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Walsh Lecture to present 
Pete Bucher

The dilemma of the returning 
POW has been given widespread 
coverage in the wake of our coun
try ’s pullback from Southeast Asia. Families of prisoners, the 
media, legislators and special in
terest groups all have been In
strumental in giving this issue the 
attention It deserves. But a mid all 
the voices raised concerning the POW’s, one has been missing, 
that of the returning soldier him
self. Vietnam has spawned the 
most reticent and least visable 
generation of veterans in mem
ory. It has been a rare occa
sion when we have heard a firs t
hand account of the reality of 
imprisonment, the problems of 
readjustament and the residual 
changes In attitude toward Amer
ica and our military establish
ment.

One man has chosen to speak. 
Commander Lloyd M. (Pete) 
Bucher (USN, Retired) sparked 
a national cause celebre in 1968 when he and the crew of his ship, 
the Pueblo, were siezed Illegally 
and imprisoned in North Korea. 
His eleven-month confinement in 
solitary, his release and his ev
entual review by a Navy Court of 
Inquirty amid charges of viola
tion of the Uniform Code of Mili
tary Justice have made one of the 
most inspiring stories to em er
ge from our sordid and unpopular 
experience in that hemisphere. 
Pete Bucher, admittedly shaken 
but ultimately unbowed by his or
deal, hasemergedasathoughtful, 
surprisingly independent and af- 
irmative voice on behalf of 
America’s youngest generation of 
fighting men.

Bucher, a 27-year Navy veteran, 
has seved In wars popular and un
popular, and he has seen the face

of A merica and our military ser
vices change from the glow of 
victory to the pallor of stalemate. 
His observations on the Vletnam- 
era fighting men are filled with 
admiration for their spirit and ab 
llity to perform under inhuman 
conditions. (Bucher’s efforts to 
recognize his men’s valor have 
resulted In the first citations for 
bravery ever awarded to prison
ers of war.) He feels that, des
pite their dlsllusionment, today’s 
military men are as capable as 
ever. His observations on the 
changes in the military and the 
Selective Service System (which 
he has always felt to be uncon
stitutional) and the problems of 
readjustment for returning vet
erans and POW’s (he advocated 
unconditional amnesty for war 
registers as well) are laced with 
examples from his own career 
and imprisonment.

But Pete Bucher’s message lies 
In the story of his imprisonment. 
Eleven months of solitary con
finement while undergoing brutal 
treatment raised questions in his 
mind - what were the limltsof his 
endurance and that of the men un
der him? How would the crew of the Pueblo react to confinement 
and torture? Did his country care 
about what happened to him? And 
how was he expected to act, part
icularly In light of the rigid con
duct prescribed in the UCMJ and 
the Code of Conduct?

The questions of how much a man 
can be expected to endure in the 
name of patriotism -  and how 
much hecanwithstandinthename of self-respect will be probed by 
Pete Bucher, October 20, at 8 p.m. 
in the PE center.

COLLEGE-a waste at any price?
By Cynthia Crossen

Editors note- We Invite and en
courage your response to this a r 
ticle.

There was a time when going to 
college was an honor, a promising 
sign, a good omen for the future. 
Jobs were plentiful for the up
wardly mobile. College-educated 
people were thought to be bound
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Tomorrow evening at 9/15 p.m. 

in St. Charles Lounge, Randy 
Rabensteln will make a presenta
tion on behalf of Y-Pals, a YMCA sponsored organization which 
seeks to lend support and friend
ship to young boys from father
less homes in the Helena area.

Anyone interested Is urged to 
attend. Also, this weekend the 
club will host the Fall Conference 
for the Montana Circle K district. 
Clubs from Missoula, Bozeman, 
Billings, Havre, andDillon plan to 
attend. As part of the activities 
horror movies and cartoons will 
be shown Saturday night In St. 
Charles Lounge. Popcorn and 
refreshments will be available. 
Everyone Is invited to come and 
have a good time on us.

for a better world, armed with the 
ability to think and analyze that 
they had acquired In college. If 
everyone were college educated, 
many people thought, the world 
would be a better place to live.

But Caroline Bird, author of the 
controversial look THE CASE 
AGAINST COLLEGE, and a col
lege graduate herself, argues that 
these were just society’s myths 
durlnv the education boom of the 
late fifties and sixties. The space 
race with Russia was in progress and mass higher education seemed 
to be the hope of the future. But 
statistics in the early seventies

show that many college graduates 
are working In factories, driving 
cabs or waiting on tables. It is not 
only the shortage of jobs which 
have driven the well-educated Into 
mannual labor, Blrdclalm s.lt has 
also become apparent to some that 
college graduates are not the in
valuable commodity they once 
were thought to be.

Why then, Bird wonders rhetori
cally, are so many young people 
still flocking to college, knowing 
that four years of training won’t 
insure them a job in their fields? 
It Is partly the religion of the l i 
beral arts education, Bird con
cludes.Spokane Symphony here Thursday

be described In superlatives from

Final preparations are in progress for the Thursday, October 
16th appearance of the Spokane 
Orchestra In residence at Carroll 
College. The concert, to be held Thursday evening at 8 p.m., In 
the Cathedral of St. Helena, is the 
fifth consecutive appearance of 
the Spokane Orchestra in Helena, and Is sponsored by the Carroll 
College Music Department with 
financial assistance from the Associated Students of Carroll 
and Home Federal Savings of Hel
ena.

Conductor Donald Thulean will 
arrive Wednesday to meet for the 
first time with the College Choir 
and the guest soloists for Thurs
day’s concert. The College Choir 
will be singing the first A merican 
performance of Brian Kelly’s 
setting of the “Stabat Mater” , a 
Passiontide poem dating from the 
late 14th century and set in a high
ly dramatic and powerful contem
porary musical style. Fay Bu- 
ness and Michael Swisher, both 
of Helena, will appear as sopra
no and baritone soloists.

Mrs. Buness sang with the Coll
ege Choir and Orchestra In the 
Poulenc “Gloria" last April, and 
has sung extensively with Helena 
musical groups. She teaches 
voice and piano privately, and is 
organist at St. Paul’s Methodist 
Church. Swisher has sung solo 
roles in “Ahmal and the Night 
Visitors,”  “ Marriageof Figaro” 
Man of LaMancha” and “Damn 
Yankees.”  He taught vocal mus
ic in the Billings School System

and is presently manager of the 
Helena K-Mart. Both solosits 
are natives of Missoula, and 
graduates of the University of 
Montana School of Fine Arts.

The faculty of the Carroll Mus
ic Department, JosephMunzen- 
rider and Cecilia Grose, will also 
appear with the Spokane Orches
tra  in the capacity of duo-pianists playing the “ Concerto for Two 
Pianos and Orchestra”  by Fran
cis Poulenc, a contemporary 
French composer. The work can

sensuous, lyrical, passionate, my 
stical to down-right funny.

Tickets for Thursday evening’s 
performance are available at O’
Connell Hall at the Switchboard 
and downtown at Home Federal 
Savings and at Hatch’s at Capitol 
Hill Shopping Center. Students 
are $2.50 and Adults $3.50 In ad
vance. Tickets will be available 
at the door the night of the con
cert for slightly higher price.

This is a real Carroll College night —  see you there.


