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Bike Rip-Off

Bicycle theft at Yale is proceeding at a brisk 
rate this summer. Exact figures will not be 
available until the police complete their annual 
report, but Louis Cappiello, chief of police at 
Yale, estimates that one or two bikes are stolen 
daily at Yale.

Bicycle theft is currently the biggest prob
lem that the Yale police face, he says, and is a 
growing problem everywhere, not just on cam
pus. No cyclist is safe from having his bike 
stolen. According to Cappiello, even his own 
son’s bicycle has been stolen.

Sergeant James S. Close, head of the detec- 
live division o f the Yale police, gives several 
reasons for the high theft rate this summer. He 
¿ays that most regular Yale students, who are 
familiar with the bicycle theft problem, are not 
on campus during the summer. Instead, summer 
students, many of whom are not accustomed to 
bicycle safety measures, are now in residence, 
(’lose also notes that, with school out, neigh
borhood juveniles have more opportunities to 
commit thefts.

Sgt. Close estimates that 90 percent o f Yale 
bicycle thefts are committed by juveniles. They 
find a ready market for the stolen bikes because 
of the high demand for bicycles, particularly 
expensive ones.

Tools of the Trade
Methods used by bicycle thieves are num

erous. Last week a man jumped out of a passing 
car, grabbed a parked bike, and rode off on it. 
However, a witness to the incident noted the 
registration number on the bicycle and reported 
it to police. Because of this, police were able to 
apprehend the thief.

Another ploy sometimes used by thieves is 
to  ride up to a bicycle rack on an old, rusted- 
out bicycle, park it, and ride away on some
body else’s new, expensive bike. This trick can 
easily go unnoticed by passersby.

Thieves must resort to tools in order to steal 
locked bicycles. The most common tool used 
by bicycle thieves is the boltcutter. Police 
studies show that is used in 88 percent of cam
pus thefts o f locked bicycles, and in 74 percent 
of city thefts. Other tools sometimes used in
clude hacksaws, hammers, prybars, lock picks, 
vise grips, and pliers.

Theft Prevention
In order to safeguard against the theft of his 

bicycle, every bike owner should register his 
bike, use a good, high-security lock, and be 
careful where he parks his bike.

•  Every cyclist should register his bike with 
both the Yale police and the New Haven police. 
Yale registration is free and takes only a few
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minutes. A student wishing to register his bike 
should contact the Yale police at Phelps Gate.

•  The purchase of a good lock can be the 
most important step for a bicycle owner to tak 
in preventing the theft of his bike. Close says 
that many Yale students make the mistake of 
locking expensive bicycles with cheap, inade
quate locks.

The best bicycle lock is the Citadel lock, ac
cording to Sydney Bruskin, owner o f Bruskin’s 
Bicycle Center. The Citadel is a U-shaped key 
lock which withstood attack by hammer, pry- 
bar, boltcutters, and hacksaw in police tests. 
This lock, which retails for about $22, is large 
enough to lock the rear wheel and frame of a 
bicycle to a post. A quick-release front wheel 
can also be locked to the post. There are about 
300,000 different combinations to  Citadel 
locks, so duplicate keys are not a problem. 
Bruskin says that he has never heard of a theft 
of a bike secured by a Citadel lock.

The only rival to the Citadel lock is the 
Kryptonite, which is similar in size and shape. 
The Kryptonite lock retails for just under $20. 
Police tests show that it is invunerable to attack 
by most tools; however, a patient thief can saw 
through it in 114 minutes with a hacksaw. 
Bruskin reports that few bicycles locked by 
Kryptonites are stolen.

The next best form of bicycle protection is 
a case-hardened steel chain fastened by a 
shackle padlock. The chain and lock together 
can cost between $11 and $19, depending on 
the length of the chain and the type of padlock 
selected. Unfortunately, police say that such a 
chain, although having some deterrence value, 
offers little resistance to a thief equipped with 
boltcutters.

•  Bicycles should always be locked when 
left unattended. The best place to leave a bike 
outdoors is in a well-lit, frequendy traveled 
area. At night, a bicycle should be locked in a 
safe, indoor area. Bruskin warns that people 
who live in “safe” areas tend to leave bikes in 
unlocked garages at night. He says that, regard
less of where the bicycle owner lives, he should 
lock his garage and lock the bicycle in the 
garage.

•  Always lock the frame and rear wheel (not 
just the front w'heel) to  an immovable object. 
Sgt. Close warns that a bike can be stolen when 
chained to a parking meter if thieves can lift 
the bicycle so that the chain is freed.

Once he has followed the above suggestions, 
the bicycle owner can do little else to protect 
his bike from theft. However, a bicycle owner 
can protect himself from financial loss in the 
event that his bike is stolen by purchasing theft 
insurance. Coverage costs about $4 a year per 
$50 of bicycle value. Information about bicycle 
insurance may be obtained at Bruskin’s and 
other bicycle dealers.

Long-Term Solutions

Regardless of what bike owners do, bicycle 
theft will continue to increase unless new 
measures are introducted to combat it. Police 
studies offer the following recommendations.

Bicycle manufacturers could help to stop 
theft by such measures as requiring registration 
by a dealer o f each new bike that he sells, pro
viding a built-in bicycle lock and stamping a 
bicycle’s serial number in several places on the 
bike. Manufacturers could also eliminate the 
confusion which is caused by several numbers 
being present on a bike by clearly distinguishing 
the serial number.

Improvement in bicycle facilities could 
also reduce theft. Police suggest more interior 
or attended parking areas, or areas watched 
by closed-circuit television. Bicycle parking 
facilities located close to cyclists’ destinations 
and shielded from the sun and rain would in
duce safer parking practices.

Many bicycle racks in use today are inade
quate. Most do not allow locking of the frame 
and rear wheel, and many do not permit 10- 
speed bicycles to be parked without damage to 
rims or gearing mechanisms. Better-designed 
racks would help to  reduce bicycle theft.

Those interviewed for this article also have 
long-term ideas on how to fight bicycle crime. 
Cappiello emphasizes the need for better locks 
and bicycle racks. He also recommends that 
legislation be enacted which would require bike 
owners to produce proof of ownership when 
asked to do so by police, just as automobile 
owners must.

Sgt. Close notes that many imported bi 
cycles either lack serial numbers or have them 
in different places. He would like to see serial 
numbers present on every bike in a standard 
position. Also, Close claims that the small 
penalties given to juvenile bicycle thieves do 
not deter them from future crimes. He would 
prefer stiffer penalties.

Bruskin urges that bicycles be registered 
"statewide, nationwide, and worldwide.”  He 
says that this would cost little but provide 
much protection for the bicycle owner. Cur
rent registration is usually for small geograph
ical regions, he says, and allows the bicycle 
thief to easily dispose of stolen bikes outside of 
the registration area.

Co-operation by students and members of 
the community is essential in controlling bi
cycle theft. Cappiello says that he appreciates 
the degree of co-operation which the police 
have received during the past year. Emphasizing 
the need for continued support, he asks that 
anyone noticing suspicious activity where bi
cycles are parked to notify the police.
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Results of 
Councils

CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT 
COMMITTEE

The Sept. 17 meeting was 
largely an organizational one. 
A portion of the discussion cen
tered on the role of students In 
the planning process. It would 
appear that for purely mechan
ical reasons, students find them
selves playing a secondary role 
in curriculum planning. Faculty 
naturally are held to account 
more strictly for curriculum de
cisions. Student members of the 
committee are aware of this fact 
and can be expected to press for 
substantial input.

COLLEGE COUNCIL
Despite painfully obvious at

tempts to deny that it was hap
pening, the battle lines were al
ready drawn In the first Coun
cil meeting of the year. There 
Is no denying that there are at 
least two prominent and oppos
ing philosophies among Council 
members. This should not nec
essarily  be constructed to mean 
the Council members cannot work 
together for an effective policy
making body this year. Most 
members were enthusiastic about 
the prospects for a “good year” 
following the meeting. Perhaps 
the Council will truly become the 
“ center of policy making at Car- 
roll” .

STUDENT LIFE COMMITTEE
The 5th meeting of the Student 

Life Committee was held Tuesday 
the 23rd. This committee’s pri
mary task over the summer 
months was to define priority 
areas In student life, that Is, those 
areas which the students them
selves feel are crucial to their 
College career. To this end the 
committee distributed a ques
tionnaire to the student body ask
ing students to clarify their 
needs. Based on the results of this 
questionnaire, the committee Is 
In the process of assigning unit 
study teams to those areas iden
tified by the students as top prior
ity, such as dorm living, food ser
vice, etc.

The biggest challenge facing not 
only the Student Life Committee 
but also the other Planning Com
mittees is  that of establishing 
credibility as something more 
than “Study groups”  With this in 
mind, the Student Life Committee 
is  looking at the possibility of put
ting into practice 2nd sem ester 
some of the recommendations 
formulated this sem ester. In this 
way, the Carroll’s long-range 
planning will benefit those at Car- 
roll whose needs are Immediate.

ICITADEL
Ultra-high Security Lock


