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By ASHLEE TWIFORD 
culture@msubretort.org  

Wien Brian Kmec 
was told that the 
intention of this 

profile was to help students 
understand that teachers 
aren't merely crazy people 
they hand their papers to 
and get grades out of, his 
immediate response was, 
"But we are." Few responses 
could have more clearly 
demonstrated Kmec's style. 
As a true nerd to the core, 
he has a sense of energy and 
involvement that even the 
most uninterested of entry-
level students can relate to. 

Many know him as the 
excited and energetic man 
that teaches American 

BobbiKnudsen has 
been named as the 
Great Northwest 

Athletic 	Conference 
(GNAC) 	women's 
basketball Preseason Player 
of the Year. 

On Wednesday Montana 
State Billings was voted to 
finish first in the conference 
in a preseason coaches' poll 
and now three players from 
MSUB have been selected 
to the preseason All-GNAC 
team: the most of any 
school in the league. 

In addition to being 
named Preseason Player 
of the Year for the GNAC, 
last week Bobbi Knudsen 

The Retort has some 
cash it's just waiting to give 
away. 

Whether or you are 
enrolled for one credit, 
or for twenty, at the main 
campus, or out at the City 
College, you are eligible to 
win one of two $25 Jackets 
and Company gift cards or 
one of three Visa prepaid 
debit cards ($25, $50, 
$100). Sounds like a great 
deal doesn't it? 

The J&C gift cards are 
the easiest to win. All you 
have to do is enter our 
raffle on Facebook before 
the 31st. You don't have to 
write anything, or give us 
your email address. You 
don't even have to invite 
your friends to participate, 
though you should. 

Enter to win that raffle by 
liking us on Facebook and 
then going to the giveaway 

History I and II. He teaches 
in a way that engages 
students and helps the 
relate to history. History, 
however, was not always 
the goal for Kmec. He 
didn't always want to be 
a teacher. He was going to 
achieve rock stardom. 

See KMEC P.10 

#21 Bobbi Knudsen 
Class: Senior 
Hometown: Malta, MT 
Previous School: Malta HS 

was named a preseason All-
American by the Women's 
Basketball Coaches 
Association (WBCA). 

The writing contest will 
take a little more effort to 
win. 

Deadline 	 for 
submissions: October 30th 
2013. 

Entries must be between 
500 and 1000 words, and 
must deal with some facet 
of life on campus. 

Submissions can be 
a 	news 	article, 
an 	editorial, 	or 
anything MSUB 
related. 

Grand Prize: 1 
$100 visa prepaid 
debit card. 

Second 	Place: 
1 $50 visa prepaid 
debit card. 

Third Place: 1 
$25 visa prepaid 
debit card. 

Enter by going to 
contest.msubretort. 
org  

By CHRIS CLAUS 
editor@msubretortorg 

At their weekly meeting, 
the ASMSUB introduced a 
bill to reduce the amount 
of contingency funding 
available to student 
organizations. Senate Bill 
#2, which was forwarded 
to committee will, if 
passed, reduce the amount 
of contingency funding 
from 25% to 18% or about 
$12,000 per year. 

Contingency funding 
is a percentage of what is 
left over from the $42.50 
activity fee each student 
pays after budgeted 

ByPATRICIA HAMPTON 
newsernsubretortorg 

In 2002, the National 
Endowment of the Arts 
conducted a Survey of 

Public Participation in the Arts 
demonstrating the recent rapid 
decline of literary reading. 
Though a relationship does 
exist between literacy and 
literary reading, literary 
reading is specifically the 
reading of literature for 
pleasure. Over the span of a 
decade, the rate of decline of 
literary reading nearly tripled, 
from 5 percent to 14 percent. 

Dr. Myron Magnet of 
Columbia University, editor of 
City Journal and recipient of 
the 2008 National Humanities 
Medal, explained that "data 
are meaningless until we 
can articulate a story that 
makes sense out of them, and 

The Retort also has a 
readership survey, open to 
everyone, students, staff, 
professors, people in the 
community. We are looking 
for ways to make The Retort 
better than ever, and your 
input is the most important 
part of that process. The 
survey is only 17 questions 
long, and is completely 
anonymous. 

organizations, such as The 
Retort, ASMSUB, Heroes, 
and SAB are funded. The 
remainder is set aside in 
the event there is a funding 
shortage in the future. With 
the decline in enrollment 
over the past couple years, 
the contingency fund has 
been getting smaller and 
smaller. 

literature makes sense out of 
the human experience." This 
notion is strengthened by Dr. 
Elizabeth Kantor, graduate 
of the University of North 
Carolina and editor of the 
Conservative Book Club. 
The reading of literature 
enhances both scholarly and 
emotional intelligence, as well 
as community participation. 
The decline in literary reading 
has the potential to not only 
seriously stunt the intellectual 
progress that an individual 
makes through literary 
reading but also, by extension, 
his level of social engagement. 

The 2002 Survey of Public 
Participation in the Arts 
(SPPA) was conducted by 
the National Endowment of 
the Arts (NEA) to analyze 
America's cultural well-
being by drawing connections 
between the amount of reading 
done by an individual and their 
participation in other personal 
and community activities. 

By CORY LOVEC 
sportsernsubtetortorg 
Robert Peterson 

is a member of the 
Yellowjacket's Men's 
Cross Country team, as 
well as both the Indoor 
and Outdoor Track teams. I 
caught up with Robert last 
week to see if he would be 
willing to do an interview 
with me. For those that 
don't know, Men's Cross at 
MSU Billings is having an 
exceptional year, and has 
the potential to really make 
some noise at the GNAC 
meet coming up October 
26th, and even could make 
some noise regionally and 
nationally. As Robert told 
me, the motivation and 
dedication is there. He 
is deeply involved in the 

The proposed change 
to 18% is part of President 
Shores plan to keep the 
fund from being depleted. 

Last year, $19,480.35 
in contingency funding 
was distributed to fifteen 
student groups. So far this 
year, they have distributed 
$1,975.51 to three groups, 
including The Retort. 

littp://rnsubillings.edu/ 
asmsub/ 

NEA collated these SPPA 
results into a report called 
"Reading at Risk." Of the 
approximately 17 thousand 
adults over the age of eighteen 
polled, a mere 47 percent had 
read any literature within the 
previous year, and of those, 
nearly half had only read 
between one and five books 
in the aforementioned twelve 
months. 

The 1995 National Center 
for Educat ion Statistics( NCES) 
drew a connection between 
the decline in literary reading 
and increasing illiteracy in 
America's adult population. 
The Workforce Investment 
Act of 1998 described literacy 
as the "ability to read, write, 
speak in English, compute 
and solve problems at levels 
of proficiency necessary to 
function in the job, in the 
family and in society." 

See READING P.3 

sciences and is doing his 
coursework in chemistry 
education. With all the 
traveling, he must maintain 
a very good work ethic 
scholastically to keep up in 
his classes. Most impressive 
may be the humility that 
Robert shows, as well as 
the "team-first" mentality 
in what many people think 
is an individual sport. 

See INTERVIEW P.12 

BOBBI KNUDSEN SELECTED AS 
PRESEASON PLAYER OF THE YEAR 

I 

WIN MONEY FROM THE RETORT 
tab. It's that simple. 

READING ON THE DECLINE 
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