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Mary Kay McGuire

by Bette Wingenbacb

Mary Kay is a sophomore 
student in dental hygiene 
from Wheatland, Wyoming. 
She is also a sculptress on 
the side. She’s very modest 
about her talent, and seems 
calm about her future as a 
sculptress. But, h e re ’s 
Mary Kay to tell her own 
story.

“I think the first time I 
every did any sculptering 
was with that clay stuff you 
mix up with corn starch. I 
made a colt and it turned 
out pretty good, so then my 
aunt sent me some sculp
ture wax from Denver, and 
I started working with that. 
I started about 4 or 5 years 
ago...I took a r t in high 
school but it wasn’t sculp
ture.

I’ve done a couple others 
(besides the one pictured), 
but they’re still at home. 
There’s a lot of art in our
family...

If I sat down and just 
worked on a piece, I sup
pose it would take me about 
a month. This one I spread 
over 2 or 3 years...I only 
had a little of it done this 
summer, and then I finished 
it by the end of this sum
mer. I started it about 3 
years ago, though...

The w ax lo o k s lik e  
parafin. I t’s brown, though, 
and comes in sheets about 2

inches thick. You have to 
heat it or put it in hot water. 
I just mold it mostly. I use 
dentist’s tools. You can use

The wax m elts really 
easy. You have to put wire 
in the legs of the horses for 
support. My first ones I 
didn’t do too well with...

I t’s really hard to think of 
things other people haven’t 
done...

paring knives to carve out 
peices. I work with my 
fingers, mostly. I don’t 
carve too much...It’s really 
messy wax. It gets sticky 
and everything. You can 
take flat instruments and 
make it shiny...

This is the only piece I ’ve 
ever had cast. We had it 
done in Missoula. You do it 
in wax, then you take it 
there. They make a mold 
out of it. Then they pour 
castings from it. I con
tracted to have 8 castings

done. Then after the 8th one 
is done, they break the mold 
and that’s all that will ever 
be done. So far I ’ve had 3 
cast orders. I can have up to 
8. If a sell any more I don’t 
have to pay for them...

The mold costs $485 to 
hav e done. And ea ch  
casting I have done costs 
$450. The very first one I 
ever got cost about $1000, 
and now each casting is 
$450.. .1 sell them for $1200, 
and, hopefully, if I get my 
name built up, I ’ll get more. 
Because it’s not very much 
compared to what most 
people get...

I t’s in bronze, not solid all 
the way through. The one in 
the picture weighs from 40 
to 45 pounds and its about 
lVi feet tall...

1 was excited after I saw 
the first one! They sent it to 
us on the bus from Mis
soula. I live in Wheatland, 
Wyoming. We got it over 
Christmas. I think my dad 
was more excited than I 
was. It was fun. He was just 
tickled to death. I was real
ly critical of it. I ’d see 
something that I wished I’d 
changed, but he was just 
tickled to death...

I’ve sold two sculpture

pieces so far. One to some 
people in Denver and a man 
in Casper...I knew the peo
ple in Denver and they real
ly wanted one. My father’s 
a d irecto r on the PCA 
(P roduction C redit As
sociation) in Wyoming and 
he took my sculpture to the 
director’s meeting. The 
president liked it and he 
bought one...

I’d like to try and get

these pieces spread out. 
Right now there’s one in 
Colorado and Wyoming. I’d 
like to sell them over a 
three or four state area, so 
that people are aware of my 
name.

I also paint just for fun. 
That’s all I ’ve ever done 
this for, just for fun. But 
maybe now . . . ”
(Good luck, Mary Kay)

Campus Profile: Katherine

by Bette Wingenbacb

I stopped in at Room 019 
m St. Charles the other day 
and visited with Katherine 
Dupree, sometimes known 
as Kathy. Kathy is one of 
the women who keep so 
s p o t l e s s  t h e  m e n ’s 
bathroom’s in St. Charlie’s. 
And someone whose worth 
probably gets overlooked in 
the everday hectic rush of 
study, study, study. But 
Kathy notices all these busy
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faces rushing around and 
seems contented by their 
presence.

K a t h y  c o m e s  f r o m  
Opelika, Alabam a. She 
brought quite a family with 
her. With a smile, Kathy 
s t a t e d ,  “ I ’ve got  16 
g r a n d s o n s ,  8 g r a n d 
daughters, and 1 great- 
granddaughter and 2 great- 
gra nd so n s .  I ’ve got  8 
children. There are 4 in 
Helena, one in Butte, one in 
Salt Lake City, and one in

Canada.” She laughed and 
said how hard it was to keep 
track of them. I got a warm 
feeling as I listened to her 
speak of her world, her 
family. “Usually 7 of us get 
together. The daughter in 
Canada doesn’t get down 
much...The rest of us were 
together Christmas before 
last.  And we were all 
together last July. We’ve 
all got campers and we all 
went camping in Lincoln. 
Most of us get together dur
ing the holidays...”

I asked her what brought 
her all the way up to 
Helena, Montana, from 
Opelika, Alabama. “ I had 
two daughters that married 
p arachuters from here. 
After they got out, they 
kept talking to us, until we 
all came up...I hate to leave 
the home town, but as long 
as I can g et my kids 
together, it doesn’t m atter 
where I live. ..We came up 
here in 1960...”

A couple guys strolled in 
while I was talking to 
Kathy, one to ask for some 
supplies and one to visit. I 
asked her if she like work

ing in a men’s dorm, and 
what she thought of the Car- . 
roll men. “I ’ve been work
ing here 5 years, going on 6.
I like it. If I didn’t like it I 
wouldn’t have stayed that 
long... I think a lot of the 
people here and the boys. . 
Yeah, all of them  are 
friendly. Thre’s a few we 
don’t know the faces of, but 
they’re all friendly.”

Yes, I believe Kathy real
ly does enjoy the faces and 
characters of the people she 
meets. It struck me how 
many faces she’s seen in 5 
years of young people strug
gling to have fun, to make 
the grade, to be liked.

Katbv sat back, lit a

cigarette, and reminisced 
of old times. The familiar 
smile of fond memories 
touched her lips, and I 
forgot to remember this 
was an interview. She said 
she didn’t regret any of her 
life, but if she was a young 
girl today, she’d travel, 
travel, travel.

“The world’s getting sm
aller and sm aller,” she 
said. She sees young people 
today as having a much bet
te r  chance to educate  
themselves, to be more in
dependent.

Toward the end of my 
visit, she turned to “ inter
v i e w ”  me.  It  was so 
refreshing to find someone

not so wrapped up in 
t h e m s e l v e s  t h a t  they 
w e r e n ’t i n t e r e s t e d  in 
someone else. I gladly told 
her my plans, my interests, 
some of my thoughts. She 
heard them. She also gave 
some suggestions for the 
Tu m bl ew e ed .  R ea d i n g  
news of campus happening 
would interest her more. 
But she always makes sure 
to pick one up. Well, Kathy, 
I’ll make it easier for you to 
get one from now on!
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