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Tarantula P atro l
What’s less than four inches long, hairy, and more effective than a 

watch dog in frightening off would-be burglars? A tarantula, says the 
owner of The Sterling Works, a San Francisco jewelry store which has 
been renting a pair of the giant spiders since last March.

Although the tarantula is a giant in the spider world, its bite is no 
worse than a bee or wasp sting.

Taking turns for one another at two month intervals, “Rosie” and 
“Henrietta” stand guard in the store’s display case with a sign which 
warns: “This Area is Patrolled by Tarantulas.” The Sterling Works’ 
display window was plagued by a major break-in plus a number of 
subsequent attempts before the owners went looking for a guard dog 
from a canine protection service last winter.

They came back with a tarantula, at the recommendation of the 
service’s operator who personally cares for the spiders that are rented 
for a fee of $10 each month. As far as Sterling Works is concerned, 
Rosie and Henrietta are ’’great;” it has had no burglaries since the 
spiders moved in.

Of course, there is one drawback. A tarantula’s appearance is a lot 
worse than its bite. Recent research shows that the creature’s venom 
carries less of a threat than most people think. As one expert says, 
“Regardless of old Hollywood horror films, a tarantula bite is hardly 
worse than a bee or wasp sting, unless you happen to have a particular 
allergy. As a matter of fact, some ants, bees, and wasps are far more 
dangerous, but it’s the spiders that always make the headlines.”

Ironically, that may be the downfall of the Sterling Works’ effective 
tarantula patrol. The store has received all kinds of press coverage, 
the owners report, “But wouldn’t you know it, only the local papers 
mentioned that they’re harmless.”

The tarantula owes its fearsome reputation to its size. The giants of 
the spider kingdom, some South American tarantulas’ bodies grow to a 
length of neary four inches. Species found in the southwest United 
States can reach two inches, and have legs spanning nearly two inches. 
Fuzzy, fur-covered legs serve a vital purpose. Hampered by poor 
eyesight, the tarantula tastes, smells, and detects movement with the 
delicate hairs that cover its legs and body.

New World tarantulas - unrelated to their European counterparts - 
retain features of the most primitive spiders: four lungs, jaws that 
move vertically instead of horizontally, and minimal use of silk.

A tarantula cannot spin a web, and depends on its formidable bite to 
kill small insects for a meal. The big spiders dine mainly on insects but 
sometimes take on frogs and small birds. As naturalists’ pets, they 
may enjoy tidbits of chopped beefsteak. Some have been known to 
consume a mouse at one long, leisurely sitting.

When attacking, a tarantula rears up on its six hind legs. The front 
pair of legs and the fangs swing upward. Then the creature lunges 
forward and down spearing a victim with its fangs. Venom is injected 
into the prey, and the tarantula stands quietly aside until the poison 
takes effect.

Unable to chew, spiders first soften their food. They crunch it, coat it 
with a tenderizing enzyme, then suck it in.

Unless done in by one of its mortal enemies, such as the topaz-winged 
pompilid wasp, a tarantula can live to a ripe old age. The average life 
of most spiders is only one year. Tarantulas may take eight to ten 
years to mature and live as long as 30 years.

H o w  to Surv ive  in the D a r k

All these years, you’ve been a 
nervous wreck whenever all the 
lights went out. You've refused to 
take the garbage out after 
supper. At night, you leave the 
light in the bathroom on--just in 
case.
There’s held for people who are 

scared of the dark-the Psycholo
gical Services Department at the 
University of South Carolina is 
sponsoring a special program for 
students who get cold chills 
thinking about an empty house.

By 1775 there  w ere 37 new s
papers in the A m erican co lo
nies and the w eekly circula
tion  o f  all papers was 3,500!

“Many adults are afraid of the 
dark and are atraid to admit it,” 
Dr. Mervyn Wagener of the 
psychology department said. The 
South Carolina program will help 
participants to understand they 
“are not alone.”
Wagener attributes feelings of 

fear in the dark to news coverage 
of perverse happenings and “a 
large kernel is present from 
childhood,” he said. Apprehen
sion could stem from childhood 
fears and some people “just have 
not been alone that much,” he 
said.
Two students who will be 

coordinating the program em- 
sized that no “punitive meas
ures” would be used. “We’re not 
going to take people into the dark 
and try to scare them,” one said.

DON'T RUN ELECTRIC WIRES UNDER THE RUG. 
PEOPLE WALKING- ON THEM WILL SOON BREAK THEM OPEN 

AND THE HOT ELECTRICITY INSIDE WILL CAUSE A FIRE. 
KEEP WIRES WHERE YOU CAN SEE THEM.

National Fire Protection Association S ! The Public Service Council. Inc.

W orldwide Pollution Could 
Q uadruple by Year 2 0 0 0

Total world generation of pollutants could be four times higher in the year 2000 than it 
was in 1970, according to preliminary results of a United Nations sponsored study on “En
vironmental Impacts on Growth and Structure of the World Economy.”

Using different scenarios of future economic growth, a team of Brandeis-Harvard 
university economists predict that the most rapid rise in pollutant generation will occur in 
the Third World, with an eight-fold increase in Latin America and a ten-fold rise in Africa 
and Asia. Nevertheless, most pollution generation will continue to come from the 
developed nations.

Although its pollution forecasts are ominous, the U.N. study projects that the total cost 
of keeping the global environment clean at the turn of the century need not be 
prohibititive. With feasible improvements in anti-pollution technology and an ex
penditure of $150 billion a year, the actual level of pollutants entering the atmosphere in 
the year 2000 could be lower than it is today.

Financed by the Government of the Netherlands, the study prepared for the U.N. Cen
tre for Economic and Social Information finds that while the absolute dollar cost of 
keeping the environment clean in the future seems high, the relative cost is quite 
small—less than 1.2 percent of the gross product of any region.

While abatement costs constitute a new deduction from gross product available for per
sonal consumption and productive investment, the study emphasizes positive benefits 
from pollution abatement. “(Reductions in pollution emmissions, and improvements in 
air and water quality are positive contributions not only to quality of life, but also to the 
productive potential of the economy.”

“In fact,” the study states, “in the long run, the net total economic benefit to society of 
environmental programmes is positive.” However, it goes on to warn, “if the necessary en
vironmental expenditures are not made in time, unabated pollution might . . . reach levels 
that endanger economic growth and development and ultimately require much larger ex
penses.” In other words, a dollar invested in pollution control and prevention is a dollar 
well spent—whether in the U.S., Tanzania, or Afghanistan.

P.D.W.

F or a four-day feast in 1454, the D uke o f  B urgundy had 28 m usicians play inside a giant 
pie to  en te rta in  the guests.

S tarting  y o u r car noisily n o t only  b o thers  the neighbors, it blow s o u t a good deal o f  oil 
and sm oke and hu rts y o u r engine.


