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WHERE'S MALAYSIA AIRLINES FLIGHT 370? ififir 
By NICOLE MOSURE 
opinon@msubretortorg 

There are facts that make me there should be a 
wonder about the involvement of little left over; or if 

How does an airplane just a terrorist group. The plane did it needed to make 
disappear? change course for no apparent stops for fuel that 

This is what the entire reason, which definitely raises a should be accounted 
world is asking. What happened red flag. However, the fact that no for in the planning. 
to Malaysia flight 370? Over one has stepped forward to claim I feel that if this is 
two weeks ago this flight seems this tragedy makes me wonder the situation, the 
to have disappeared from thin about the likelihood of a terrorist airline should be held 
air. Why did it not make its final group actually being involved. accountable, because 
destination? There were 239 How can we be scared of you if it is completely irresponsible to too slowly. Officials 
passengers and crew members you do not tell us who you are? 	have this type of malfunction. 	Malaysia say that they just did 
aboard. What happened to them? 	The airline just released new 	If something more technical not want to provide information 

There have been many information that the aircraft may happened that was out of their without verifying it first. 
speculations about how this have crashed into the Indian Ocean control I can understand that; 	They are looking diligently for 
tragedy could have occurred, after running out of fuel. There are unfortunately, these things debris but have confirmed that the 
from pilot error to an act of extensive search parties from many happen. but if 239 people lost area where they suspect the plane 
terrorism. I have heard many countries looking for any sign of their lives due to someone's went down has very volatile water 
debates about this subject in the the craft. France recently released inability to adequately plan and it is possible for the debris 
weeks since the disappearance information to Malaysia about for fuel, I see this as almost to have traveled great distances 
and I have to say I am baffled a possible debris site; however, unforgivable. We are all human, from the actual crash site. 
about the entire situation.There nothing has been recovered. but this is something that should 	I am still completely in awe of 
are so many theories as to how Investigators are saying that this is have been a main priority. 	this entire situation. My heart 
this aircraft could have gone the most credible explanation. 	Families from China who had aches for the families that have 
missing, but which ones are real 	So now I want to know how over 100 members on the plane no answers on their loved ones 
possibilities and which are the the plane ran out of fuel. The are very upset with Malaysia because I personally believe 
public jumping to conclusions? 	course was predetermined and about moving the investigation that is the worst part. 

PLEASE DON'T FRIEND YOUR STUDENTS 
By PATRICIA HAMPTON 
news@msubretort.org  

Education is all about 
relationships. 

This is a common 
phrase that many of us hear 
from the moment we step 
through the glass doors to the 
College of Education. And 
it is true; education really is 
about relationships. It is about 
the relationship that we as 
teachers build with one another 
in the work environment, 
the relationship that we 
have with the staff in our 
building, the relationship we 
have with parents, and most 
notably, the relationship that 
we have with our students. 

But there are lines that 
should NOT be crossed. 

When it comes to building 
relationships with students, it 
is more than acceptable to talk 
with them about their likes and 
dislikes, ask them how they are 
doing, and learn about what 
they are involved in. None of 
these are directly linked to 
their academic coursework, 
but a student's personal life 
is the primary influence on 
how successful they are in 
the classroom. If a student 
is willing to share this 
information and willingly 
volunteers it, then it is to the 
benefit of both the teacher 
and the student for the 
teacher to store this in their 
mental filing cabinets to refer 
to when necessary. 

Sometimes you will have a 
student who just needs someone 
in whom to confide. The student 
may not be extraordinarily social 
with their peers, may struggle 
academically, or may be facing 
difficulties in their personal 
lives. If a student selects you as 
their confidante and you are not 
uncomfortable in this role, this 
can really benefit their situation. 
1 have experienced this firsthand  

in some of my 
field experience. 
In some cases a 
student may not be 
doing well in one 
aspect of their life 
or another, but once 
they recognize that 
you, an instructor 
with dozens and 
dozens of students, 
are invested in their 
personal success 
and really care 
about them as an 
individual, they 
begin to respond. 

I am by no 
means saying this is the case 
every single time, but students 
respond to respect in kind, and 
often express their appreciation 
by dedicating themselves more 
to your classroom either with 
attendance to class, completion 
of work, or even increased 
effort on assignments. 

This relationship between 
a teacher and a student is 
acceptable and professional. 
It is when this relationship 
progresses to an even more 
personal level that I take issue. 
Never, and I mean never, friend 
your students on Facebook. 
Especially as a student teacher, 
there are lines of professionalism 
that should never be crossed. 

Becoming friends with a 
student on Facebook opens up 
a world of potential problems. 
This connection grants teachers 
access to the everyday workings 
of their students' lives, and no 
matter how unbiased we try to 
be, we too are human and have 
the potential to unintentionally 
be influenced by this 
information. If we see a student 
posting numerous remarks 
about a political party that we 
do not ascribe to, a religion that 
we disagree with, or we simply 
are exposed to a plethora of 
poor grammar and inappropriate  

language, we are gaining 
information which can color our 
opinions of our students. 

How often do you scroll 
through your Facebook feed 
and see one of your friends 
complaining about their 
teachers or their bosses? 
So what happens when you 
teach a lesson that is not 
quite what a student was 
expecting and they rant 
about it on Facebook? Or 
they receive a grade on an 
assignment that is lower than 
they felt like they deserve, is 
it not likely that they will 
complain about the grade, the 
class, or you, the instructor? 
That is something that you 
should not even have the 
opportunity to see. And 
how often do you go home 
at the end of a long day and 
post something about how 
frustrated or exhausted you 
are with a situation? That 
is not something that a 
student should have access to 
viewing. Your personal life 
should remain separate from 
your professional teaching or 
student teaching experience. 

Another aspect that you 
need to take into consideration 
is that if you accept the friend 
request of one student, it  

would be discriminatory and 
could open a whole can of 
worms if you declined that 
of another. Protect yourself 
from this dilemma and don't 
connect with your students 
via social networking. 

To expound on this, as 
a student teacher or even a 
young, newly hired teacher, 
there is no reason whatsoever 
to provide students with your 
personal cell phone number 
and permit them to text you. 

Especially when beginning 
your teaching career as a 
traditional student if you are 
teaching in a high school, 
you may only be three years 
older than those students. You 
are responsible to maintain a 
boundary of professionalism and 
uphold the position of an instructor 
rather than a peer. Provide 
students with an email address 
that you can check regularly, 
correspond professionally, and 
always correspond as though 
your school principal were being 
copied with the emails, and never 
degenerate into a peer relationship 
in these correspondences. 

You are a role model in 
your classroom. You are a 
professional in your school. 
Act the part. 

By NICOLE MOSURE 
opinonernsubretortorg 

I s the death penalty just? Is it 
effective? 

There are many forms of 
this punishment, from hanging 
to the electric chair to lethal 
injection. The question is when 
are these punishments called for; 
and, of course, what happens if you 
kill the wrong person? 

We have all heard 
inmates sitting on death row for years 
after being proven guilty only to find 
out they didn't really commit the 
crime. How many innocent lives have 
we taken this way? 

The major questions on my mind, 
of course, are: "Is it just? Who are we 
to take another life? Is an eye for an eye 
really worth it?" I am all for effective 
punishment and for just punishment. 
However, I still believe that it is wrong 
to take someone's life. I believe that the 
people who commit crimes of a violent 
nature are horrible human beings. 

Nevertheless, I often wonder if 
we are right in taking someone else's 
life because they murdered someone. 
Who are we to decide if someone 
should live and die? 

Unfortunately we cannot always 
be positive that someone is guilty of 
a crime. Juries are asked to decide 
beyond a reasonable doubt, but does 
that mean the judgment is right? 

How horrible would you feel 
if you had taken the life of an 
innocent man or woman? Would it 
make you a murderer? 

The death penalty is not only 
costly but it is, in my view, a very 
unsafe practice. We are judging people 
in a flawed legal system, one where 
the guilty are walking away free and 
the innocent are being proven guilty. 
Should we really be playing with 
someone's life? 

I have my personal views on 
some of the trials that have made 
headlines over the years and in the 
heat of the moment have certainly 
thought the death penalty was 
appropriate. Now however, I know 
that this is not the best decision 
when it comes to punishment. 

I fear that if we continue this 
costly practice it will kill innocent 
people over time and it will actually 
end up costing the taxpayers more 
in the long run. 

Did you know that it actually 
takes more to carry out lethal 
injection than it does to keep a 
prisoner in confinement? Taxpayers 
complain about the cost of up keeping 
a jail yet they do not seem to look at 
the outrageous cost of killing our 
prisoners. It is absolutely disgraceful. 
The costs to take a life are way 
higher than that of keeping a prisoner 
incarcerated for their sentence. 

I do not agree with giving 
prisoners some of the perks that they 
get. I know that they can buy candy, 
have TV time, and other different 
things that I really think you should 
have to live without in prison. 

You did the crime, you should 
have to live with the consequences 
and deal with the fact that you are not 
able to watch TV or have candy. 

I do not agree with taking another 
human life in any form, but I do agree 
with making the jail less of a home 
and more of a jail. 
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