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Chat with the Chaplain
(Note: Fr. Bob Butko is the new Carroll chaplain this year.)

TUMBLKWEED:Bob, perhaps you would talk for a minute about 
your background. What did you do before coming to Carroll and how 
did you happen to come here when you did?
FR. BUTKO: Well, after graduating from Carroll, I went to St. John’s 

Seminary in Collegeville, Minnesota. I was ordained in 1970, and since 
that time I ’ve been located in Browning, Kalispell, and, most recently 
Missoula. While in Missoula I decided that that was not where I wanted 
to be, and so I requested a transfer. Carroll was among the alternatives 
offered me, and so here I am. I chose Carroll because I genuinely like 
Carroll and I felt I would be doing a different, more challenging kind of 
work here.
TUMBLEWEED: What do you see as your duties and responsibilities 

as chaplain?
FR. BUTKO: Oh, I think, primarily I see as a task of building 

..ommunity here. But I see an awful lot of obstacles that have to be 
overcome, both from the past and caused by my coming in as a new 
>erson.
TUMBLEWKKD: Could you give some specific examples of some 

obstacles to community.
FR. BUTKO: I think there are many, one of them being the increased 

number of students on campus. That doesn’t really affect me, since I 
wasn’t here last year, but it may take students a while to get used to the 
larger numbers.
My own role, as a new person in the community, is also an obstacle 

Decause of the changes that new people always interject. There are a 
great number of people who want to continue to do things as they were 
and so any changes I introduce meet some obstacle.
Finally, I think there are some opinions that people hold. . .from the 

past. . .opinions held by those that have worked with the liturgy. Some 
of those opinions might be obstacles to a new attitude or new approach 
to l i t u r g y .
TUMBLEWKKD: You have mentioned how the increasing number of 

students might affect community. Do you feel that the increase 
number of non-catholic students on campus might have a noticeable 
effect on community?
FR. BUTKO: I think it has an effect, but I don’t think it’s an adverse 

effect. I think it’s good that there are that many non-catholics in the 
student body, bringing a new addition to the campus. I think there are 
opportunities for us to stretch and to meet other traditions. 
TUMBLEWKKD: Are there opportunities for the non-catholics on 

campus to participate in liturgies other than the catholic mass?
FR. BUTKO: We’ve made plans to have prayer services or 

celebrations of liturgy on an ecumenical or interdenominational motif.
. . making plans to invite ministers of other faiths to come and 
participate in the campus ministry program. There are many 
non-catholics who participate in the liturgy by attending the catholic 
liturgies here. And so I think the openness that we should have towards 
one another is well provided for.
TUMBLEWKKD: A very important question which is probably too 

seldom asked is “ why have a Catholic College at all? ’ ’ That is, what 
difference is there between, say, Carroll and Montana Tech or Eastern 
Montana College?
KR. BUTKO: I think basically the distinction is that “ Christian”  is a 

concept to which the college is dedicated. We aim to have a Christian 
Community, where in people are learning and teaching Christianity. 
I ’m not sure that always exists, but I think that’s the purpose of the 
college. By Catholic, I think we mean our response as a worshipping 
group of people. People are worshipping God from the environment of 
Christianity. Again, that is our goal, but whether or not it always 
happens I ’m not sure.
TUMBLEWKKD: You’ve mentioned “ Christian Community” . What 

exactly do you mean by that term?
KR. BUTKO: By “ Christian Community” , primarily I mean a place 

where people have a respect for one another, not because of their goals 
or their philosophies, but because they are human beings and are 
entitled to their philisophies and their dreams. By “ Christian”  I think I 
mean we will struggle to provide an atmosphere where people feel free 
to express themselves and to learn from one another and to grow. 
TUMBLEWKKD: What do you feel is the role of liturgy in the 

community?
KR. BUTKO: I think that liturgy and community are simultaneous. If 

we’re a community, we’ll express ourselves in liturgy. I think the 
purpose of the church is to be the group that expresses its thanks that 
it’s able to respond to God’s presence in the lives of the group. The 
liturgy needs community and the community needs liturgy. And I think 
one pre-supposes the other.
TUMBLEWKKD: What do you feel is the student role in planning or 

participating in the liturgy? Also the role of faculty and staff?
FR. BUTKO: I think the role of anybody is the liturgy is a vital rcle, 

whether student, faculty, or staff. If one is part of the community then 
his or her role is important. Not everyone is able to or wants to partake 
in an active way, but I think as a member of the community it is not 
only a right or a privilege to partake at whatever level one chooses, it is 
a responsibility.
TUMBLEWKKD: There seems to be more priests participating in the 

liturgy on campus than there have been in the last few years. Can you 
explain this?
FR. BUTKO: The reason there are more priests participating in the 

litugy right now is that all the priests at Carroll are new to me in the 
role that I ’m in. I ’ve never worked with them in liturgy, and so rather 
than to identify any individual as not seeing liturgy in my perspective 
I ’ve asked them to partake so that I can get to know their ideas about 
liturgy. There are some with whom I agree and some with whom I do 
not, but I began my job here with the idea of getting to know them and 
the part that they could play in serving the campus, rather than to pass 
judgement on what I ’ve heard.
Actually, as far as the Sunday liturgies are concerned, there have 

only been three priests involved thus far, because of schedules and’ 
other reponsibilities. Not all of the priests on campus want to be 
involved with the liturgy of the campus and other have responsibilities 
in other parishes.

TUMBLEWKKD: What effect do you feel the changes in the approach 
to liturgy are having on the students and on the community as a whole?

FR. BUTKO: I think for some it is an adverse effect, because I think 
some are simply comparing this year with last year. Where they had 
grown into a feeling about last year and had become comfortable with 
that form of liturgy, naturally anything that is going to make them 
uncomfortable is going to have an adverse effect. I think others find it 
positive and are responding in that way. I object to the idea of any sort 
of a poll as far as liturgy is concerned. . .that’s a misuse of liturgy. One 
thing I think is necessary to keep in mind is that most people living on 
the campus now are new people, and so do not have the experience of 
the past, and are entitled to grow with their own, new experiences. 
TUMBLEWKKD: There seem to be varied impressions about what is 

meant by Campus ministry. Perhaps you could define what you mean 
bv campus ministry.

FR. BUTKO: By campus ministry, what I have in mind is, I think, 
much broader than what most people identify it as. I think for the most 
part it's been identified with the idea of chaplain, which has not had a 
broad definition. In the past, the person who was chaplain here was 
chaplain along with being a professor and sort of as an adjunct to his 
being a professor.
I think many people identify campus ministry with liturgy only. 

Ministry is not merely the eucharistic celebrations on the weekends. 
Ministry includes counseling, it includes programs, it includes 
education, both in a formal and informal way. I hope in teaching 
classes to broaden not only my own vision, but the perspective others 
have of the ministry.
TUMBLEWKKD: Perhaps you would like to comment on some areas 

which we haven ’ t spec ifica lly  covered , such as your overa ll 
impressions of the Carroll community.
KR. BUTKO: I think as campus minister I am in a unique position, 

different from the other priests on campus. I think it takes time to 
become identified with the job. It ’s taken me time to know the people I 
feel obligated to know and want to know. I think, as campus minister, I 
have to take a great many risks, and I am willing to take such risks. 
My initial impression of the entire campus is that it has changed 

vastly since I was a student in that many of the rigid rules and 
regulations have disappeared, which I think is good. People over the 
course of the last 10 years have demanded, and rightfully so, I think, 
the right to a greater degree of independence and responsibility. On the 
other hand, the campus hasn’t changed very much in that the same 
kinds of questions seem to still be here, the same dilemmas or attitudes 
seem to be present, but maybe that’s because it ’s human, not because 
it's Carroll College.
I find the students to be receptive and open. I think they’re under a 

great deal of pressure to succeed. I think students today generally are 
caught in the aftermath of a dynamic era. That’s not to say the era 
we're in can’t be equally as dynamic. This is not the 1960’s on the 
campus and I think that a great many students have the enthusiasm of 
that era. I think our society and America as a whole is resting. Perhaps 
it should not be, but we’ve lived through the Vietnam War, through 
Watergate, and the CIA investigations. I think a great many people 
just do not have the energy to fight it and I think the lack of energy in 
some groups waters down the energy of other groups. I would like to 
see the enthusiasm of young people channeled in constructive and 
positive ways for themselves, for Carroll College, for the community, 
and for the Church.

The Intellectual
Diary of a Collegiate

(TH A N K S  TO LEE
HIGHTOW ER KOR THIS 
ARTICLE)

F R E S H M A N  Y E A R :
Arrived at State U for freshman 

orientation. Eager to use next 
four years to clarify “ life-goals” 
(cf. opening speech of Dean of 
Men).
Went to opening chapel service. 

Decided to shed chapel for next 
four years in order to develop 
own point of view, though will 
resume church attendance when 
have family.
Signed up for course in Logic. 

Discovered logical positivism on 
first day. Shed belief in God but 
still retain belief in power of 
man’s reasoning capacities.
Read Lord of the F lies for 

English. Shed belief in power of 
man’s reasoning capacities, but 
belief in psychoanalysis, which 
could be saved them all.
Finished Introductory Psych. 

Not sure whether am Freudian, 
neo-Freudian, Jungian, neo-Jun- 
gian, Adlerian, neo-Adlerian, or 
disciple of Harry Stack Sullivan.
Shed psychoanalysis. Embraced 

mysticism. Spent entire weekend 
studying Zen Buddhism. Nothing 
happened, so shed mysticism.
Spent three days working out 

new world religion appropriating 
best from each exisiting faith. 
Surprised no one ever thought of 
this before. Explained new reli
gion to roommate who wouldn't 
accept belie f in All-Cohesive

Source of Reality. Shed world 
religion idea.
Re-read Catcher in the Rye for 

the ninth time. Rediscovered 
phonies. Realize at last every
body in dorm a phoney. Parents 
haven't a clue to what I ’ve been 
through in last ten years. Wrote 
freshman essay on ducks in 
Central Park.
Finished Freshman Physics. 

Shed Causation and determinism 
but recovered belief in power of 
man’s reasoning capacities. 
SOPHOMORE YEAR:
(No recollection of sophomore 

year save the discovery of moral 
realativism. Temporarily shed 
everything else. Got very tired.) 
JUNIOR YEAR: (Fall Semester) 
Took course in French litera
ture. Discovered Campus. Now 
believe in the Absurd. Am on 
abyss of nothingness.
Shed abyss of nothingness 

temporarily to exchange tweed 
sport jacket for ticket to fall 
dance.
Fall dance a flop. Back on abyss 

of nothingness. Ready for the 
leap.
A ffirm ed  meaninglessness of 

existence in term paper. Got 
“ A-”  and the comment, 
“ W ell-organized paper.”  Still 
getting ready for the leap.
THE INTERCOLLEGIAN, Sep
tember 1963.

Leaped into the arms of Faith. 
Faith Moriarity only girl in the 
entire Junior class who really

THE TUMBLEWKKD
understands me. Shed fraternity 
pin.
JUNIOR YEAR: (Spring semes
ter)
Have become socially conscious 
Signed petition urging UN 

em ploy econom ic sanctions 
against South A fr ica  for its 
handling of race problem.
Signed petition urging right of 

Negroes in Alabama to live in 
white sections of cities.
Weekend spoiled by long frater

nity meetings. Pinkis in sopho
more class urged we go local 
because national office insists on 
retaining discriminatory clause 
in character. Argued we should 
abide by wisdom of more mature 
minds in national office. Have 
nothing against Negroes, Jews 
and Orientals, but feel person 
should be allowed to choose who 
he is going to live  with. 
Asa result of fraternity wrangle 

have gotten new vision of 
Am erican Way of L ife . Busy 
writing term paper on best way to 
export American Way of Life to 
uncommitted nations. Glad to 
find something I believe in 100 
per cent.
Read James Baldwin. Shed 

American Way of Life.
Spent weekend with fam ily. 

Expounded James Baldwin. Lis
tened to reactions of father’s 
friends, some of whom have done 
very well for themselves. Shed 
James Baldwin.

SENIOR YEAR:
Fall: Engaged. Ready to lick 

world. Adopted optimistic evolu
tionism. Nothing too hard to 
tackle. Can’t wait to get out of 
here and start in.
Winter: Realized big job decis

ion lies ahead. What has educa
tion prepared me for? Amalgam
ated E representatives says big 
field for refrigerator salesman in 
tropics, chance to travel, see 
world, make contacts, get ahead, 
export American Way of Life, 
okay, except don’t like tropics. 
Spring: Engagem ent broken. 

Shed optim istic evolutionism . 
Affirmed tragic sense of life (cf. 
Unamuno paperback). In defiant 
gesture of despair in Student 
Union knocked over cup of coffee 
which spilled on freshman co-ed. 
Spring (ten minutes la te r ): Shed 

tragic sense of life (cf. Unamuno 
paperback) Have date for spring 
dance with cute, if coffee-stained, 
co-ed.
Spring (ten days later): Have 

finally made firm decision about 
future. Have appointment with 
Dean tomorrow to discuss possi
bility of graduate work. After 
another year of thinking, things 
ought to fall into place, particu
la rly  through em ploym ent of 
power of man’s reasoning capaci
ties.

In 1973, the USDA news
letter “ Food and Home 
Notes” (December 10 issue) 
carried front-page story on 
the “ naked”  pumpkin seed. 
“ Lady Godiva” pumpkins 
were developed by the 
U SD A ’s Agricultural Re
search Service, a pumpkin 
variety whose seeds are 
hull-less.

Speaking o f  pumpkins, 
there is a recipe for spiced 
pumpkins featured in a book
let, “ Heinz Guide to Success
ful Pickling” which offers 
43 recipes. For a free copy, 
write to:
Pickling Information Center 
P.O. Box 28, D-70 
Pittsburgh, PA 15230 
Please allow 3 to 4 weeks for 
delivery. Offer good while 
supplies last.


