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Europe and Rome: A Glow From the Past
by Joe Sherman

Take a few minutes to let 
your imagination run. Sit 
down. Read a few lines, 
c lo s e  y ou r e y e s  and 
TRAVEL. I'm doing it as I 
write this. I'm going to 
Rome. Just imagine... I 
am standing outside the 
Colosseum, and the ruins 
deposit me in an afternoon 
shadow. It so dominates the 
surrounding area that the 
steady flow of cars around 
it seems like a street of 
flies. Of course, this struc
ture has stood for more 
than 2000 years, while these 
autos maybe 10 years at the 
most. In the face of such an
tiquity, how could the cars 
possibly bother the stone.

So much of it has eroded 
away, yet so much remains. 
That which is gone exposes 
the remains for us to see. 
The remains tell a story. 
Was it that long ago that a 
bloodthirsty Roman mob 
demanded the death of 
some gladiator or of some 
Christian? Was it so long 
ago that Nero was able to 
bring about pandemonium 
with a mere thumbs-up or 
thumbs-down? Was it so 
long ago that cold steel 
sliced a throat, or warm 
claws shredded muscle and 
sinew? History is here in 
blood red, cloth white, and

republic purple. History is 
here in the roar of lions and 
people. History stubbornly 
remains, despite the cons
tant present surrounding it.

Arthur Frommer, well- 
known European traveler, 
says that for him “ the 
grandest sight in Rome...is 
the ‘C am p id oglio ’ , the 
Capitoline Hill, the sight of 
which has caused many a 
tourist actually to weep 
over its sheer beauty. The 
steps and approaches were 
designed by Michelangelo, 
the plaza holds one of the 
few classic bronze statues 
in existence—the Emperor 
M a r c u s  A u r e l iu s  on 
horseback. At night...the 
sounds of the city are stilled 
and the bronze of the statue 
takes on a dull glow.’’ It is 
the present that is stilled in 
my mind. The glow is from 
the past. The shine is from 
a civilization beyond its rise 
and fall. Frommer advises 
me to “go to the back of the 
hill, which overlooks the 
Roman Forum from the 
very best vantage point in 
town, and offers a quiet, 
half-illuminated view of 
(it)...that will cause you to 
reflect upon the rise and 
d e c l in e  o f g r e a t  
civilizations.” It is in this 
very half-illumination that 
one can see the story of 
Rome. In the light, one can 
imagine the rise of an em

pire: the forum was the 
social and political center 
of the City of Seven Hills. 
The marketplace and the 
public rostrum were there. 
But in the shadows can be 
observed the fall of an em
p ire : invasion by b a r
barians, destruction, ruin, 
and the careless fingers of 
time which have crushed 
much. Glory and tears. 
Light and darkness in every 
corner of this city.

F ro m  the ca ta co m b s 
beneath to the Basilica of 
St. Peter, one can observe 
the growth of another em
pire, C hristianity. The 
whole story lies in Rome, 
from its roots steeped in 
pain, death and secrecy to 
its glory and domination of 
art, politics and culture. In 
the State of the Vatican, the 
spiritual head for millions 
of Roman Catholics has 
resided for more than 1500 
years. Under the protective 
wing of this institution, a 
host of artwork has been 
p reserv ed : the S is tin e  
Chapel, with the pain
s ta k in g ly  m a g n if ic e n t 
frescoes of Michelangelo 
live, rooms painted by 
Raphael, sculpture by Ber
nini. Fresco  painting is 
reviving itself in America 
today, but th ese  older 
works are still the true 
m asterpieces. There are 
relics brought to this city by

Who's Stealing Montana?

Jeannette Hartick

In recent legislative ac
tions, subdividers won an 
important victory as the 
Senate voted 31 to 18 to 
“tentatively approve a bill 
to repeal some new social, 
economic and environmen
tal guidelines for local deci
sion making on housing 
developments.”

R e p u b l i c a n  S e n a t o r  
Harold Dover, a contractor 
and p a s t o r  f r o m  
Lewistown, sponsor of the 
r e p e a l ,  c l a i m s  th e  
guidelines enacted in the 
1975 legislature “have been 
the basis for harassment of 
developers and a prolifera
tion of costly red tape ”

Dover also maintains the 
1975 bill is responsible for 
causing unnecessary delays 
and increasing consumer 
costs for badly needed new 
housing.

O pp o n en ts  S e n a t o r s  
Thomas Towe, D-Billings 
and R o b e r t  Wat t ,  D- 
Missoula said “a repeal of 
the guidelines would spell 
more doom for preserva
tion of prime agricultural 
land and wildlife habitat

while promoting disorderly 
development.”

The guidelines which are 
required by the state law 
provides that local deci
sions to approve or disap
prove housing develop
ments have to be based 
upon eight essential criteria 
showing that the develop
ment is in the public in
terest.

These guidelines are: a 
showing or need for subdivi
sion, expressed public opi
nion, and effects of the sub
division on agricu ltu re, 
local services, taxation, the 
n atu ra l  en v i ro n m e n t ,  
wildlife and wildlife habitat 
and public health and 
safety.

Towe said that “ the 
specific guidelines are im
portant tools the state has 
given to local officials to 
back up their decisions.”

Dover, however, believes 
th e  law  is  “ a n t i 
development and that's not 
in the public interest ”

Senator Chet Blaylock, D- 
Billings said the commis
sioners in his county ap
p r e c i a t e  th e  ad d ed

authority and guidance the 
present state law gives 
them.

What is going to happen if 
subdividers, many whom 
are not even native Mon
tanans, develop Montana 
lands without considering 
the critical consequences?

This repeal seems to be a 
step backward and resem
bles past history, with dif
ferent actors. The land 
si tuat ion see ms  to be 
strikingly similar to the 
times of the Middle Ages in 
Europe.

The subdividers become 
in control of land as did the 
kind; the land is then dis
tributed only among those 
who can afford it, mainly 
non-Montanans, as the kind 
only distributed it to his 
worthy vassals. Meanwhile, 
where does the poor or 
middle-man or Montanan 
stand?

In the Middle Ages there 
was always the hope of tak
ing refuge in the New 
World. But where can we go 
today after our agricultural 
land and mountains have 
been exploited by those who 
sought a quick profit?

Helen ,  m o th e r  of the 
Emperor Constantine, in
cluding a piece of the Last 
Supper table ,  and the 
stairway that Christ sup
posedly climbed when he 
was condemned to death by 
Pilate. The Vatican serves 
as the treasure chest for the 
whole of the W est er n  
World. Som ething from 
every era of the past 2500 
years has been deposited 
somewhere in a church or 
museum, from restored 
pagan temples to gold ceil
ings brought  her e  by 
Columbus.

I have returned, but I will 
continue to mentally pic
ture the place I have just 
been. And for a group of 
Carroll students, led once 
again by Sister Miriam 
Claire, a visit to Rome this 
summer will be a sojourn in 
body and mind, much more 
than my daydreaming.  
Many already have felt the 
call of cultures outside our 
own, and more will this

summer. If you feel the 
desire that will take you to 
Rome, contact Sister at her 
office in O'Connell Hall. 
There is still room on this 
year’s jaunt, which leaves 
Calgary on May 16 and then 
gives you 36 days of Euro
pean experience. There are 
three entire days in Rome. 
Also P aris and London, 
Madrid, Venic, Vienna and 
Am sterdam . Adventure 
T r a v e l  S e r v i c e  h a s  
prepared a schedule full of 
experience and economy. 
Talk to Sister, who will 
gladly tell you about prices, 
College credits aid, and all 
the other details. Talk to 
those who have gone, and 
those who are going. If one 
rea l ly  wants to make 
Europe, it is possible. Be 
one of those who on June 20 
will have returned from a 
look at culture and history 
and roots. Europe is glow
ing already in the minds of 
many who look forward to 
the experience of the sum
mer.

Formula for a good Lent
The aim of Lent is 
to know God 
to center down 
to focus attention 
to gather consciousness..- 

..to wait
The fleeting time is a gift 

from God.
The opportunity of the 

forty days, the soul’s spr
ing, is upon us.

The choice of the disciple, 
the one who selects and fol
lows disc ipl ine,  is the 
response, “Yes, I will enter 
the desert, too. I will, by 
God's aid, say ‘no’ and 
create the psychic time and 
space to enter the true 
wilderness of solitude - to 
be still and know God. In 
prayer, in meditation, in 
Holy  C o m m u n i o n ,  in 
fasting, in reading, in serv
ing, in loving, in confessing, 
in forgiving, I shall let God 
change m e.”

Grant to us, Lord, that we 
may know and heed the call 
of our peace. Amen.

Suggestion for a Practical 
Lent

Read a magazine or new
spaper with an outlook dif
ferent from what you usual
ly read.

Stop being positive your 
way is the only way.

Stop a c t in g  m o r a l ly  
superior toward someone 
busily sinning in some 
fashion that doesn’t tempt 
you - or that you haven’t 
been caught at yet.

Stop double-parking on 
Main Street.

T ry  s a y in g :  “ I was 
wrong! ”

As we grow older, it is 
more fun to wear out than 
to rust out.

Rather than curse the 
darkness - try lighting a 
candle.

Remember :  the word 
“God” is more effecitve in 
a prayer than in profanity. 
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BIG ONE
Ski Pants 

KneissI Skis 

Caber Boots 

Sweaters

r F i n e s i  
7 O u td o o r  
\ A d  venture  
I  Sto re

Race On Down!!! 

Sarner Skis 4 0 % O F F  

Dynastar Skis 3 5 % o f f

Any 1975 Lange $ Q ()9 5
Ski Boot O z f
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Ladies Parkas 

Mens Parkas 

Womens Bibs 

Womens Suits

Down Vests

5 0 %  OFF 

4 0 % O F F  

4 0 %  OFF 

2 5 % O F F  

4 0 % o f f  

3 0 % o f f  

4 0 %  OFF 

4 0 %  OFF 

2 0 %  OFF


