a positive spin on it just being 
unopposed, knowing that we 
can already get going on the 
things that we want to have 
planned and make a good sol-
id plan for the rest of the stu-
dent body, so it does give us 
a certain advantage, but com-
petitively it's unfortunate. 

Q: What is your favorite 
thing about MSUB? 

A: My favorite thing? I 
will say this, I think we are 
more lucky than U of M and 
MSU and any other affilia-
tion around the state as far 
as higher education because 
we have an approachable ad-
ministration and staff that's 
always willing to talk, their 
doors are always open. And 
when we say access and ex-
cellence I feel that we have 
a very accessible faculty, ad-
ministration, and staff. And 
my favorite thing is just 
knowing that if you need help, 
or if you need discussion, or 
if you just need encourage-
ment you're always, you're al-
ways afforded the opportuni-
ty to do so with the adminis-
tration we have. So I think my 
favorite thing that causes ev-
erything else to trickle down 
as far as just being an overall 
great university, the adminis-
tration is accessible and that's 
the most important thing. 

Q: What are the most valu-
able lessons you've learned on 
senate so far? 

A: 	Valuable lessons, 
there's a lot. I'd have to say 
number one is you have to 
learn to dialogue and it can't 
always just be necessarily 
dictation of what you want to 
have happen, because every- 

body has different ideas, you 
have to learn to listen. I can 
admit that in my early years 
on senate 1 wasn't a great lis-
tener and I was very self-ab-
sorbed with what I wanted 
to have happen and I would 
find myself getting frustrat-
ed that things weren't al-
ways going my way but I've 
learned working with, you 
know, twenty other people 
that that's not always gonna 
happen so you have to learn 
to be able to discuss things 
in a way where you can both 
come to terms and that's how 
you're gonna get things done. 
So I've learned how to get 
things done without my own 
ideas impeding on other peo-
ple's. 

Mary Owen is an education 
student from Broadus, Mon-
tana, who is a current Senator 
in student government., 

Q: What do you feel are the 
most important qualities that 
you bring to the President/ 
Vice President ticket? 

A: That's a good ques-
tion. I feel like my best qual-
ity is reaching out and work-
ing with people. That's hon-
estly the people here are what 
I love most about MSU Bill-
ings and I want to make sure 
that your guys' voices are 
heard in student government 

Q: And what do you think 
the most important part of 
your position would be? 

A: The most important 
part of my position? Proba-
bly just to go along with what 
I just said, being a liaison be-
tween the students and the 
senators. 

Q: What's going to moti-
vate you to do your best as the 
vice president?  

in the upcoming academic year. 

A: I guess, I don't know; 
I'm very self-motivated. I 
want to do the best in every-
thing that I do and Vice Pres-
ident is no different. I mean, 
especially, you know, the im-
plications of this, how well 
I do affects our campus so I 
want to put my best foot for-
ward. 

Q: What's your take on the 
fact that you will be running 
unopposed? 

A: It's definitely, urn, one 
of those things where I wish 
that we had competition just 
because I think that makes it 
more exciting and, you know, 
the students have that choice. 
But at the same time, you 
know, I'm going to take the 
election just as seriously as 
though we did have someone 
running against us. 

Q: What do you think your 
greatest weaknesses are? 

A: Greatest weaknesses... 
that's a good question. Prob-
ably a tendency to over-com-
mit. It's so easy to want to do, 
do, do and then get to where 
you're not doing any one 
thing that well. So just,stay-
ing balanced between doing a 
good job and doing too many 
jobs, if that makes sense. 

Q: Kind of going off of 
that, as a member of the cross 
country team there is a possi-
bility that you will be travel-
ing quite a bit. How will you 
balance your responsibility to 
your team and your responsi-
bility to Senate and MSUB as 
a whole? 

A: I'm out of cross coun-
try eligibility. I'm old. But 
so, urn, I probably won't be 
traveling as much as I usual-
ly do, and, you know, I defi-
nitely still am gonna be sup- 

porting the team in the role of 
assistant coach. And, but, you 
know, how much I travel will 
be dependent upon what's go-
ing on here. 

Q: What is your favorite 
thing about MSU Billings? 

A: Uh, absolute favorite 
thing is the community, like 
the sense of community here. 
I really like how, you know, 
just walking across campus 
you always see a friendly face, 
someone you know, and ev-
eryone from the students to 
the faculty are just so willing 
to, um, willing to help you in 
your educational goals to suc-
ceed. 

Q: How did you decide to 
run for Vice President? Were 
you approached by Ryan 
Shore? 

A: I was approached by 
Mr. Shore, um, he's a good 
friend of mine, and he actu-
ally, urn, I've gotten to know 
him through a girl I used to 
run with, Sarah Jackson but, 
um, yeah, he approached me 
and I thought that this would 
be a really great way to ex-
pand upon my passion for 
helping people. 

Q: What changes would 
you like to see in senate next 
year? 

A: I would really just like 
to see more, how do I put this? 
Preparation and communica-
tion, just making sure that if 
there is something big going 
on that we make sure all the 
senators know about it. If we 
decide to make a change, you 
know, it's a group effort, you 
know, a group decision. And 
nothing is just kind of sprung 
on anyone last minute. 

Prior to the final deadline 
for applications two addition-
al candidates had submitted: 
Jordan Jones for President, 
and Daniel Barnhart for Vice 
President. Unfortunately, ten 
minutes before the close of 
application submission, Barn-
hart discovered that he was 
two credits short of the re-
quired thirty-six accumulat-
ed institution credits. Prior 
to this discovery, both teams 
had been in full swing, pre-
paring for a well-matched de-
bate and campaigns. 

Be sure to go to the polls 
during the elections. They 
can be accessed on campus at 
the election tables that the As-
sociated Students of MSUB 
will be manning, or online 
through your secure login in-
formation. 


