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ABOUT THE FOUR-YEAR COURSE 
Students and graduates of E. M. S. N. S. were disap-

pointed when the senate killed the bill for making this 
school a four-year teachers college. Graduates of this insti-
tution are loyal; they prefer to come back here for further 
training; if there were a four-year course it would be well 
attended. 

There is nothing to prevent this institution from being a 
large teachers college, perhaps within the next 25 years. 
It is to the interest of the citizens of the eastern part of 
the state to help the young people from drouth-stricken 
areas to obtain a degree as cheaply as possible in order 
that they may teach in town schools of Montana. 

Eastern Montana needs this opportunity for further 
teacher training now. It is unfortunate that it cannot come 
about when it is needed and during the presidency of the 
man who has headed it since its beginning — Dr. L. B. 
McMullen. 

CLEAN UP THE BULLETIN BOARD 
"Why weren't you at the meeting last night?" an irate 

club officer greets a member. "Meeting? What meeting?" 
is the almost invariable reply of the startled offender. "For 
cat's sake, don't you read the bulletin board? The notice 
was posted for three days." 

Yes, dear officer, the notice was posted for three days, 
but in the jumble on the student bulletin board it takes a 
fine-tooth combing to locate any notice. Even a daily scru-
tiny can't keep the average person completely informed 
about notices on the bulletin board, for they are left up so 
long after they've ceased to be useful that any new notices 
are very likely to be lost in the general confusion. This 
disorder creates a crying need for some system for posting 
notices. 

The prevailing confusion could be partially done away 
with if clubs, students and faculty would take down their 
notices as soon as they are out-dated. Another suggestion 
might be to have the bulletin board divided into portions 
f"' club clnqs notir.es, office notices, faculty notices, 

and student notices. If such a plan were adopted and gen-
erally adhered to fewer officers would get gray hairs about 
faulty attendance at meetings, fewer teachers would be 
annoyed by unprepared classes, and the average student 
would get fewer "bawlings out" because he didn't see that 
notice. 

CAN WE HAVE A QUORUM? 
Another "evidence of luke-warm enthusiasm*" toward 

the running of the school activities was shown in the at-
tendance at three recent meetings. About one-fourth of the 
freshmen were present to elect their officers for the quar-
ter. The seniors were little better, for only one-third of 
them attended their election meeting. Out of forty odd 
who should have helped make up the social calendar for 
the winter quarter only about twenty were present. 

This brings up the question of what constitutes a quorum 
in this school. Robert's Rules of Order require that one-
half the membership be present unless it has been ruled 
otherwise. One adviser jokingly explained that those pres-
ent were "just enough for a quorum." This idea seems to 
prevail, because one never hears of any club or group vot-
ing to postpone action until a quorum is present. 

And why should they? If the time of meeting is posted 
on the bulletin board well in advance, why shouldn't the 
few students who care enough, go ahead with the business 
they have met for? The deplorable fact about this situation 
is that too many students just don't care who is elected or 
what activities we have. It's much easier to beef about 
what the others have done than to do something yourself. 

	0 	 

THOSE READING REPORTS 
In many of the courses offered at E. M. S. N. S. students 

are asked to do a certain amount of collateral reading to 
supplement the text. Some of them have taken recourse to 
the trick of padding their reading report slips so that their 
supposed knowledge is on a par with the railroad indus-
try's watered stock. Who here is so rich that he can invest 
his money to attend this institution and then resort to 
methods of cheating himself? 

Students, school is your investment. Why not build up a 
sinking fund of knowledge instead of falling into a re-
ceivership? 

(*See Rimrock Echo, Dec. 13) 

Page Two 	 THE RIMROCK ECHO 
	

Friday, December 13, _1940 

NYA EMPLOYS 56 STUDENTS 

There are 56 students now em-
ployed on NYA, according to Mr. 
Stuber. Of these, 34 are working at 
various jobs about the campus and 
buildings of E. M. S. N. S. Seven are 
employed with Mr. Gallagher, city  

superintendent of schools. Six girls 
work at the public library under 
Miss Fulmer. Five students are em-
ployed at the postoffice and two 
under Mr. Hayden, Boy Scout exec-
utive. One assists Mr. Lechner, chief 
of police, and one is employed in the 
office of the county superintendent. 

Graduate Writes Poem 
Praised by Macleish 

Bequette Was a Member of Echo 
Staff in 1937 

Bill Bequette, '37 graduate of 
E. M. S. N. S., now associate editor 
of the Montana Kaimin at the state 
university, recently w on national 
recognition for a Kaimin editorial. 
Archibald Macleish, librarian of 
Congress and Pulitzer prize winner 
in poetry, wrote Bequette praising 
highly the editorial in free verse 
called "At Dunkirk a New Order 
was Born and an Old Order Was 
Saved." Macleish expressed a lively 
interest in Bill's plans for the future 
and forwarded a copy of the poem 
to the New York Times, which has 
reprinted it. A copy of the editorial 
follows. 
At Dunkirk a New Order Was Born 

and An Old Order Was Saved 
It is the little people, 
the people of the shops 
and factories, the people 
like you and me and the man 
who brings the meat and 
the milk, the men of common 
clay that count in the wars. 

On that dark night in June 
when half a million men 
of the islands faced death 
on the soil of France, 
trapped by the youth of Hitler, 
in their trance over Europe, 
on that night when the air 
was charged with death and 
the channel waves groaned 
with blood and the cries 
of the wounded and all seemed 
lost, on that night 
there was a miracle and 
the miracle was God and 
the little men, the men 
of the shops and pubs 
and the men who go down 
to the sea in ships, smacks 
and barges or anything 
that will float and carry 
men to safety. 

It was a night for heroes 
and the little men were 
the heroes and some died 
but they rescued the armies 
from the mouth of the German 
machine and 300,000 
young men came back 
to England's shores. 

That was the night 
when the battle changed 
and that was the night 
Old Democracy died 
and New Democracy was born, 
the democracy of the 
little people to replace 
the democracy of the men 
in the top hats, the 
hunting lodges in Scotland 
and the Old School Tie, 
the democracy that died 
because a country belongs 
to the people that die 
for it and the little people 
showed that they could die 
for it and then, too, 
German bombs don't favor 
a top hat more than 
a bared head, a child 
over a diplomat. 

When Bill receives his degree in 
journalism at the end of the quarter, 
he will have the satisfaction of hav-
ing financed his entire college career 
through his own efforts. During the 
two years he was in this school he 
was a very popular janitor. At Mis-
soula he has held various jobs to 
earn his way. 

RECEIVES NEWS FROM LONDON 

Dr. Hines is in receipt of a series 
of interesting letters from General 
Ian Hay Beith, of the London war 
office. General Beith, who is best 
known as Ian Hay, the novelist, is 
public relations counsel for the Brit-
ish war office. He and Dr. Hines 
have been friends since the first 
world war. The latter heard General 
Beith in a radio address some time 
ago, wrote him to that effect, and 
is now on a limited mailing list for 
letters written to a few of Beith's 
friends scattered over the world. 
The letters discuss the state of the 
empire, but particularly deal with 
conditions in London under seige. 

--- + 	 
Where do they get this "old maid 

school teacher" stuff? Alumni of 
E. M. S. N. S. get married so fast 
that Mr. Foote just can't keep the 
rural schools in teachers. Girls, for 
encouraging details see the a rticle 
elsewhere in the Echo. 

WINTER QUARTER SHOWS DROP 

Registration figures  for winter 
quarter of this year show a decrease 
from the figures for the winter quar-
ter of 1940. Last year at this time 
there were 316 students registered. 
At present there are 272. However, 
the between-quarter "turnover" was 
less this year. At the beginning of 
the winter quarter, 23 students reg-
istered who had not been in school 
in the fall quarter. Twenty-seven of 
the fall quarter enrollees were lost 
through graduation, transfer, etc. 
This loss is not as great as last year 
when 14 students failed to re-regis-
ter who had attended in the fall. 

+ 	 
Faculty Members Talk 

To Many School Groups 
Members of E. M. S. N. S. faculty 

have been in demand the last month 
as speakers before education groups. 
Under the entertainment bureau 
headed by Mr. Foote many school 
groups have been visited by the 
faculty members. 

Dr. Hines spoke on the subject 
"What Are You Afraid Of?", a dis-
cussion of superstitions, before the 
Belfry public schools on January 24. 
He spoke again on "Shaking Off 
Superstitions" at a dinner given by 
the Big Horn County M. E. A. at 
Crow Agency. Most recent of Dr. 
Hines' speeches was made at the 
Polytechnic chapel on February 7, 
when he spoke on "Average Be-
havior and Its Variations." 

Dr. Abbott went to Red Lodge on 
January 18, where he spoke to the 
Carbon County Elementary Teach-
e rs association on "Democracy—
American Pattern." 

On the same date, Mr. Hoheisel 
spoke at Columbus before the Still-
water County Elementary Teachers 
association on "Elementary School 
Science." 

Mr. Stuber showed pictures at 
Elysian school on January 9, and at 
Canyon Creek school on January 24. 

Mr. Foote went to Worden on Jan-
uary 14 to speak to a faculty and 
board meeting on the topic "Teach-
ers' Problems." 

Dr. Dean spoke before the County 
Superintendents' conference in Bil-
lings on January 25. He chose as his 
topic "Federal Schools." 

NEWS COMES FROM NORWAY 

Augusta Sveen received a letter 
from a cousin in Oslo, Norway a 
few days ago. The letter was mailed 
December 16 by air mail. Though 
it had been censored, nothing was 
crossed out, but the envelope and 
each sheet were numbered. 

At the time of the writing there 
was a blackout in Oslo. No one was 
permitted to go out without an escort. 
The students had changed schools, 
because the former ones were requi-
sitioned by Nazi soldiers. The writer 
said, "Everything is well with us." 

Dr. Dean Address 
Church Institute 

Dr. Dean was one of the four 
speakers at the five-day training 
institute for church leaders January 
13 through 17. Classes were held in 
the First Christian church of Billings 
in the afternoon and evening. The 
Reverend H. 0. White, pastor of the 
host church, was dean of the insti-
tute. The other speakers lectured on 
church problems, while Dr. Dean 
emphasized child psychology and 
methods of instruction, under the 
heading "Know Your Youth." His 
speeches for the five respective days 
were: "Experience as a Factor," 
"The Laws of Learning," "Individual 
Differences," "Security Essential to 
Integrated Personality," and "Case 
Study Pictures of Child Growth." 
Over 100 church leaders and clergy 
attended. 

Dr. Cooper Sponsors Club 
To Discuss Current Events 
At the request of interested stu-

dents, Dr. Cooper has organized a 
Current Events Discussion club. The 
club will meet on the second and 
fourth Monday evenings of each 
month to alternate with W. A. A. 
schedule. The purpose of the organ-
ization is to keep students well in-
formed about important news issues. 
Members have agreed to read and 
be prepared to discuss articles from 
a list which Dr. Cooper will post. 

Anyone, freshman or senior, who 
is interested may sign the member-
ship list in Dr. Cooper's room. 

Chinese College Life 
Not Destroyed by War 

Mr. Paul Moritz, who has spent 
two years in China as an emissary 
of the Student Christian movement, 
delivered an informal lecture before 
a Normal School assembly on Mon-
day, February 3. Mr. Moritz's sub-
jevt was billed "Education in a 
Chinese Dugout," but at the request 
of Dr. McMullen he digressed to 
present other interesting phases of 
Chinese life. 

Mr. Moritz stressed the surprising 
fact that enrollment in Chinese col-
leges has increased since the out-
break of the war. Other belligerent 
countries are claiming their students 
for industrial and military service 
but not far-seeing China. General-
issimo Chiang Kai Chek in an inter-
view with Mr. Moritz explained the 
ban on collegiate military service 
thus: "China is fighting to build a 
great nation . . . a nation of which 
we can be proud. What would be the 
point of winning a war if to do so 
we must sacrifice our leadership and 
youth?" 

Ninety-one Chinese colleges have 
been destroyed by air raids. Other 
schools have moved on foot many 
thousand miles carrying their equip-
ment, only to be reestablished in 
interior China where air raids are 
less common. These desperate flights 
have resulted in a woeful lack of 
equipment as well as schools. There 
are at present only 105 colleges to 
accommodate 45,000 students. 

Every campus is supposed to be 
supplied with a doctor, but the acute 
shortage of drugs and equipment 
makes the health problem tremend-
ous. Sixty per cent of Chinese stu-
dents are tubercular and eight out 
of ten suffer from malaria. 

Dr. Moritz ended on a humorous 
note by describing his personal dif-
ficulties in a strange, war-muddled 
China. His wild flight during an air 
raid was described by a friend as 
"the best example of the American 
student movement which I have ever 
seen." 

The student groups which Mr. Mor-
itz represents operate a world stu-
dent service fund which is planned 
to assist students in warring coun-
tries. Due to the favorable rate of 
exchange, a few American dollars 
help much in changing conditions 
for students in China. E. M. S. N. S. 
students are given an opportunity to 
contribute to this fund through a 
box in the bookstore window. 

Dr. McMullen Makes Talks 
In Several Communities 

Dr. and Mrs. McMullen were guests 
of honor at a turkey dinner at Wor-
den on January 24. After the dinner, 
Dr. McMullen gave a talk entitled 
"Push and Pull." Funds secured 
from the dinner went to decorate 
the community house. 

In his talk Dr. McMullen dis-
cussed a few of the voluntary or-
ganizations of America, each pushing 
toward its own objective, to show 
that a large part of life in a de-
mocracy is made up of these volun-
tary organizations. He dealt mainly 
with the Boy Scout organization. 

4-  
Dr. McMullen visited the Forsyth 

high school last Monday and at 11:30 
spoke on "America, Montana and 
You." At noon he addressed the 
Forsyth Lions club on "The Function 
of Voluntary Organizations in De-
mocracy." 

At Rosebud high school he spoke 
to the senior class in the afternoor 
on the necessity for enlisting in tht 
teaching profession. Dr. McMulle 
plans to discuss this subject befor 
the senior class of every high scho ,  
of eastern Montana. 

He attended the annual 
and Son banquet of the Boy Scouts 
of America at 6:30 in Forsyth. There 
he spoke on "Scouting in the Yel-
lowstone Valley." 

Light housekeeping students at 
Montana State university have or-
ganized to beat the high cost of small 
quantity buying. The Bachelor's Buy-
ing club helps both the girls' co-
operative house and the baching 
boys by arranging , _!ontracts for 
quantity buying to sell e the "home-
cook" students.—Kaimin Exchange. 

Mr. Foote was recently elected to 
a position in the Kiw anis organiza-
tion. His official title is "Chairman 
of the Committee for the Support of 
Churches in their Sr iritual Aims." 


