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AROUND THE WORLD IN UNDER FIVE HOURS 
By PATRICIA HAMPTON 
news@msubretortorg 

Travel around the world and 
experience the cuisine and 
culture of countries far and 

near, in just a matter of moments. 
For the eleventh year in a row 

the Montana State University 
Billings International Studies Club 
has brought cultures from around 
the world together for the annual 
International Food Fair. And this 
year, the Food Fair was organized 
in conjunction with a World Dance 
Party. Overall attendance at the 
event was estimated at around 400 
people, not including the numerous 
volunteers and performers. 

The International Food Fair was 
held on Thursday, March 27, 2014, 
in the Rimrock Café on the MSU 
Billings main campus beginning at 
4:30 p.m. The ceilings of the main 
campus's main dining hall were hung 
with flags from around the globe. 

The Food Fair is organized to bring 
together MSU Billings' international 
student population to share their pride 
in their heritage and home countries, 
not only among themselves, but with 
the community at large. 

The entrance fee to the event was 
$15 per person, $10 for students, and 
$5 for children ages ten and under. 
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of the food, and the proceeds would 
benefit the International Studies 

Club and their future activities. The 
admission fee allowed individuals 
access to all-you-can-eat privileges, 
meaning a potential journey to 
approximately a dozen countries in a 
matter of minutes. 

Countries represented by cuisine 
at this event included Bangladesh, 
Cameroon, China, England, 
France, Germany, Iran, Japan, 
Macedonia, Mexico, Saudi Arabia, 
and South Africa. The food was 
served by students native to each 
respective country, and some were 
even dressed in traditional garb to 
enhance the cultural effect. 

Through the cafeteria in 
Banquet A & B, attendees had 
the opportunity to travel and 
experience a world of culture in a 
slightly different manner; here the 
World Dance Party was underway 
from 4:30 p.m. until 9:00 p.m. 
Over seventy-five individuals 
attended the event to perform and 
teach a variety of dance styles. 

The dancing started out with an 
opportunity for lessons in tango 
with Steve Gillis, a local dance 
instructor, who returned later in 
the evening to teach a crowd of 
over two dozen participants the 
basics of merengue. 

Several groups from MSU 
'linings participated in the event, 
including the belly dancers led by 
instructor Julie Hrubes. Gillette 

Vaira, a Zumba instructor and 
member of the MSU Billings 
community, brought several Zumba 
students over and led a fifteen 
minute session which attracted a 
number of interested participants. 

A member of the Hispanic Club 
stepped up and brought nearly two 
dozen members of her family to 
share through performance and 
lesson, three traditional Hispanic 
cultural dances, including the 
Mexican Hat Dance. 

Local non-profit dance group, 
West Coast Swing Montana, was 
represented as well. A group of eight 
dancers, organized by WCS member 
Marina Nunez, began their session 
with a ten minute performance 
demonstrating different styles of 
dancing West Coast Swing, and 
followed up with an abbreviated 
beginner lesson, at the end of which 
beginners and instructors rotated to 
dance with one another and enjoy 
what they had learned. 

Another local dance group, 
the Renegades, donned their 
matching dance uniforms and 
performed several country 
western dances for the captivated 
crowd, and asked that everyone 
join them for their final dance. 

Sisters Hope and Charisa Rae 
shared their love of and expertise 

• - 	 rw,a 	Charisa w ith LeiLit. 
performed two numbers for the 

audience, and then she and Hope 
invited the audience to learn some 
basic dance maneuvers. Hope Rae, 
having recently acquired a broken 
foot, stayed true to her love of dance 
and did not let her injury inhibit her as 
she danced and taught the participants. 

Additional performances included 
a night club two-step by local dance 
community members Terry Padgett 
and Jean Shelp, as well as a foxtrot 
by Ken and Claire Oraysky, also 
active members of the local dance 
community and leaders of WCS. A 
performance with authentic Arabic 
drums accompanied by belly dancer 
Sable was also included in this 
portion of the evening's dances. 

The rest of the evening was left 
to the MSUB Dance Club during 
which time there were some 
individual couple performances, as 
well as whole group demonstrations, 
ending with an open session where 
any individual that was not glued to 
his or her seat was dancing about. 

The next International Food Fair 
and World Dance Party is already 
scheduled for March 26, 2015, so 
if you have that itch to travel, but 
becoming nomadic to see the world 
is not in the cards, be sure to clear 
your calendar for that evening and 
join the Office of International 
Studies of a night of great food, 
dance, and company. 


