
TH K TUMBLEWEEDTuesday, Dec. 9, 1975 - Paee fiThe Founding of America An I n t e r v i e w  Wi t h

Sandy WilliamsonIN OBSERVANCE OF OUR 
BICFNTFNNIAL, THK POLISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY HAS R F SU R R K C T K D  THK 
HISTORICAL FOUNDING OF AMF.RICA:

It was in the year 1492 when a 
monumental task was to take place. The accomplishment of 
this task was, in fact, going to change the whole structure of 
what was then the “New world.” For it was through the efforts of the Polish idealist, Copernicus Columbuvich, that the founding 
of what is today’s America was 
made possible.Copernicus was born in the tiny 
bustling sea port village of Koobfzeg, Poland. His father, 
John, was a finely skilled Polish sausage producer and had always kept in the back of his mind the belief that young Copernicus would someday take over the 
sausage business. Besides, it was only natural for boys at that time 
to follow in their father’s foot
steps.Copper (as Copernicus was nicknamed), ever since he started to school, had a profound 
interest in and love for the study of the world and of the stars. He always came home with A’s in 
astronony and geography, but his father would break out in temper 
tantrums for the D’s Copper kept 
getting in Polish government and 
m arketing. John couldn’t put across to his son the importance 
of a firm basis in marketing if he was ever to succeed as a fine 
sausage producer. Little did John know that Copper had no intent
ion of succeeding his father.As he grew older, Copper took 
more and more advance studies which dealt with the structure of 
the world, but, oddly enough, he 
always failed the courses. The reason for this became evident one day when John decided to 
have a Pole to Pole talk with his 
son.“Copper” , he uttered with a 
firm voice, “ I believe it’s time for you to end your schooling and become my apprentice. Your 
CGPA has dropped considerably, and it is most likely the result of 
lacking interest in the courses you are  taking. From your grades in advanced geography, I’d tend to believe that you don’t 
even view the world as being 
flat!”“But father,” Copper exclaimed 
“that’s the whole point. I’ve been making very exacting calcula
tions about the places I’ve read about, and concluded that the world isn’t flat but is in fact as round as the rings of sausage you 
produce everyday.”“Listen to me, young man! Talk 
like that shows complete ignorance and total nonsense. Every
one knows the world is flat. Your uncle Brakawietz happened to be one of the unfortunate fellows 
who went off the edge of the earth 
last year while on an exploring trip in the big waters. So I don’t 
want to hear any more of that talk!”
“That's just it! You won’t be hearing anymore from me for awhile, because I’m going to the 

king to get some money and ships for my trip around the world. I 
believe that by sailing west, I should reach Asia in half the time 
it takes to travel east by land.” “But, Copper, you can’t. . .” “Thanks for everything, Pops. 
When I reach the east, I’ll be sure to pick up some spices so you can 
give your sausages the added 
zing that can’t be beat.”So the adventurous lad set out to
.<
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discuss with king, V ladam ir 
Polasky, the possibility of sailing west to go to the east. Upon arriving in Slupsk, Copernicus 
made his way directly to the palace, where he addressed 
himself as an adventurous servant of Poland seeking aid of the king. King Polasky happened to 
be dining at the tim e, but motioned for young Copernicus to 
enter anyway, and invited him to join in dinner.
“Thank you, but no, my Lord,” Copernicus humbly spoke, “for I have already had my dinner 

today.”King Polasky retorted, “Ah, but this is the finest sausage zloty can 
buy. It was im ported from Koobrzeg, and is marketed by a 
man named Columbavich. Have you heard of him?”
“Why yes, my lord! He is my father.”
“Your father?” the king clam

ored, “Why, my congratulations to you, my boy, for being the 
lucky heir of such a fine business!”
Copernicus answered a bit unassuredly, “Thank you, my 

lord. He is a fine craftsman and a wonderful man. But my business 
here today will explain to you why I have decided to refuse 
ownership of his business.” “Well, go on.”
With more enthusiasm, Coper

nicus told his story and ended with, “So you see, my lord, that 
by sailing west I could reach Asia and bring back innum erable 
amounts of fine products. But, 
being the son of a relatively small market businessman, I have no 
money, men, or ships with which to make way across the great waters.”
King Polasky found it difficult to believe the possibility of such a voyage. Queen Curie, Polasky’s 

wife, had listened attentively to the whole story and was eager to 
help Copernicus. She spoke softly, “Vlad, sweety, I think this young man has a valid idea. Why 
not let him have some ships and things so he can try his ideas? His father is the very fine sausage maker. Remember?”
“ I’m sorry, but I can’t do it. It’s 

too much of a risk for me at this time."
Dejectedly, Copernicus thanked the royalty for their time and 

began to walk off. But the Queen called him back. “Copernicus Columbuvich, listen to me. I have 
some valuable heir loom gems which will more than pay for 
what you need. You may use them for men, supplies, and no 
more than three ships.” Overjoyed, Copernicus gratefully thanked the queen for her 
services and went to obtain all 
that he needed. First, he obtained three of Supsk’s best built ships: the Ninsky, the Pinsky, and the Santa Marinsky. Obtaining food 
was fairly simple because he 
bought from his father Polish sausage and oxtail soup to last 
the voyage. He was as meticulous as possible in search for a good 
crew, but upon finding that most 
of the Polish sailors were already hard at a job, he decided to take 
along some Spies, Waps, and one Irishm an. He took along the Irishman to throw overboard in 
case any of the men planned on a mutiny, so that he could be an 
example to the rest of the crew. By now, 1492 was in it's fall season. Everyone was eager to 
set sail, except the Irishman, because he claimed to have lost his leprechaun somewhere. How
ever, when Copernicus uttered the famous words, “Off we go!” the history of the real world

picture began, lney set ott trom 
Supsk on August third, but little did they realize what lay ahead. Each member of the crew lived 
his life day to day, fairly well trusting in the authority of their leader, Copernicus. Polish members worked hard all day and 
slept all night. Spies and Waps sang and danced all day and worked some at night. The 
Irishman peeled potatoes for the crew. And Copernicus did his best to navigate the ships so that they 
might arrive in the east.Months went by, and a majority of the crew was getting restless. 
They hadn’t seen land since they passed around Great Britian, but Copernicus assured them that 
they needn’t fear. The strain was too much, though, because the 
Spies and Waps planned a mutiny, while the Irishman dove 
into the water it) search of fairies. Suddenly, a shout rang aloud 
from the look-out: “Land ahoy!” 
All of crews burst out in singing and dancing. Copernicus broke 
open a box of sausage and passed 
it around to the delerious crew. That moment of ecstasy was a day long celebration for most of 
the crew, but the Polish went right back to work to keep the 
ships on course.
Nearing land, Copernicus noticed that it was different, completely different, from any 

land previously described as Asia. He then realized that what 
they found wasn’t Asia, but it was a new patch of land right in the 
middle of their route. Excitedly, Copernicus and a few crew 
members rowed into shore to explore the new land. No one has ever forgotten his famous words as he got out of the boat and 
implanted the red and white flag: “ I, Copernicus Columbuvich, claim you, America, for the glory 
of Poland!” He named it America, after Amerigo Strashinsky, a Polish map maker who used to 
live across the alley from him. And so it is that we owe our heritage to the courageous son of a Polish sausage maker. Betsy 
Ross, when making the American flag, consulted George Washington as to the colors. With deep 
consideration for his forefounders, George proudly proclaimed, “Make it red and white, in honor 
of our beloved Copernicus. And do you think you could add a 
touch of blue? Blue’s always been my favorite color.”
Somewhere, throughout the course of tim e, names were changed that stole credit from 

the true heroes in America. 
“Polak” jokes were created to make it seem impossible for the 
Polish to be smart enough to conquer America, but, just like 
the poem goes:Rose are red,
Violets were white Until blue was added,
For George’s delight.
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CAN YOU NAME 
THESE JOCKS?

Tumbleweed: What is the out
look for the women’s basketball team this season?Coach Williamson: This year’s 
team, although young (mostly Freshman) has a greater total 
heighth and more total years of planning experience than any 
team in the past. As far as com paring this team  to past teams, they have better shooting 
percentage and at this time, are ahead of any other team I’ve had 
in total skill and endurance. I expect to run man-to-man, some, 
and zone press on defense, so endurance is an important factor. The team practices five times a 
week, two hours a day. They also run a mile before each practice, plus running on their own, most 
of these girls run seven miles a week.
Tumbleweed: What do you expect your win-loss record to be?
Williamson: Chances of winning this year are better than we’ve ever had. One thing might 

hamper a winning record is, that of a lot of freshmen on a college 
team, playing against teams with experience. I wouldn’t be the encurance factor or percentage 
of shots, just experience.
We have good bench strength and everyone is versatile. There 

is greater team unity. We have a better total all-round team.
This will also be the last year to 

play against big schools, i.e. USU and U of M on a league standing. This will be because the North
west Association will group leagues according to size. 
Tumbleweed: What does Title IX say and what do you think of it?
Williamson: So far as I know and the way that I understand it, 

Title IX was passed in July and 
became a law. It won’t become totally effective for another 3 years. What it means is, not 
money, but equal opportunity to compete (men and women). Equal opportunity to compete would mean the equal use of gym 
space and time, equipment and supplies, medical insurance, ade- auate and proper travel lodging an d  m e a ls .
This means tht if scholarships are given to help further one’s 

education they must be equally available to women and men alike. This isn’t saying that 
Carroll would give scholarships, but something will be done. 
Tumbleweed: Coach, whatever 

happened to the scholarships to be given to the women basketball players, this year?Williamson: I presented a 
budget, to the athletic committee which was approved and had 
money in the budget set aside ($5000) for scholarships. Somewhere along the line the money was cut, though.
We are the only four year 

college in the state that doesn't give ath letic scholarships to women. How long we will be able

to compete with this factor is 
another question.
Tumbleweed: How much money do you have to work with now, 

and is it enough?Williamson: The budget I have 
to work with now is $3000. Of that 
$3000 I have the following 
expenses to work with:Officials $424Lodging (4 people per room) 
$648
Food $1720Transportation (not figured in yet, but when we women travel 

with the men’s team we pay 50 
per cent of the bus or 40 cents per mile.)
This leaves $300 to buy uniforms 

insurance, medical supplies, etc.
. .We still have to pay dues to belong to the American Intercollegiate Athletic Women’s, dues to 
the Northwest Region, which is about $80. Also, $25 to Montana’s Womans Intercollegist Sports Association. These dues must be paid in order to be eligible to play 
in the state or regional tournament. Extravagant in the least. Tumbleweed: Could you explain 
a little  bit about the P .E . Program here at Carroll? 
Williamson: The P.E. Center, in 

use now, opened in March 1970. I came here in September of that 
year as the first woman instructor Carroll ever had. Then, we had a P.E. minor with coaching 
em phasis. Since, it has been 
revised and classes reworked so as to have a better minor, then an area of concentration. A K-12 
Major in P.E. has been approved this year and will be in effect next year.
The bulletin will state a major in P.E. It will have 77 hours of 

Physical Education and Educa
tional, instead of 48 hours for an area of concentration. 
Tumbleweed: How many have 

graduated from Carroll, in P.E.? 
Willamson: The first two years I was here we had no graduates, 

then the third year we had one boy and the fourth year one girl. Last year we had eleven people 
graduate. Of those eleven, ten are 
teaching. In the five years since I have been here (this is the sixth year), we have come a long ways 
to increase the program.
W O M EN ’S BA SK ETBA LL 
SCHEDULE 1975-76
Dec. 8-Northern Montana-Havre Jan. 10-FVCC-Helena Jan. 13-Western-Helena 

Jan. 16- Gonzaga-Spokane Rian. 17-Whitworth-Spokane Jan. 20-Western-Dillon 
Jan. 23-MSU Tourney-Bozeman Jan. 24-MSU Tourney-Bozeman 
Jan. 27-Northern-Carroll Jan. 30-UofM Tourney-Missoula Jan. 31-UofM Tourney-Missoula Feb. 3-MSU-Helena 
Feb. 6-Rocky-Helena F e b . 7 -N o r th e rn -H a v re  
Feb. 12-Eastern-Billings Feb. 13-Rocky-Billings Feb. 20-open 
Feb. 21-open
Feb. 26, 27, 28-State Tourney- Kalispell
Members of the 1975-76 Women’s 

Team are Missy Cheslock, Joliet 111; Mary Holmquist, Bozeman; Mary Janacaro, Whitehall; Chris Koebbe, Hardin; Tracy Maltby, 
Choteau, Mont; Linda Miles, 
Deer Lodge, Mont; Sue Triplett, Laclede, Idaho; Ann Marie 
DePriest, Palmer Alaska; Cindy Diemert, Columbia Falls, Mont; 
Laurie Kind, Highwood Mont; Lori Lorian, Cleveland, Ohio; Janet Ore, Pony, Mont.
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