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My Fellow Americans9 You are Under Arrest
THF TUMBLFWFFD

Hot Rocks Could 

Heat Homes

An Analysis of Senate Bill One
By Allan Robinowitz
(CPS) -- Imagine, for a moment, that the entire anti-war move

ment of the sixties was illegal, 
and that thousands of students were given prison sentences of up to fifteen years, or possibly the death sentence.
If Senate Bill 1, the controversial criminal code reform bill now 

sitting in the Senate Judiciary Committee, had been enacted ten 
years ago, that is exactly what would have happened.
The sanctions laid down by SB-1, put together under the Nixon 

law-and-order adm inistration, encompass so much, in wording that is so vague, that virtually 
any political act or statement aimed against the government 
could be construed as being in violation of some provision of that code.
From the start, the new criminal code was clearly constructed largely in response to the anti-war movement, by Nixon Attorney Generals Kleindeinst and Mitchell. By examining this 

bill in the context of the anti-war 
movement of the sixties, it becomes clear just how far the influence of this bill would penetrate American life and stymie any attempt at major social change.For example, the new criminal 
code would expand the 1968 incitement to riot statute which formed the basis of the celebrat
ed Chicago Conspiracy trial.The seven defendants in that trial were ultim ately acquitted because the government failed to prove that they had crossed a 
state line with the “intention” of inciting a riot.

But under AB-1, the government could have ignored that detail. The government would 
only have to prove that the defendants had used the mail or 
an interstate phone call to plan the event that later had become a riot. The seven Chicago defen
dants could have been convicted and given three-year jail sentences.
Furthermore, a “riot” is defined in the bill as any “ public 

d istu rbance” involving ten or more people that, “By violent 
and tumultous conduct, creates a grave danger of injury or damage to persons or property.” 
But what is “Tumultous conduct” and what constitutes danger to property? Shouting chants while trampling the grass in a park?
Draft board demonstrations, the destruction of draft records, the 

encouragement of draft resistance -  all of which took place during the anti-war years -- can constitute “ impairing the military effectiveness of the United States, “Bringing a sentence <t- 
three to th irty  years and a 
$100,000 fine.Another provision of the bill punishes by a one-year jail term the obstruction of any “official proceeding” through noise, vio
lence, ” or any other means. What “other means?” Passing out leaflets?Under SB-1, Daniel Ellsberg 
could have been charged for treason for leaking the Pentagon Papers, and been executed. The 
New York TIMES editors who received those classified documents could have gotten seven- year sentences.

For driving in snow, keep more weight in the rear of your car, so the rear tires will dig in the snow and push.
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Under SB-1, a journalist who 
impaired “military efficiency by 
issuing a false statement” could go to jail if the military decided 
his reports “Aren’t accurate” and therefore “an aid to the 
enemy.” A journalist who wrote a story contradicting an official 
military report could be found to be aiding the enemy, even if that 
military report itself was decep
tive (which has happened often enough). An Orwellian predica
ment arises where truth is treated as a lie and a lie becomes truth. Seymour Hersh could have spent seven years in jail for 
exposing the My Lai massacre.Under SB-1, the Berrigan 
brothers could have been convicted of sabotage for destroying 
draft records, and given the death sentence.Under SB-1, the 20,000 demonstrators arrested en masse in the 1971 May Day protest in Washington, D.C., could all have been convicted of obstructing govern
ment functions and given sentences of three years.Under SB-1, a member of an organization “which incites others to engage in conduct that then or at some other time would facilitate the forcible overthrow 
of the government” could go to jail for seven vears.

The language is so vague that practically  anyone connected 
with a leftist organization on campus could be arrested. This could have included every mem
ber of SDS, the Student Mobilization Committee, and other major anti-war groups of the sixties. It could include everyone in the 
Poeple’s Bicentennial Commission, an alternative Bicentennial group calling for fundamental 
change in America. It could include people you know personally. It could include you.
These are just some of the many 

abuses of the democratic process to be found in proposed revised 
crim inal code. The American Civil Liberties Union has discov
ered more than 3000 provisions or phrases in SB-1 that are vague, 
ambiguous, or violate an individual’s rights.But as if these provisions are not 
repressive and outrageous enough, there is one more that tops 
them all. Under SB-1, a government official who claims that he 
felt he was acting in the best in terests of the country or following his superior’s wishes could not be held reponsible for 
illegal actions he might have committed. In other words, while Daniel Ellsberg could be executed, John Ehrlichman get acquitted.

(CPS) -- Hot rocks could be the energy form of the future for 
some Britons, according to a 
group of British scientists. Earth- heated rocks buried two or three miles underground at three sites 
in Britain could easily be reached using modern mining techniques, the scientists claim. Later, water 
could be pumped down and steam could be captured to heat homes 
and factories.Researchers say that hot rocks could supply energy equivalent to 
four million tons of coal a year. The rocks lie under Cornwall in 
southwest England, Durham in the northeast and the western 
isles off Scotland.

Stork Stock 

Plummets

(CPS) -  As just one more sign that nothing is sacred anymore, European naturalists are report
ing that the stork population has taken an alarming nosedive. The bird is said to be the victim of modern developments -  among them a change in architectural 
styles that have eliminated good nesting sites and drainage of 
wet-lands that were once feeding 
spots.In addition, hazards previously unknown, such as telephone lines and high tension wires have all 
taken a toll on the stork population.Denm ark, which was once 
called the “land of the storks” is down to 80 of the birds now, and Holland had only eight pair in 
1974 compared to 273 forty years ago. Nesting storks have all but disappeared in Belgium, South
ern Sweden and Switzerland.

Capital[
f e l l lea,s
Washington Events Affecting 

Our Community

HIGHWAY TRAVEL: A recent Gallup poll conducted for the Washington-based H ighw ay U sers Federation sh ow ed  th at 82% of the public favors completion of the Interstate Highway System; 46% of those said, “as soon as possible.”
*  *  *  *

NATURAL GAS SHORTAGE: Concern continues in Washington as agriculture and industry find it increasingly

t hard to get adequate natural gas su p p lies. W i l l i a m  T. Kuhfuss, head of th e  Am eri c a n  F a r m  Bureau Feder- 
Kuhfuss ation , u r g e d  

the House Interstate and Foreign Commerce Committee to pass legislation decontrolling natural gas prices “in order to spur exploration for new domestic sources.”Decontrol, says the Federal Power Commission, would be the “single most effective m easure” for easin g th e  shortage.
The Washington Post editorialized in favor of price decontrol, calling it “the way to deal with the (natural) gas shortage..,”


