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A1v
s our record-breaking 
00 inches of snow 
gins to melt, more and 

more summer activities begin 
to make themselves available 
to outdoor enthusiasts. One of 
those opportunities that offers a 
plethora of fun is the Beartooth 
Highway. 

The Beartooth Highway, 
comprising 63 steep miles and 
ascending over 10,000 feet above 
sea level, is an outlet for countless 
hiking trails, fishing accesses, 
opportunities for nature watching, 
and even late-season skiing. 

Although officials say that 
the highway is scheduled to open 
May 23rd, it's certainly not too 
soon to mark it on your calendar 
and plan your trip! 

Last year on opening day, 
my boyfriend Daniel Smail, an 
automotive major at City College, 
my furry companion Dante the 
cocker spaniel, and I ventured 
up this towering highway and 
we highly recommend you do 
the same! Though there is always 
fun to be had on the Beartooth 
Highway, nothing beats the 
beautiful views you'll encounter 
early in its season. 

As we ascended the highway, 
our first stop included an outlook 
accessed by a short trail that 
exposed the beautiful lay of the 
land—a perfect area to snap a few 
memorable photos of your group. 

A piece of bread will serve 
you well here, especially those 
with children, as the surrounding 
chipmunks love visitors and will 
come near when food is offered. 
Be careful, however, not to feed 
them anything harmful as they 
will accept it without question. 

Continuing on our journey, 
it becomes apparent why the 
Beartooth Highway is a National 
Scenic Byways All-American 
Road. In few other locations 
will you be able to see the grand  

variation of landscapes from the 
window of your car. We passed 
seamlessly from alpine scenes 
to expanses of tundra to thick 
forests to towering walls of ice. 

While it is safe to say that we 
have all had our fill of snow this 
season, it is these massive walls 
of snow that draw the nearly 
seasonal visitors and I cannot 
deny their appeal. The majesty 
and immensity of these icy 
barriers are sure to amaze even 
those who insist on hibernating 
all winter. For a family excursion, 
the snow walls take this outing 
from a boring family car trip to a 
near fairytale that will have them 
mesmerized as you drive through 
the shadowy tunnels the walls 
create. 

Topping the Beartooth Plateau 
lies yet another major attraction 
for the skiers and snowboarders 
who are not faint of heart. At the 
Twin Lakes Headwall, you can 
strap on your gear and experience 
one of nine different chutes from 
May until early July. The area  

has a lift and is maintained by a 
professional ski patrol, though the 
pleasantries of lodges won't be 
found here—this is all about the 
ski experience. 

The ski area is open daily from 
9 AM to 3 PM, weather permitting 
of course, and a full day pass 
will cost you 45 dollars. If you 
just can't scrounge up the cash, a 
half day pass is available for 35 
dollars. While the price may seem 
steep, the summer availability as 
well as the degree of difficulty is 
certainly worth it. 

Beyond the skiing area as we 
neared Cooke City, we saw a sign 
for the Clay Butte Fire Outlook. 
This outlook was constructed in 
1942 to allow the Forest Service 
to keep a close watch for forest 
fires. Since the development of 
more technological fire detecting 
methods, the outlook has since 
been converted to a visitor's 
center and museum. 

Though 	the 	spectacular 
view alone is worth visiting 
the outlook, the museum filled 

with firefighting, geography, 
historical, and nature displays 
will satisfy the trivia-lovers as 
well as teaching the little ones a 
few things. This outlook is free 
to visit and open from 8 AM to 8 
PM. 

Driving on, we were struck 
by how many camping and trail 
head signs that we saw on the 
side of the road. There are 16 
different camping sites along the 
highway that are sure to give 
every camper the weekend trip 
that they have been looking for. 
The number of hiking trails is 
simply overwhelming—no matter 
if you want a short day trip, an 
overnight adventure, or want to 
challenge yourself with a multi-
day hike, the Beartooth Highway 
has something for you. 

Are you one of those people 
who need some water in your 
landscape to make you happy? The 
Beartooth Highway surely won't  

disappoint. Along our adventure, 
we passed countless lakes such 
as the stunning Beartooth Lake 
sitting at the bottom of the Butte 
as well as rivers (ever wanted to 
fish the Clark's Fork?) and even 
waterfalls. After passing beyond 
a short trail, we were able to take 
up-close photos of the stunning 
Crazy Creek Falls. 

If you are a wildlife lover, all 
you have to do is keep your eyes 
peeled. Though all we saw was a 
yellow-bellied marmot and a few 
deer, the area is known to house 
mountain goats, moose, elk, black 
and grizzly bears, as well as 
wolves. 

No matter what sort of outdoor 
adventurer you are—or even if 
you just want to take a peek at 
it!—the Beartooth Highway will 
have too much for you to do in 
just one visit. So go on, mark that 
date for May 23rd and figure out 
what you want to do first! 

Hunting Cont. 
When? 
Shed hunting is best done in late winter 

or early spring. After the autumn mating 
season, bucks will experience a drop in their 
testosterone level and will thus lose their 
antlers. While they can be difficult to find 
during the snowy season of the winter, it is 
not impossible and can provide a fun element 
to your next snowshoe trip. 

However, make sure not to wait too long to 
start looking for sheds! Small animals such 
as squirrels or chipmunks will start to nibble 
on the shed for the calcium they provide, 
taking your treasure with them. 

Where? 
You can shed hunt anywhere that deer 

are. While this might sound like the whole of 
Montana, it is best to find areas where deer eat 
and sleep frequently. Again, this may sound 
like the whole of Montana! However, trails 
away from people will give you the best bet. 
BLM land that is popular for hunting often 
provides a great area for your next shed hunt. 
The Ah Nei Recreation Area in Shepherd, 
this month's Like A Hike, certainly wouldn't 
be a bad place to start! 

It may also help to ask a hunter (as I am 
sure you know at least one) or to backtrack to 
your own hunting grounds. 

How? 

Shed hunting is one of the easiest activities 
there is—all you have to do is look! There 
isn't even any equipment that you need to start 
this pastime aside from a sharp pair of eyes. 

While there isn't much more to shed 
hunting other than looking where you walk, 
there are certainly some pointers to help 
make your shed hunt successful. Walk slow 
and make sure to scan every inch—you never 
know when a flicker of white under a pile of 
decaying leaves will yield your next find. 
Break the land into a sort of grid in your mind 
and make sure that you have scanned each and 
every part of it. 

Though no equipment is truly needed, a 
pair of binoculars surely wouldn't hurt to help 
you distinguish what is bone and what isn't. 
Looking around evergreens is also a good 
plan as many deer enjoy bedding down next to 
a pine during the depths of winter. 

Never forget to check water—river beds, 
ravines, and other areas of water will certainly 
attract deer and may reveal a surprise for you! 

Why? 
Shed hunting can provide you and every 

member of your family—even the four-legged 
variety!—a change to get outside and have a 
little fun. There are learning opportunities, 
a scavenger-hunt type challenge to keep 
everyone interested, and a great way to make 
memories in shed hunting. However, the only 
way to find out why one would shed hunt is to 
go try it for yourself!. 


