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Decriminalized Marijuana for the Bicentennial Album Review
By Allan Rabinowitz

“I CAN THINK OF NO AREA 
OF CRIMINAL LAW WHERE SO- 
CALLED CRIME AND PUNISH
MENT ARE IN SUCH IMBAL
ANCE.” Sen. Alan Cranston 
<p-CA)

In most parts of the country, a 
person caught with as little mari
juana as one joint Is still officially 
a “crithtaal,” and will have a life 
long criminal record to prove It. 
But efforts to decriminalize mar- 
ljuna gained momentum this past 
summer with five states making 
major reforms In their marljuna 
laws. Another state gave consti
tutional protection to persons 
who possess marljunana only In 
their homes and two major feder
al marijuana reform bills are 
awaiting action In Congress.

Five states—Alaska, California, 
Colorado, Ohio and Maine—will 
now consider possession of small 
amounts of pot a civil offense, 
dropping criminal records and 
jail sentences for possession. In
stead, a maximum fine of $100 
(except In Maine, where the fine 
for possession of any amount of 
marijuana for personal use is 
$200) will be Imposed. The laws 
are patterned after the legisla
tion of Oregon, which In 1973 be
came the first state todecrlmin- 
allze pot.

In Alaska, laws against pot were 
weakened still further when the 
state Supreme Court ruled that 
possession of marijuana by adults 
In the home fell under the consti
tutionally protected right of pri
vacy. The 5-0 landmark decision, 
based on the Alaska constitution 
and not the Federal Constitution, 
cannot be appealed to the US Su
preme Court.

Meanwhile, two measures deal
ing with marijuana reform are 
awaiting action In the US Senate. 
One bill, sponsored by Jacob Ja- 
vits (R-NY), Alan Cranston 
(D-CA) and others In a bi-partl- 
san coalition, calls for the reduc
tion of marijuana penalties to a 
civil offense punishable by a fine 
not to exceed $100.

At the same time, an amend
ment dealing wit marijuana de
criminalization Is being pushed 
alongside the massive new Fed
eral Criminal Code now under 
consideration by the Senate. A 
product of the Nixon and Ford ad
ministrations, the revised code,If 
enacted, would penalize possess
ors of any amount of marijuana 
with a 30-day jail sentence and/or 
a fine of up to $10,000, unless the 
decriminalization amendment Is 
Included.

Two si miliar measures are cur
rently under review by sub-com
mittees In the House of Represen
tatives.

The current federal law makes 
possession of marijuana punish
able by one year In jail and/or a 
$5,000 fine.

Keith Stroup, director of the Na
tional Organization for the Reforr. 
of Marijuana Laws (NORML), ex
pressed “ reasonable optimism” 
about the outcome of natonal 
marijuana legislation. It Is pos
sible , Stroup said, that the bills 
could be voted on by the entire 
Senate sometime next spring. 
“If that happens, ” he added, 
“we’ll be within striking dis
tance.”

Although a large number of sen
ators supported loosened mari
juana penalties, Stroup said, ac
tively pursuing a marijuana re
form bill Is not a high priority 
for most.

One Important condition must be 
met, emphasized Stroup, If the 
drive for marijuana reform is to 
succeed. “ We need the support of 
a couple of major conservative 
senators, someone like Barry 
Goldwater or James Buckley.”

Up to this time, conservative 
senators have strongly opposed 
marijuana reform. Senator 
James Eastland (p-MS) warned 
of a “ marijuana-hashish epidem
ic”  in a report of the US Senate 
Subcommittee on Internal Secur
ity.

But some intellectual conserva
tions, suchas columnists William 
F. Buckley and James J. Kilpat
rick, have come out In favor of 
lesser pot penalties. Kilpatrick, 
in fact, asserts |that the decrim
inalization of marijuana “pre
cisely accords with conservative 
thinking,” and holds that this view 
towards marijuana should be part 
of a larger reassessment of con
servative attitudes toward such 
crimes of Individual behavior as 
homosexual relationships and 
gambling.

Decriminalization efforts are 
alive In the District of Columbia 
and Minnesota, and Stoup of 
NORML expressed hope about 
both those states. Support for 
decriminalization has also been 
building in such esteemed organ
izations as the National Bar As
sociation and the Governing 
Board of the American Medical 
Association.

ThePeoples Bicentennial Com
mision, a non-profit organization 
was established In 1971. The Peo
ples Bicentennial Commission is 
committed to two objectives. 
First, re-acquainting people with 
the democratic principles stated 
In the Declaration of Indepen
dence and fought for during the 
American Revolution.Second,ex
extending those same democratic 
principles to the economic In
stitutions of our country during 
the Bicentennial Era.

To date, over 5,000 school 
boards, libraries, and other 
academic institutions have pur
chased our educational materials, 
In addition, thousands of churches 
fraternal organizations, local Bi
centennial Committees and civic 
associations have Incorporated 
PBC material Into their Bicenten 
niai programming.

The trend, slowly but steadily, 
is towards a more lenient ap
proach to pot. It has been esti
mated that 18% of the population 
has tried pot at least once.

While Los Angles Police Chief 
Edward Davis warns of a mas
sive outbreak of crime if pot 
laws are loosened, proponents of 
decriminalization argue that po
lice will be freed to pursue more 
serious crime, and that the courts 
will be less clogged. Legislators 
such as Sen. Birch Bayh (D-IN) 
are complaining about the 400,000 
pot arrests each year, costing 
$600 million in tax money, while 
at the same time serious crime 
has risen by 17%, according to 
FBI figures.

But the move towards more lib
eral marijuana laws is by no 
means an avalanche. A recent 
survey by the private, independ
ent Drug Abuse Council report
ed that 40% of American adults 
would like to see tougher penal
ties for sale and possession of 
small amounts of the drug, while 
39% want te laws relaxed.

And though other states are pre
paring legislation along the lines 
of the five states that decrimina
lized marijuana this summer, ten 
states have recently killed simi
lar measures. At least one state 
has gone further than that- In In
diana, such paraphernalia as 
roach clips and hash pipes have 
been outlawed—though papers 
were overlooked.

Other educational programs 
and activities include- 

The Voices of *76 radio series, 
currently being-aired by 942 
radio stations across the coun- 
try-

Our first TV program (part 
of a 12-part series of mini-dra
mas on the Revolution) now being 
aired on 145 stations-

Publication of 6 commercial 
books on the Bicentennial and the 
Revolution with Bantam and Si
mon & Schuster.

In addition, Peoples Bicenten
nial Commission in 34 states are 
taking direct action on issues of 
local and national importance.

The Bicentennial Is more than 
hoopla, parades, and plastic li
berty bells. For millions of us, It 
is an opportunity to renew our 
patriotic commitment to the prin
ciples of the American Revolution

OUTLAWS 
The Outlaws

I ’ll be the first to admit that 
southern music Is my weakness. 
Bands like the Allmans, Lynyrd 
Skynyrd, Marshall Tucker . ..the 
list could go on and on, all have 
earned a reputation for a together
ness, tightness, and good boogie. 
As southern music’s popularity 
grows, however, the chances of a 
third-rate band capitalizing on the 
southern sound do too. Such 
Is not the case with the Outlaws.I 
was fortunate enough to see them 
perform behind Charlie Daniels’ 
band on his last tour of the states. 
No one had any idea who the Out
laws were, but If they were there, 
it couldn’t be that bad. Well, ol’ 
CJ3. had better watch out because 
this unheard of band blew him right 
off the stage. From the time 
“Waterhole”  started until the 
time “Green Grass and High 
Tides” was over, not one person 
in the whole place was still.Upand 
at 'em rock and roll and that’s all 
there was to it. The Outlaws are 
three lead guitarists, one bass 
player and one drummer. A basic 
formula creating some of the best 
unbasic musicl’veheardforalong 
time. Both of the afore mentioned 
songs are included on this album, 
their first, on Arista Records. 
“ Waterhole” is a blue-grass type 
instrumental with some very nice 
things happening within it. The 
song, the whole album for that 
matter, is one of those few and 
far between records where you can 
hear something different each 
time you put It on. The two lead 
guitarists, Hughie Thomassonand 
Billy Jones, are both equally as 
fast as Alvin Lee of Ten Years 
After fame, and they both have the 
technical and musical know-how of 
Eric Clapton. Perhaps, you might 
say I ’m overrating them but this 
album is not one to be taken lightly. 
Sit down and really listen and 
music comes out of your speakers 
you never thought possible.Frank 
O’Keefe, the bassman always has 
something going, and Henry Paul, 
acoustic guitarist keeps right up 
with the lightening double leads. 
The drummer, Monte Yoho, holds 
down some very incredible beats 
while around him all you see are 
blurred fingertips on frets. The 
last cut on the second slide, 
“Green Grass and High Tides” 
works itself into such a frenzy 
that guitar are going twice the 
speed, sometimes three times 
the speed everyone else is .I  ac
tually think I’m going to hear each 
of them drop from exhaustion after 
the song. Apparently these boys 
have paid their dues and obviously 
they’re not going to wait for any
body. This is progressive south
ern music! Take a listen to “Song 
For You”  and tell me you’ve heard 
anything like that. “ CryNoMore” 
leaves you begging for more, a cut

called “ ‘Song in the Breeze” 
leaves you praying for more, and 
then “Green Grass and High 
Tides”  makes you take more and 
more until you fall back in your 
chair dreaming about their next 
album In the makings, hoping It's 
at least half as good.

This is the best debut album I 
have ever listened to and I have a 
feeling it will remain as such for 
a long time. In my opinion, a lot 
other southern bands better get on 
it and move or people will just 
listen to their album once, file It, 
and put on the Outlaws to hear what 
it still is all about.

On a scale from one to ten, one 
being music to throw up by and ten 
being what you expect to hear on 
your way to heaven,I’d easily give 
this one a 9.2 OUTLAWS gets an 
8.4 for recording quality. 
D.P.P.Jr.

Carroll 
Enrollment 
is up 10%
Dr. Francis J. Kerins, the pre

sident of Carroll College, has 
announced the current enrollment 
for the Helena college.

“There are 1,387 students at
tending Carroll this fall,’’Kerins 
said. “This represents a 10 per 
cent increase over last year.” 

The spring enrollment at Car- 
roll reached 1,261 students.

“ With that many students, our 
needs increase and services to 
the students must also increase. 
We have to make sure that indi
vidual attention to each student 
is maintained.”

Carroll is very gratified that 
the faculty has responded so gen
erously to the extra demand. 
Some additional part-time teach
ers have been hired.

“ We are also very sorry that 
we had to turn some students away 
from Carroll. We’re not happy, 
when we have to turn down any
one who wants to learn,”  Kerins 
said.

“ We also have to achieve some 
financial support on the commu
nity level to maintain our high 
standards. The students pay about 
75 per cent of the costs and we 
have to generate the other 25 per 
cent from other sources.” kerlns 
added.

There are 1,116 full-time stu
dents at Carroll for the fall sem
ester, which represents a nine 
per cent increase over last 
spring. There are also 271 part- 
time students.

Part of the increased enroll
ment is attributed to the 424- 
member freshman class. In 1974, 
there were 376 freshman on cam
pus.
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