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The finish line is on the horizon but we 
can't exhale a unanimous sigh of re-
lief just yet as finals and graduation are 

just around the next bend. For some, it's been 
a year to reflect on, a year to remember, an 
eternity, a blink of andeye or just another year 
on the long, arduous road. 

For students graduating on May 4th, the 
anxiety of finals is far outweighed by the 
complex assignments that accompany gradu-
ation. Months after submitting our graduation 
packages, we really have no way of know-
ing if we are actually graduating. Visions of 
my graduation package slipping between the 
cracks of an inconspicuous desk in the far 
reaches of McMullen Hall have haunted my 
dreams. And then there I am, on graduation 
day, dressed to the nines in my black robe, flat 
cap, cords and perfectly flat-ironed hair wait-
ing with anxious perfectly manicured fingers 
tapping at my side. And I approach the podi-
um and...and...they call the name of the per-
son behind me and I am standing there, im-
mobile, looking up at my parents with cam-
eras glued to their eyes, frozen in time with 
me and I realize, in my panic, that somewhere 
along the way, my graduation forms were lost 
and I look like a total idiot. Fortunately for me, 
this nightmare was put to rest about a week 
ago. The white card that accompanies a gradu-
ate's cap and gown is really technically all you 
need to have your name called at the ceremo-
ny. But that, in and of itself, is its own night-
mare. Just below your name, you are required 
to write your name PHONETICALLY. I've 
taken my fair share of linguistics courses over 
the past three years but this year, I took a sab-
batical from the (beloved) Schaffers and am 
unsure if I've retained the ability to write pho-
netically! On top of all this, graduating se-
niors are, on the big day, required to line them-
selves up alphabetically for the ceremony. The 
great symbolism of this endeavor should not 
be overlooked. Looking back in time at the 
first year of school, what are some of the first 
things our young minds are required to learn: 
the basic fundamentals of the alphabet, how to 
spell our names, and how to walk in a straight 
line. Now, as I meander through the crowd of 
anxious faces on that Saturday morning and 
align myself between the B's and D's, I will be  

able to appreciate the ways in which my edu-
cational repertoire over the last 15 years has 
truly come full circle. 

I think that there are so many great things 
in being a graduate of MSU Billings. At the 
recent State of the Union event held on cam-
pus, ASMSUB President Isaiah Garrison 
said something that really struck me. There 
are many students at MSUB who describe 
themselves as "just attending MSU Bill-
ings," but as Isaiah said in his speech "You 
don't just attend MSU Billings." MSUB is a 
great school and being a student or alumnus 
is something to be proud of. 

There are many things I will miss about 
MSUB--the devil turkeys who wander across 
Virginia Lane, the random, irrational fits of 
fear I have thinking about earthquakes while 
I sit in the LA building, frantically shark-
ing the parking lots five minutes before class, 
the anger that seizes me when the elevator 
must. stop. at every. floor on my way to the  
8th floor in the LA, and of course, my second 
home and hell on earth at the same time, The 
Retort office. Above and beyond the quirks 
of MSUB, I will ultimately miss the amazing 
faculty and staff that I have come to know so 
well over the years. 

In an effort to avoid the sanctity that is 
being cliché in any farewell letter, I will trz, 
to wrap things up quickly now with some 
thank-yous. I want to thank my amazing 
staff this year at The Retort! I couldn't have 
asked for better people to work with. I also 
want to thank Bailey Martin and Heidi Le-
ritz (the amazing Editors who came before 
me), Valerie Sperry, Dan Carter, David Crisp, 
Nik Wong, all the members of PUB Board, , 
Isaiah Garrison and all the great contribut- y/=( 
ing writers! I also want to thank our devoted 
readers many, of whom were forced to bear 
witness to my evolution from amateur horo-
scope writer, to part-time cartoonist and fi-
nally, to Editor. 

And, without further ado, I introduce the 
Chosen One, The Retort's newly appointed 
2013-2014 Editor-in-Chief, my friend and of-
fice therapist, Chris Claus. 

When Leah asked me to write the fi-
nal Letter from the Editor for this 
year, I had no idea what to write. 

I could do the whole "telling you who I am, 
and that I will be the Editor-in-Chief of The 
Retort for next year" bit. Then I could go on 
and tell you all about how I am going to make 
The Retort blow your mind next year. But that 
would be a cliche, and I hate cliches. Plus, I 
don't want to ruin the surprises for you. Oh, 
and for those of you that are still laughing 
about the whole "they made Chris the editor?" 
bit, no, it's not a joke, April fools was a cou-
ple weeks ago. 

What I do want to do is take this time 
to thank a few thousand people. To the 5000 
or so people enrolled at MSUB, it is because 
of you that we exist. Without readers, there 
would be no point in having a paper. To the 
couple dozen people at ASMSUB, Senators, 
EC staff, Valerie. Thank you for all the sup-
port you have shown us this past year, and for 
the support you'll no doubt give us in years 
to come. To the members of the publications 
board: All Iverson, Audrey Flanagan, Steven 

Varela, Damara Ankrum, Shelby Bunker, Jake 
Letman, Alisha Erfle, Nikki Linn, you have 
been an invaluable source of feedback, and I 
hope to see some of you on the pub board next 
year. To the staff of The Retort: Serene Crees, 
Holly Daniels, Nate Evans, Patricia Hampton, 
James Hickman, Cory Lovec, Tabitha Maust, 
and Shawna Willoughby, our advisor David 
Crisp. Also those that left us in the middle of 
the year: Paulina Carillo, Jared Hammer, Amy 
Tackett, Jennifer Otis, and our former advisor 
Dan Carter. Thank you all, for your hard work 
and dedication has brought The Retort a long 
way in such a short period of time. 

Last, but certainly not least, a huge thank 
you to Leah Campbell, our current Editor-in-
Chief, and Good-Cop. You have made this an 
organization I am proud to be a part of, and 
have turned The Retort into something to be 
proud of. You are leaving behind some rath-
er large shoes to fill; I hope I am up to the task. 
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