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In mid January, Dr. Alan Weltzien and 
family will travel to Wagga Wagga, New 
South Wales Province, Australia. There 
Dr. Weltzien will teach at Charles strut 
University. This is not Dr. Weltzien’s 
first trip abroad however. In the past he 
has completed two Fulbright fellowships 
(Poland 1989-90, Bulgaria 97-98). “They 
were the best experiences of my life” 
said Dr. Weltzien. He also spent his jun
ior year of undergraduate school in North 
London at the British Consul, where he 
learned from British rather than Ameri
can professors. '

When asked why he was travel
ing to Australia, Dr. Weltzien replied “to 
provide some broad experience particu
larly for our older son”; “Bulgaria was to 
get our daughter abroad.” In Australia 
“our children will wear uniforms, and 
attend public schools.” He also stated 
that he is doing it for “mental health” and 
because “it helps me gain clarity about 
Southwest Montana.”

To his knowledge Dr. Weltzien 
is the 5th faculty member to participate in 
UM-W exchange. He hopes to possibly 
work it out so that an Australian profes
sor can come to Western in the future. 
“Our campus needs international faculty 
and students desperately”, said Dr. 
Weltzien. This is just a one semester 
exchange and upon retuning Dr. Weltzien 
plans on teaching some Australian litera
ture. He and his family are scheduled to 
return in mid July.

Dr. Weltzien prepares for his latest 
adventure abroad in Australia

Coffee Anyone?
Kline Vorhes

How many of you have ever been to The Cup? Probably most of you and if you 
haven’t I highly recommend you do. The Cup opened in 1997; it was originally 
located upstairs in the IT building. Only this year did they move down beneath the 
library. When it first opened, The Cup was managed by Chris Heroux and Laura 
Schaap. They then bought it from Laura Zitzer and have owned it for the past four 
years.

When asked what got them into the coffee business Chris said, “Basically it was 
an opportunity to be around great folks and feel like part of a community. “We find 
that still to be very true.” “We have met a lot of great folks that we probably 
wouldn’t have if we weren’t running The Cup.”

Chris and Laura are always trying to improve their business; during the week 
(usually on Wednesdays) they lend their space and stay open. “To give students and 
community members something to do during the week, it is a great way to meet 
people and have a great time,” said Chris. Such events include: open mic poetry 
night, poetry readings, music jam sessions, and soon there will be a game night, and 
possibly even a study night. Internet service is coming soon to The Cup; they plan 
to be an Internet Café and Espresso Bar.

When Chris was asked about the campus of UM-Western he had this to say. “It’s 
a great campus and it has come a long way in five years; there has been a fair amount 
of change and it is good change. Not so much just the grounds have changed but 
programs such as Experience One are a great step for the college. All in all just a lot 
of great changes; this building (RETC) provides a lot for the students and commu
nity.” He also said that Western gives them a “sense of family. The people are like 
family to us.”

It hasn’t always been easy for Chris and Laura though. “The neatest thing I love 
is when we took over we struggled; but with dedication and the folks we’ve had it’s 
been wonderful, we really enjoy the creativity from they students and customers.” 
On the flyers that they put out, the words “finest and friendliest place to fill your cup 
in Dillon” appear. “I truly believe that” said Chris and so do I.

In an effort to promote conservation, Chris and Laura have offered a discount for 
bringing in your own cup. They have also made many changes to the menu lately. 
Recently, wraps were added; they are made fresh daily and for you non-meat eaters 
they do offer a vegetarian one as well as roast beef, turkey, and ham. Their drink 
menu is also well diversified. “We try to keep everybody pleased so we try to 
provide enough options so people don’t have to leave campus to get coffee,” said 
Chris.

The Cup is a place where you can come hang out or study or simply enjoy a nice 
cup of coffee (or latte, or espresso, or just about anything else). “Professors and 
students will come and go but The Cup is here to stay.” Chris commented. So it 
seems that customers are happy and the owners are happy, but what about Cup 
employees? “I really like it down here; they make sure we have fun. As long as 
things are getting done we can talk to customers and have fun, which makes it a lot 
easier” said Emily, an employee at The Cup. Everyone is happy at The Cup and that 
can be attributed to the atmosphere. Everything is so relaxed down there; it’s 
impossible to be unhappy at The Cup.

The Cup is open from 7am-8pm on Monday through Thursday, and from 7am-4pm 
on Friday. The Cup is closed on weekends. They are open for evening activities. To 
schedule an activity give Chris and Laura a call at 683-7020. They are willing to help 
plan an event if you are interested.

Where Have 
all the Parties 

Gone?
Jeff Feenstra

I remember a time not too long ago 
when the bars would be packed 3 nights 
out of the week. Wednesday, no matter 
what your schedule on Thursday, Fri
day, and Saturday. Every week these 
tree crazy nights were a time for Uni
versity of Montana Western students to 
go out and paint the town of Dillon. Danc
ing, just a little bit of drinking, and just a 
great time. What ever happened to our 
dedication to these traditional nights?

Well I guess some of us can at
tribute it to growing up. Yeah, yeah what
ever, we’re all in college and unless 
you’re a senior who is about to graduate 
you can still go out once in a while. An
other reason, which is probably the big
gest reason why the town of Dillon is so 
dead on the weekends, is the fact that 
the bars just aren’t as fun anymore. Well 
I will admit that the bar scene does get 
old after a while, but where have all the 
freshman gone. These people are just 
getting a taste of college life and the 
freedoms that come with it. Your fresh
man year is a time to party and get crazy. 
Your parents can’t tell you not to go out 
anymore so get crazy.

So what is the solution to all this? 
What can make the weekends in Dillon 
livelier? Well we could start with a 
change in scenery. If everyone always 
goes to the same place it does get old. I 
think we need better house parties in 
this town. I don’t understand why every 
party ends at 11:30 so everyone heads to 
the bars. What ever happened to parties 
that last until everyone is “sleeping?” 
Now I know that the only goal of a police 
officer in this town is to break up house 
parties so he can fill his monthly MIP 
quota, but if we don’t get too out of con
trol and keep everyone inside there 
shouldn’t be a problem. Another thing 
would be to switch up the bars we go to. 
There are two bars with dance floors so 
why not experience both. The Club one 
week and The Metlen the next. They are 
both fun bars we just have to get people 
there every once in a while.

Now I am not saying that the 
only way to have fun in this town is to be 
a party animal. There are a few things to 
do, or so I’m told. I am just saying that 
we are in college and we can only do this 
once so live it up. I guess with our small 
campus it is hard to have a good party


