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Treadway presents 
future WMC plans

by Steve Howery

WMC’s President Doug Treadway held a 
meeting with WMC students on July 23 and 
presented his ideas for the future plans of 
Western.

In the meeting held in the Centennial 
Room Dr. Treadway discussed the proposed 
Title III grant, special residence hall plans, as 
well as problem distinction and recognition 
within the school.

The Title III program which is currently 
being pursued offers approximately $3 
million for use in WMC’s future role and 
scope over the next 5 years.

The residence halls, explained by Associ
ate Dean of Students Dick Mandeville, to be 
the new name for the domitories, underwent 
the name change because ‘dormitory sounds 
too much like the military.

The new improvements to the halls will 
include construction of study centers as well 
as renovation of general accomodations. The 
as renovation of general accommodations. 
The president explained he hopes to create a 
‘Buy a Bed’ program within the alumni in 
which members will donate a bed or materials 
to the halls.

Dr. Treadway mentioned that the fresh-

Western Montana College student and 
assistant football coach Pat Christensen, age 
23, was injured early morning on July 14 when 
the automobile he was driving left Interstate 
15 on Moose Creek Corner and rolled several 
times.

Christensen, who catapulted from the car, 
suffered two broken bones, a concussion, and 
several scrapes, cuts, and bruises when he 
apparently fell asleep at the wheel just before 
meeting the corner.

men residence halls will be the major priority 
because of WMC’s high frosh drop out rate.

It was reported that 30% of the 1984-85 
freshmen dropped out and that 52% had less 
than a 2.00 Grade Point Average in one of two 
semesters. The President stated that upwards 
of 70% of all entering WMC students have one 
or more college level skill deficiency.

Further observation reveals that Wester’s 
A.C.T. scores were 20% below the state’s 
average.

To solve this attrition of frosh students, 
President Treadway believes we must ‘im
prove from the start’.

Besides study centers and renovation, the 
president feels the need for an increase in the 
amount of remedial courses available. He said 
that students not ready for college need a 
‘headstart’, and hopefully WMC will fulfill 
those needs.

Another area Dr. Treadway views as a 
problem is in the area of faculty counseling for 
students.

The body of students presented a majority 
consensus that WMC’s personal counseling 
was poor, and that more is needed.

A WMC search committee is currently 
negotiating with several applicants to fulfill a 
newly created guidance position. The position 
entails teaching part-time graduate-level 
courses in counseling and part-time personal 
and career development counseling.

The Butte Silver Bow Ambulance crew 
were the first to arrive on the scene, and 
rushed the injured man to the S t James 
Hospital in Butte. Christensen remained 
unconscious for approximately three hours in 
the hospital where he was treated with 16 
stitches to the head and a cast on his left arm.

Christensen has since been released and is 
currently recovering at his home in Dillon.

Dr. Treadway also feels that student sup
portive services at Western are inadequate, 
and the mass of students agreed that the 
student services were at best poor.

Other items discussed by the president 
were long range planning projects and phys
ical plant improvements.

Student Body President Bob Crumley 
stated that WMC pool progressions are still 
positive and that construction is officially 
projected for the summer of 1986.

The heating plant improvement project is 
an effort to make the system more cost-effici
ent. President Treadway stated that the major
ity of work will be done in Main Hall and the 
Girl’s Residence Hall. The purpose is to 
decrease heat in areas of excess and increase it 
to those lacking. The repairs being made will 
also fix the clanging metal pipes in both areas.

Finally, President Treadway reiterated 
that WMC’s main mission is in the area of 
Teacher Education.
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