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•Your Friendly Horoscope 
...And Much More!

Experience One Program Begins
There’s something new at Western this 

year. Really new. In fact, it’s so new and 
different that you won’t find it at any 
other public institution of higher learn
ing in the country. It’s the Experience 
One program and it’s nothing less than a 
new way of learning for college students.

This year at Western, seventy-three 
freshmen are participating in a new 
learning format, sometimes referred to 
as “one class at a time”. The new pro
gram involves just that. Each student 
takes but one class for roughly three and 
a half weeks for about three hours a day. 
Afterward, there is a four day break, 
and then another class is taken up. In 
this way, students move through a typi
cal sixteen credit semester, even as con
ventional students do, but focus on only 
one course until its completion before 
moving on to a new course.

The idea is to initiate a style of learn
ing for students which eliminates typi
cal distractions and conflicts: having to 
work on that deadline paper or looming 
exam while trying to keep up with as
signments from two or three other 
classes. Here, students are able to focus 
on just a single course at a time, and to 
devote all their energies and attention to 
it without having to juggle a complicated 
schedule. The purpose is to allow stu
dents the chance to submerge themselves 
in a single pursuit and to learn that area 
of study thoroughly without having to 
divert themselves from it in order to 
work in other areas. Students can thus 
easily plot their progress toward their 
degrees by satisfactorily  working 
through their courses one step at a time. 
The goal is to not only help students fo
cus their learning abilities without un
due distraction, but to also help them 
achieve their degree goals in the mini
mum amount of time, saving both them 
and their parents some serious dollars.

Faculty, of course, is making adjust
ments as well. For the profs this is a 
chance to break out of conventional 
teaching routines and blaze some new 
trails. They, like their students, are re
vising how they they approach a college 
education. Three-hour classes call for a 
depature from the typical classroom rou
tine, and teaching styles have to get in

novative and fresher as well. As a 
teacher, there’s no way you’re going to 
just stand there and lecture for three 
hours. You have to re-think your ap
proach to get this sort of classroom envi
ronment to work for you, three hours 
straight, five days a week. As a result, 
faculty have the opportunity -  as well as 
incentive -  to break away from routine 
and spread their wings...the chance to 
exercise all those things they got into 
teaching for in the first place. In casual 
conversation that I’ve heard, both stu
dents and teachers seem pretty juiced 
about the new experience. Everybody 
seems excited about the “difference” of 
it all.

As good as it promise&to be for both 
students and teachers, it sounds like it’s 
going to be just as good for the campus 
community as a whole. The funding that 
made the Experience One program pos
sible here at Western came from no less 
an institution than the Department of 
Education’s Fund for the Improvement 
of Postsecondary Education (FIPSE), to 
the tune of a whopping $417 thousand- 
plus dollars. The funding in itself was 
no mean feat. FIPSE allocates its money 
only toward the most promising, innova
tive programs that come along, and se
curing the funding was the product of 
years’ work by those here on campus 
dedicated to the vision of a new style of 
learning. Merely having gotten the fund
ing from such an organization is a seri
ous mark of prestige for Western. The 
new program promises to be nothing less 
than a way for Western to establish it
self as a center for innovative learning 
and achievement, not only for the re
gion, but for the country. At present, 
only four other colleges in the US have 
adopted similar learning styles, all of 
them private institutions. Western is now 
the only public school in the country to 
offer such a program.

Did you think maybe you were out 
there in “the middle of nowhere”? Matybe 
you thought you were out there some
where on the “edge” of civilization? Well, 
you got part of it right. We’re on the 
edge alright. On the cutting edge of 
what’s to be. Ride the wave of it here at 
Western!

Welcome Back...
By Chandra Hacker

Sure, I know it’s already time for mid
terms, but I thought it was worth saying: 
welcome back to Western. Welcome back 
to 8:00am classes, endless homework, 
hours of reading, cafeteria food, cram
ming three weeks of studying into the 
night before the test, not finding the 
books you need in the library and not 
finding parking on campus. Also wel
come back to old friends that you haven’t 
seen all summer, Saturday nights out and 
just having a good time. . .  just not “too” 
good of a time, if you know what I mean.

....New students, welcome to Western. 
Welcome to all the things I just listed for 
our returning students, but also welcome 
to making new friends and creating new 
“families” and having some fun.
* W.E.B. DuBois wrote this about higher 
education: “And yet not a dream, but a 
mighty reality- a glimpse of the higher 
life, the broader possibilities of human
ity, which is granted to the man who, 
amid the rush and roar of living, pauses 
four short years to learn what living 
means.” How right he is . . .

When we begin college, we see it as a 
transition period, a break if you will, from 
high school and our parents’ rules, to 
having to go out into the “real world”
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and get a job. Some of us may see it as 
an endless party, but are we not all learn
ing something? I’m not talking about 
what we learn in the classroom, because 
face it, we do not always pay attention 
there. . .  what I am talking about is what 
we learn between classes.

We are learning responsibility. . .  For 
the first time in our lives we are forced 
to take care of ourselves, do our own 
laundry, clean our own rooms etc. . . . 
We learn that Mommy and Daddy can’t 
always be there for us, no matter how 
much we and they may want them to be. 
So, we have to get jobs to support our 
need to eat and to have fun. But most 
importantly we are learning about who 
WE are, and that is living.

So, to every student at Western . . . 
welcome to learning to live. I hope you 
enjoy your education in it, and most of 
all, I hope you do learn about it.

Please: All incoming submissions to 
the Western Wire must be submitted as 
Word documents and be placed on disk. 
Thank you for your submissions!


