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WINTER TRACTION FACT SHEET
Summary of Test Findings of the 

National Safety Council's Committee on Winter Driving Hazards
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1 Radial and bias-belted tires offer no advantage over 
regular tires when driving on ice.

2 Conventional snow tires (without studs) offer no 
advantage over regular tires in stopping on ice; in fact, they 
are slightly inferior to regular tires in this respect.

3 Studded snow tires on the rear wheels reduce braking 
distance on ice by 19 percent as compared with regular tires.

4 Reinforced tire chains on the rear wheels reduce 
braking distance on ice by 50 percent as compared with 
regular tires.

3  Conventional snow tires (without studs) improve 
pulling ability by 28 percent on glare ice and 51 percent on 
loosely packed snow as compared with regular tires.

6  Studded snow tires develop about three times the 
pulling ability of regular tires on glare ice.

7 Reinforced tire chains provide more than seven times 
the pulling ability of regular tires on glare ice, and better 
than four times the pulling ability of regular tires on loosely 
packed snow.
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8 When used on the rear wheels only, these traction aids do not materially 
improve the cornering capacity of a vehicle. With studded tires on all four 
wheels, however, cornering speed is increased about 25 percent.

9  Regardless of efforts to improve traction on ice through the use of snow 
tires, studded tires, or reinforced tire chains, in no instance is the resuiting 
traction close to that of conventional highway tires on either a dry or a wet 
pavement.

The above summary, prepared by the Safe Winter Driving League, is based on 
test reports of the National Safety Council’s Committee on Winter Driving 
Hazards for the years 1967 through 1973 and the Council's 1974 booklet,
'•Exorcise Winter Hazards—Exercise Safe Driving Habits."
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Traction tests measure your ability to go!

The above chart summarizes National Safety Council 
traction tests in Stevens Point, Wisconsin.

These findings disclose that conventional snow tires provide 
only a small improvement in pulling ability on glare ice 
although they produce half again as much pulling ability as 
regular tires in loosely packed snow. Studded tires are appre
ciably more effective on ice, giving about three times the pull 
of regular tires. Reinforced tire chains provide from four to 
seven times the pulling ability of regular tires on snow and ice.

Poultry and The 

Total Person

Concerned with the superficial
ity and fragmentation of the 
usual liberal arts course, a pair of 
California professors have de
signed a course that will study a 
subject as a “totality in nature.” 
The subject? A Chicken? A 
chicken.
The pair, Page Smith, a 

historian, and Charles Daniel, a 
biologist, both from the Univer
sity of California at Santa Cruz, 
simply felt that schools should 
being doing better when it come 
to the standard liberal arts 
course.
“Most liberal arts courses today 

give students a look at only one 
part of a larger discipline, and 
usually consider a subject only 
from the viewpoint of that 
discipline,” they said.
“Some educators, feel that this 

approach provides students with 
only a smattering of knowledge 
about many subjects but no 
thorough knowledge of only one 
of them.”
So Smith and Daniel developed 

their own course. But why a 
chicken? Because, it turns out, 
Santa Cruz is the center of 
California chicken-raising coun
try. For ten weeks students 
studied about chickens from the 
viewpoints of history, science, 
economics, anthropology and 
inter-chicken relationships.
Everyone involved admits noth

ing new was learned, but Daniel 
feels the purpose was achieved. 
That purpose, he says, was to 
demonstrate that to study almost 
any subject fully is to study 
mankind in a constructive way.
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Campus Forum
I am one who has rarely turned down an offer of conversation. As a 

consequence, a good amount of my time here at Carroll has been spent 
in informal bull sessions. More often than not, the topic of such 
conservation has been the many faults of our administration. As the 
winds of discontent rustle stronger through the student body perhaps it 
is time for some introspection on our part.

There are those who would like to arouse our righteous indignation 
against the administration which impeaches our concept of our 
adulthood. But let us look at the administrations view of us. They must 
ask themselves, “How mature are the people on this campus?”

Please consider the following:
( 1 ) Property is periodically destroyed on this campus by people on 

weekend drunks. Among the casualties are door, chairs, outdoor 
benches, windows, and an occasional hand and forearm. (And by the 
way, how many of us have considered that the Carroll populace might 
be afflicted with a drinking problem? It would be tragic irony that 
someone is dying of starvation for lack of the grain you are destroying 
your liver with.)

(2) College furniture often disappears for as long as a semester. This 
magic act is more easily performed between 2 and 5 in the morning.

(3) Tableware and silver disappears every year from Saga. As most 
of the faculty probably have more enticing meal setting I would doubt 
that they are responsible.

(1) The students display a propensity for littering. Sidewalks can be 
found decorated with pumpkins when they are in season however bottle 
(broken, of course) and crushed beer cans are the perennial favorites.

On the inside, gum and candy wrappers are often left to their 
respective fates on the floor with cigarette butts and matches. 
Annoying it may be, but the fact remains that their fate does not 
include evaporation.

It is truly amazing that the Maintenance staff gets anything 
constructive done when they nave such a mess to clean up.

Why do we expect to be treated as adults when we can not be 
entrusted with the proper care of a burnt out match?

It would be poor administration indeed that granted privileges 
without demanding indications of responsible action.

Maybe we are lucky the administration watches over us so closely, 
our independence might bury us in our own garbage.

BRENDAN T. O’CONNELL

Tire Chains O.K. With Radial Tires
Tests by the United States Auto Club show that tire chains 

can be used with radial tires without concern for sidewall 
damage. In a recent test program in which chains were driven 
at a sustained speed of 35 mph on dry, bare pavement, USAC 
found no evidence of sidewall or tread gouging on any of the 
radials tested, even after 150 miles of this unusually severe 
punishment. In the above photo, T. G. Delang, USAC technical 
representative, inspects tire for any evidence of wear after a 
test run.


