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Peeking at Peking
BY HOLLY ADAMS

Janet Sperry recently visited the People’s Republic of China as the 
final phase of a three year Travel-Study Fellowship from the 
Kellogg-Extension Education Project at MSU. There were 33 people in 
the group, coming from all over Montana and having a variety of 
backgrounds, experiences and interests. They spent 30 days each 
winter for 3 years studying Montana and it’s relation to our country 
and the rest of the world. The group traveled the first winter to look at 
some Montana problems first-hand. The second winter’s trip took them 
to Washington DC, Lancaster County, Penn., Philadelphia, and the 
Four Corners area of New Mexico.

The total KEEP program is intended to improve the decision making 
process with regard to local, state, national, and international public 
affairs.

Janet’s husband, Sam, works at Carroll College as the director of the 
computer center. They have two daughters, Susan and Elizabeth.

Janet gave me her perceptions in an interview.

Q. How did the Chinese people react toward you and your group?
A. They were curious. We were stared at a lot, but it was with a look 

pf curiousity -  certainly not hostility. The Chinese people I ran into, 
who could speak English (other than our interpreters) were very 
interested in where I was from, and what I thought of New China. A 
clerk in the Friendship Store in Peking (a store which sells to 
foreigners), said that she was an English student and would we have 
time to visit with her. We ended up by trying to help her make an 
English sentence with “ dutch uncle”  in it. That was one of her 
vocabulary words.

Q. What do the Chinese do in the way of work and entertainment?
A. Everyone who is able-bodied and of working age works. The 

working age begins around the age of 16 after graduation from middle 
school. The Chinese retire between the age of 55 and 65. Something like 
96 percent of the women work. The men and women are paid equal pay 
for equal work. It is said that a woman can do anything that a man can 
do and I saw nothing to make me think that they practice otherwise.

The working day in the factories we visited seemed to be 8 hours, 6 
days a week. Working husbands and wives would have the same day off 
-- and so would their school age children.

As for entertainment, we attended a concert in Peking which was 
sold out - the audience was quite enthusiastic. Although we did not get 
to go to the opera or ballet I understand that they are quite popular. We 
went to a movie in Nanking, “ The Bright Road” , which seemed to be 
quite popular, also. The photography was excellent and I enjoyed the 
plot, thanks to the translation by one of our interpreters, Ye Wen-tse, 
about the organizing of the mutual aid societies in the countryside after 
the Revolution. It was a bit melodramatic -- about like one of our 
westerns.

The day we went to the Forbidden City in Peking, the Palace 
museum to the Chinese, there were a lot of families there. Whether we 
were at the Palace Museum, the Ming Tombs, or the Summer Palace, 
we were reminded that the people who had made these things, had 
been exploited by the ruling class. The ones who made the beautiful 
objects and the rest of the people had not been allowed to enjoy the 
fruits of their labors. Now the Chinese people do, indeed, seem to be 
enjoying these treasures of their heritage. There were many Chinese 
visitors with us.

In the north (Peking) I saw much ice skating and kids pushing 
themselves along on the ice on little short wooden sleds. Everywhere 
there were kids playing ping pong. In Peking they were playing on 
stone slabs right by the side of the road. The “ net” was a line of stones 
piled up across the center of the slab. Other places they played ping 
pong outside on a concrete slab with no net at all -  but everywhere, 
someone was playing ping pong! Almost as numerous as the ping pong 
tables were the basketball goals.

At the People’s Cultural Park in Kwangchow (Canton) one evening 
we watched acrobats, a basketball game, a movie of the Peking Opera, 
and saw a ferris wheel. There were lots of things to do and lots of 
families there doing them.

Q. What is their standard of living compared to ours?
A. First of all, you cannot compare. You have to take China on 

China’s terms and realize that it is just plain different. But I would say 
that the Chinese people are feeding themselves, have adequate 
housing, and warm and sufficient clothing. There was no shortage of 
consumer goods nor was there a shortage of customers. The 
department stores were open until 8 or 9 at night and were always full.

Q. What is their housing like?
A. The Chinese people live in apartments that are very simple and 

small-brick and abode style. The ones I saw had 2 rooms for sleeping 
(one for the children and the other for parents) a bathroom, and a 
kitchen. Today, some of the kitchens are shared with other families but 
this really has not worked out. The new housing provides individual 
kitchens.

I really hesitated in showing a picture of my house because the 
Chinese just would not understand. They would think it a waste of 
space and identify it as imperialistic. This is just their way of thinking 
and it is not a put down of them.

Chairman Mao lives, also, in a small brown-colored brick apartment 
that is connected with the government offices. It is not pretentious at 
all!

Q. What is the main means of transportation?
A. In the cities we visited -  bus and bicycle. There are no privately 

owned automobiles in China. Most families only own one bicycle so that 
means that the ones who do not get to ride the bike, either walk or ride 
the bus. The buses are made up of two buses hooked together and they 
always seemed to be crammed full. There are so many bicycles in 
Peking (population about 8 million) that a permit is necessary to 
purchase a bike, to get a permit you must prove you need a bike.

Q. What is the feeling of the Chinese people towards their 
government?

A. It is my perception that they are very supportive. They did not 
seem to fear the government at all. Our guides talked a lot about 
having a “ clear purpose”  -  that purpose being to work very hard to
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DIAPER CLOTHED 
OGLED IN OREGON

CAD

Sorority women at Oregon State 
University (OSU) have been 
plagued with calls and appear
ances by an unidentified man 
known to Corvallis police as 
Diaper Man.
So far Diaper Man has been 

spotted wandering through three 
sorority houses and a clothing 
store wearing only a diaper. His 
telephone calls have included 
invitations to women to change 
his diapers.
The first sighting of the diaper 

draped exhibitionist was made 
shortly after Thanksgiving, when 
a woman inside an OSU sorority 
saw a man standing on a catwalk 
outside the house wearing only a 
diaper and holding a box of baby 
powder.
“ We have reason to believe he is 

a college student,”  officers on the 
case speculated.
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ASCC: “A Chance to 
Make a Difference?”

JANET SPERRY

University of Jexas  

Patient, Not Seeing  

Eye to Eye

Albert Morky has a beef with the 
University of Texas because it 
lost one of his eyes.
Mokry’s eye was removed 

during surgery three years ago 
and was sent to the UT Health 
Service Center for tests. While at 
the center a technician tipped 
over a container and the eyeball 
rolled around a sink and disap
peared down a drain. Mokry tried 
to collect for the oversight but 
was rebuffed by a local court. 
Recently, however, he was given 
the right to sue for damages by 
the Texas Supreme Court. Mokry 
says that the loss has caused him 
mental anguish and nervousness.

BY BRIAN SMITH
Again, it is time for ASCC 

elections to take place as can be 
seen around campus by the signs 
put up in different locations. 
Some of these signs state that 
here is your chance to “ make a 
d ifference”  at Carroll. This 
statement must refer to remov
ing the Peanuts characters from 
the walls of the ASCC officer and 
replacing them with Super-her- 
os; because as it is now, that is 
about the only change or differ
ence that can be accomplished.
Since we are electing new 

officers, don’t you think it would 
be a good idea to take a strong 
look at the organization those 
officers will serve? That organi
zation is the students of this 
college, along with the college 
itself. By definition, the ASCC is 
the associated students -  imply
ing that it is representative of the 
students of this school; and that 
those students constitute a politi
cal arm of this college. This 
organization then, if used proper
ly, could easily be the strongest 
political faction in this entire 
school. Carroll College does not 
exist without students, period. 
Looking at it that way, the ASCC 
could (and should) be the 
strongest voice pertaining to 
everything that happens on this 
campus.
As it stands now, and for the 

most part, the ASCC is an 
entertainment committee, coor
dinator of individual student 
efforts to improve this place, and 
care taker of the student funds. 
There is always an argument in 
progress along with the continual 
search for the elusive “ big 
name”  entertainment. (This 
phrase is even used in the new 
proposed constituion, (Art. XIII, 
Sec. 1, CL.C) why it must be “ Big 
name”  istteyond me.) A dance is 
attended by 150 students or more 
and it is considered a success. 
The sophomore class is given X 
number of dollars to put together 
a St. Pat’s day kegger, and the 
ASCC officers feel that they have 
done their job. A question arises 
pertaining to the requirement of 
an honors thesis to graduate with 
honors and just what the hell is 
done about it? That is just one 
area of concern in which an 
organized student effort against 
this type of “ academic”  require
ment could be successful. It says

build their country. From what I was able to see from the bus, 
windows, trains, and from walking about in the cities we visited, I 
would say that the people did seem to have that “ Clear purpose”  that 
we heard so much about.

Q. After being in China and seeing their way of life, what do you think 
the American policy should be towards them?

A. Take China on China’s terms: don’t get all mixed up trying to 
impose our value system on top of their way of life.

They are working very hard to build their country -  there is a lot of 
pride in their eyes when they speak of their accomplishments.

Stay the heck out!
One more comment on the quality of life in China.
The Chinese are very honest. No matter what we lost it was always 

returned -  a wallet, a ball point pen, a book of notes.
There simply is no crime in the streets. No murder, mugging, or 

rape. I was quite safe going for a walk at 6:30 A.M. in Peking -  or 10:30 
P.M. in Shanghai all by myself. Violence is a way of confronting 
political evils, it has no place in everyday life in China.

Janet continues to stress that these were her perceptions of life in 
China. Also she only visited the Western part of China. 80 percent of the 
population lives in the West but the KEEP group did not get to 
experience life in the East.

in the new constitution that the 
“ ASCC will provide leadership 
which represents the best inter
est of the students.” Tell me, 
which provides for the “ best 
interest of the student,”  the 
quality of life in our residence 
halls, or giving us places where 
Be are to sit during dinner?
Please don’t misunderstand my 

intent. This is not a sour-grapes 
frontal attack on the present 
officers, personally or profession
ally. This is a comment on what 
the ASCC itself is; and what we 
as a student body and members 
of the ASCC have made it. The 
officers are our representatives, 
and if all we require of them is a 
dance or a drunk now and then, it 
is certainly our fault that the 
ASCC is in the political slump 
that it’s in. What we must do is 
demand more from our well-paid 
officers so they will become more 
dynamic and be prepared to 
organize students here to change 
something that isn’t exactly 
desirable; instead of complaining 
about things over a Diet Pepsi at 
lunch. Perhaps with this kind of 
motivation, knowing that the 
ASCC is ready and willing to 
change this place for the better, 
(And I don’t mean just as far as 
entertainment is concerned) the 
meetings would be attended by 
the many students around here 
who care (is that an assumption) 
and not just by the people who 
must be there or else they receive 
an “ A”  by their name in the 
mailroom. (Think of the scan
dal!!)
The present ASCC is effective in 

what it does and what we require 
of it. I would just offer for 
consideration all that it can do if 
its potential was realized and 
then put into action. This must 
come from the leadership of the 
officers that we elect, but also 
from the students. It is our 
responsibility to realize this 
potential and require that it is put 
to use. Perhaps if this kind of 
thing were to start to happen 
here, the ASCC officers would 
have a chance to “ make a 
difference.”

In S cotlan d , a grandfather 
is sometimes called a luckie  
dad.
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