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In the past few months it has come to light that cer

tain prominent members of Carroll’s administration 
and the Board of Trustees, among them Dr. Kerins and 
Bishop Curtis, feel that a student speaker at gradua
tion is out of place here at Carroll. Therefore, the 
Board of Trustees has determined that there will be no 
student speaker at the commencement exercises in 
May.

Various reasons given for this decision range from 
the student speaker making the already lengthy 
ceremony longer, a student speaker is out of place at 
such a ceremony, that speakers in the past have not 
spoken to the entire audience, and that the speakers in 
the last two years have contributed very little to the 
graduation exercise.

It seems rather absurd that a group of students who 
have been at school for four years should not have a 
spokesman at their own graduation, and yet, seeming
ly the Board of Trustees feel that this should be the 
rule.

In dealing with the question of student rights, this is 
a singular but most important issue. If students are to 
have more control over their lives, they must have in
put into everything that affects them, including being 
able to make a statement at their own graduation.

At this time there is a petition circulating among the 
seniors asking for support in presenting the proposal of 
a student speaker before the Board of Trustees. When 
the Board meets at the end of this month, four seniors 
will approach them, asking for their recognition of this 
student right.

Hopefully, the members of the Board of Trustees 
will be able to understand the importance of the senior 
class making a statement at their own graduation, and 
will act accordingly to that understanding. Hopefully, 
the senior class, and graduation classes after them 
will be able to contribute to their commencement ex
ercises by having a member of their class speak on 
their behalf.

Mark Sevier

The Tumbleweed Staff, in the hopes of providing a 
forum for graduating seniors or transferring un
derclassmen to express their views of Carroll College, 
is beginning a new column entitled PARTING SHOTS. 
This column is designed to give any person leaving this 
school a chance to air their opinions, praises or gripes 
in such a way as they may choose, providing them an 
audience and hopefully giving the persons remaining a 
more fully developed perspective of Carroll. We are 
making this effort hoping that seniors will take the 
time to reflect on your years of school, and make the 
effort to share those reflections.

Therefore, to you vocal minority and silent ma
jority, this is an invitation to make your views public. 
Speak now or forever hold your peace.

Tumbleweed Staff
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Vietnam:

Reconciliation

Dear Editor,

On Jan. 21, 1977, Presi
dent C arter granted a 
pardon to those young men 
who evaded the draft by 
either leaving the country 
or by other means. The 
pardon which comes with a 
connotation of guilt is not 
enough. To most Americans 
the pardon just includes 
those who fled the country 
to avoid the draft. Most of 
us are not even including 
those who failed to register 
for the draft, which the 
N a tio n a l C o u n c il for  
U n iv e r s a l and U n co n 
ditional Amnesty put at 
close to 1 million. But those 
who protested against the 
war and who fled  the 
country and armed forces 
are the ernes we tend to look 
on as “the guilty ones.’’ 
Guilty of what? Warning us 
about the ghastly crime we 
were responsible for in 
Vietnam? President Carter 
must go further and grant a 
complete, unconditional, 
universal amnesty for draft 
evaders, d eserters and 
civilian resisters against 
the war, also veterans with 
less than honorable dis
charges. In my mind, most 
of these and many more

people should be com 
mended for their courage.

But we must be careful of 
th e  w o rd  a m n e s t y .  
Amnesty comes from the 
Greek word amnesia which 
means to forget, and we 
can’t forget the lessons of 
Vietnam.

The United States is the 
greatest nation on earth. 
We have much to be proud 
of. But like any other na
tion, we are subject to the 
same historical laws as all 
others. We as a nation 
should not forget the laws, 
civil and of mankind, we 
broke during the war in 
S.E. Asia. But we can 
reconcile the wounds, for 
the most part, that derive 
from our participation in 
the war. And the word 
reconciliation is the ideal 
we should try to achieve in 
our present dilemma. A 
dilemma which is not a 
political one, but a moral 
one. On the foreign field, we 
should help with the nor
malization and reconstruc
tion of Vietnam by giving 
humanitarian aid. But more 
important, we need to 
reconcile our wounds on the 
domestic level. We need to 
assure adequate rehabilita
tion and compensation to all

physical and psychological

ly wounded veterans and 
those who obtained the bit
ter scars of war. Even 
further than that we must 
extend ourselves to those 
fa m ilie s  who su ffered  
wounds from  the war, 
either from the loss of a 
loved one or those families 
who were split because of 
varied opinions about war.

P resident Carter has 
taken a step in the right 
direction, but he must go 
further, just as we as a na
tion should go further in 
this matter. I trust Presi
dent Carter in his sound 
ju d g e m e n t and m oral 
obligation will grant a full 
amnesty. But we as a nation 
will be the ones who have to 
confront the present dilem
ma. We should be thankful 
to those who spoke up and 
said NO!!! Because THEY 
were the ones who raised 
our conscious and helped us 
get out of Vietnam, by using 
their full constitutional 
rights of freedom of speech 
and dissent. Now we as a 
nation should proceed to 
our goal of reconciliation.

Thomas B. Greving 
1420 Vz Phoenix 

Helena, Montana

The People's Republic of Karol

pipe deed

Senior Class out of Place

What’s all this bunk we 
hear about student speakers 
at commencement? It has 
come to our attention that a 
certain group of mouthy 
seniors are demanding 
(DEMANDING! Can you 
imagine the nerve! ) that 
there be a student speaker 
at the gala May Day “jump
ing ship” ceremony for 
graduating seniors. Even 
though there has been a stu-

m

dent spokesperson at the 
last two exercises, never 
before has the proletariat 
s e n io r  c l a s s  had th e  
audacity to question a 
d e c r e e  issu e d  by the  
bourgeois Bored Trustys.

Where do you students 
get off deciding what rights 
you do or don’t have? As we 
all know, these kind of in
alienable rights are God- 
given rights. Isn’t Elvin 
C u r tis  on th e  B o red  
Trustys? And isn’t Elvin 
Curtis a Bishop? And don’t

all bishops have a hot line to 
the Pope? And isn’t the 
Pope God’s right hand 
man? Therefore, we ask 
you: Who would know bet
ter what your God-given 
student rights are, the 
Bored Trustys with their 
connections to the Cosmic 
Muffin or a bunch of  
shiftless students who will 
probably join the welfare 
roles im m ediately after 
graduation? Well, we ask 
you, what do you think?

We knew you’d agree.


