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We all had to take 
general education 
courses, but how 

often in those classes were 
we treated to a special 
performance by the MSUB 
Dance Club? 

Well, luckily for his World 
Music class, Professor John 
Roberts has an in with the 
president of the MSUB Dance 
Club, Patricia Hampton. 

Hampton is a senior 
studying English education 
who has a passion for dance 
and incorporates it into her 
everyday life; so when asked 
by Roberts if she and some 
other members of the club 
would come in and perform, 
how could she say no? 

Roberts met Hampton 
through the music department 
where she worked part-
time for over a year as an 
administrative assistant, as 
well as through his former 
student Jarrett Lambert. 
Lambert brought Hampton in 
at the end of fall semester for 
his final presentation centered 
around the tango in the same 
class where he presented 
research about the dance, and 
the two demonstrated both 
Argentine and American 
tango for the class. 

This time around, the couple 
was joined by MSUB students 
and Dance Club members 
Josh Bourke, Summer Zier, 
and Victoria Hampton. The 
group showcased a number of 
different styles of dance and 
provided some informational 
background on the history and 
origin of the five dance genres. 

For the first performance 
of the hour, Hampton and 

Lambert 
performed 
an Argentine 
tango, which 
is the pair's 
favorite type of 
dance. 

"My favorite 
type of dance 
is Argentine 
tango because 
it is slow and 
sensual; 	you 
get to 	take 
your time to 
the music. It's 
more relaxing," 
Lambert 
commented. 

Next the group 
demonstrated 
another form 
of tango called 
American 
tango, which 
has its origins 
in Europe 
where it was 
structured to 
more of a ballroom frame 
and style. This dance was 
performed by Josh Bourke and 
Victoria Hampton. American 
is the more recognized version 
of tango and is the type often 
seen in movies; for example, in 
Mr. & Mrs. Smith. 

Salsa was demonstrated 
next by turning up the pace 
of the dance. Lambert and 
Summer Zier showcased this 
particular genre to "Wanna 
Ride" from Take the Lead. 

Zier stated that her favorite 
type of dance is waltz because 
it is so elegant. She also stated 
that she knew nothing about 
dance, excluding country, before 
becoming involved in the Dance 
Club last academic year. 

Next the class was shown 

how two different couples react 
to a song within the same genre. 
Patricia Hampton and Lambert 
performed alongside Bourke 
and Victoria Hampton during 
the cha-cha demonstration to 
Rihanna's "We Found Love." 

Next, Victoria Hampton 
had the chance to showcase 
her favorite type of dance: the 
rumba. "It's beautiful and there 
is a lot of music that you can 
dance to it that I like," she said. 

Victoria Hampton and 
Bourke demonstrated this 
dance to the song "Adore You" 
by Miley Cyrus. 

Lambert and Hmpton 
finished out the performances 
by showing a Cuban-style 
rumba to "De Repente" by Jose 
Gaviria, and then opening up 
the floor for discussion. 

Lambert continued by 
asking the class which dances 
they would most like to learn. 
The responses came in as the 
Argentine tango, cha-cha, 
and salsa. The group spent the 
last ten minutes teaching the 
students some basic salsa steps. 

When asked about the 
experience, student Josh Botz 
said, "The MSUB Dance Club 
demonstrated a few culture 
dances for my class. Their 
presentation was interesting 
and exposing." 

Which is exactly what the 
group was hoping for. 

The club takes on these 
projects because they enjoy 
dancing, but also to spread the 
word and gain more interest 
from students. 

If you are interested in 
learning the dances please join 
them every Tuesday at 6 pm in 
the atrium by the bookstore in 
the Student Union Building on 
the main campus. 
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Montana State University 
Billings student Elizabeth 
Mullins has been named the 
university's first Goldwater 
Scholarship recipient. 

The 	Barry 	Goldwater 
Scholarship was first awarded 
in 1986 in tribute to ensure a 
continuing source of highly 
qualified scientists, mathematicians 
and engineers. MSUB's only other 
recognized nominee was Corey 
Lovec in 2013 when he received an 
honorable mention. 

The scholarship is the most 
prestigious and competitive in 
the country for students in the 
fields of science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics. 
Announced late Monday, Mullins 
was one among 283 students 
nationwide, one of four students 
from Montana and the first-ever 
from MSU Billings awarded the 
Goldwater Scholarship. 

"I am both honored and 
humbled to be a recipient of this 
scholarship," Mullins said. "I 
am honored to know that my 
work in science has been met 
with esteem by the university, 
and I am humbled that the 
faculty at MSUB see me as 
worthy of this receiving this 
prestigious award." 

A junior biology major with 
a chemistry minor, Mullins is a 
University Honors Scholar doing 
biomedical research in MSUB's 
Biological and Physical Sciences 
Department under the direction of 
her research mentors—professors Dr. 
Kurt Toenjes and Dr. David Butler. 

"This is an extraordinary and 
historic accomplishment for our 
students and MSU Billings," 
Toenjes said. "It doesn't change 
what we do, but it brings 
recognition, and it highlights 
that our science department and 
students are top-notch." 

The Goldwater scholars 
were selected on the basis of 
academic merit from a field of 
1,166 STEM students who were 
nominated by the faculties 
of colleges and universities 
nationwide, according to the 
Goldwater website. There 
are 172 male scholars and 
111 women, and virtually all 
intend to obtain a Ph.D. as their 
degree objective, the website 
states. "The science department 
has a history of excellence 
and a long-standing tradition 
of involving undergraduate 
students in research," the 
College of Arts and Sciences 
Dean, Dr. Tasneem Khaleel, 
said. "This recognition speaks 
for itself and the achievement 
is but one illustration of the 
outstanding students and the 
dedicated faculty in the College 
of Arts and Sciences." 

The scholarship provides up 
to $7,500 annually .to cover a. 

recipient's educational expenses 
and is considered the premier 
undergraduate award for students 
in STEM. 

"Being the first Goldwater 
recipient is quite remarkable," 
Chancellor Rolf Groseth said. 
"Elizabeth is an outstanding 
student and her service to MSUB 
goes far beyond the classroom. 
"As a member of the Yellowstone 
Hall Steering Committee, 
Elizabeth is committed to 
ensuring the research of future 
students takes place in the best 
facility possible." 

Her 	current 	research 
investigates pathogenic fungi with 
the aim of better understanding 
the regulatory pathways that could 
aid in the development of targeted 
broad-spectrum, anti-fungal 
therapies. The research is funded 
by a grant from MT-INBRE and 
the National Institutes of Health. 

"Elizabeth is an exceptional 
student," Toenjes said. "This 
recognition as a top-tier student 
will open up so many doors for 
her as she moves forward in post-
baccalaureate opportunities." 

Upon graduation, the 29-year-
old Mullins plans to pursue a 
combined M.D./Ph.D program 
and continue biomedical research 
using a combination of molecular, 
cellular and biochemical 
approaches to develop effective 
therapies. She is interested in 
targeted therapies to treat fungal 
infections that are sometimes 
caused by medical therapies for 
cancer and solid organ transplants. 

"Biology incorporates every 
science and is limitless in 
potential areas of investigation," 
Mullins said. "In keeping with my 
own pursuit to biomedical research, 
it *provides an avenue to apply 
natural talents toward helping 
people sustain hope for medical 
cures. That alone is a powerful 
motivation to study biology." 

Among her many achievements 
and recognition, Mullins is a 
dean's list student with a 3.9 
GPA and received the Third 
Biennial Western Regional IDeA 
Conference Best-in-Presentation 
Award in 2013. On Thursday, she 
was elected to serve as a senator 
on the student body government. 
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