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Campus Profile: Brother John Sebastian
by Bette Wingenbach

B r o t h e r  J o h n  is a 
maintenance man on Car- 
roll's campus. I know that 
the majority of people on 
campus know very little 
about this extremely sen
sitive, caring man. I was 
amazed at how little I knew 
about him. After I finished 
talking to him, or him to 
me, I felt like the majority 
is  r e a l l y  m i s s i n g  
s o m e t h i n g .  T h a n k s ,  
Brother John, for sharing a 
part of yourself with Car- 
roll.

“ I ’m from Goldfield, 
Nevada. My dad was Indian 
Commissioner down there 
for 30 years, then he got 
transferred up to Butte. He 
was the federal marshal. 
Then we moved to Basin. 
We lived about 20 miles 
from Basin, up in the hills., 
we moved to Butte when I 
was about 12 . . .

I was a paratrooper in the 
service, and I got jumped 
and got caught, became a 
POW. I was in China. It was 
during the Korean War. I 
was there for 3 years and 
got out. I was so mentally 
out of it that they got me in 
th e  A ir F o r c e  to 
recuperate. So I ’ve been 5 
years in the Air Force, 4 in 
the Army. The Air Force is 
easier...” (I mentioned that 
I had heard him play piano, 
and that I thought he played 
beautifully. He said that 
they broke all his fingers in 
POW camp, and he used 
playing piano to regain the 
use of them. He plays by 
ear-he can't read notes.)

Wooden art from  
China and Japan

NEW YORK (AP)  -  An 
exhibition of 71 works of 
sculpture and decorative 
art in wood, ranging from 
the fifth century B.C. in 
China to the 19th century in 
Japan, will be on display at 
the Asia House Gallery 
through March 27.

The gallery’s winter ex
hibit titled “ Masterworks 
in Wood: China and Japan,” 
was originated by Donald 
Jenkins, director of the 
Portland Art Museum “ to 
show the stupendous range 
of possibilities through 
which the medium could be 
transformed in the skilled 
hands  of Chi nese and 
Japanese craftsmen.”

“Then I tried the Trappist 
Brothers for 3 years. I ’ve 
had 16 years as a Brother. I 
tried Trappists, Benedic
tines, and now I found 
Redemptorists. Trappists 
are s tric t monks. They 
don’t eat meat or fish and 
they never speak...I was in 
the missionary there for 5 
years, near the Amazon. I 
was transferred then to 
P e r u  for  3 y e a r s . . .  
(Brother John said he liked 

it in Brazil because to him 
it was life, not just a job.)

“I’ve been here about 3 
years now. I came here to 
wo r k  f o r  t h e  D r u g  
P r o g r a m . . . I ’m a m i s 
sionary brother, not a 
m aintenance brother. I 
came as a kind of rest in 
between.” (He expressed a 
deep grat i t ude to J i m 
Lester and the maintenance 
crew, who he’s enjoyed 
working with.)

“Three nights a week I 
run a Drug Program  in 
town for parents and kids. 
Every other night, in- 
between nights, I work 
Abortion P rogram s and 
Suicide Programs, broken 
families...I try to get Satur
day and Sunday nights off. 
That’s why I'm usually off 
the base then. I work Satur
day afternoon and Sunday 
afternoon. The rest of the 
night I ’m off. I get home 
about 5. I have a pretty 
tight schedule. This is all on 
my own. Nobody put me up 
to it. The Church doesn’t 
like you to do it. You have 
to have a leader. They don’t 
think brothers are leaders.

..I’m still in vows. I ’m a 
Redemptorist B rother.. 
I ’m not a full brother. Now 

the rule is that when you go 
up for vows, they give you 
time off to make sure that 
you want to be perpetual - 
like being married to the 
Church. Right now I ’m just 
courting her...

day. You can’t slop down. 
I t ’s a vow to m ake us 
change...Diocesan priests 
don’t take the conversion of 
manner vow...

I have to get up early in 
the morning. At five we 
have meditation. So I usual
ly am up by 3:30 or 4:00, 
which I’m used to. I try to

. . to set my goals to help people rather than play roles. . .”

We have four vows.. 
You're allotted so much 

money. I get $28.00 a month 
to blow. So I can’t buy many 
clothes. I wash a lot.. 
Priests make 850.00 and 

brothers make $35.00...The 
four vows are  poverty, 
chastity, obedience, and 
conversion of manner .  
Conversion of manner is 
where I take a vow that I 
have to get better every

go to bed about 12.00...I’m 
used to it. When I was in 
POW camp, I couldn’t sleep 
for 4 or 5 days because I 
was afraid of getting tor
tured, so I used to stay 
awake. They gave electric 
shocks to wake you up...I 
try to sleep between 6 and 7. 
I get up, then go back to bed 
and try to sleep for an hour. 
That seems to be pretty 
good.

WANTED: One violin, bow, 
and case. Contact Al Pope 
at 443-2859 or catch him in 
his office.

Obtain Funds 

From

Foundations

The American College 
and U niversity Service 
Bureau announces a service 
to aid students, both un

d e r g r a d u a t e s  a n d  
graduates, to obtain funds 
from foundations.

The bu reau ’s d irecto r 
says, “ There are hundreds 
of foundations with millions 
of dollars in funds ear
marked to aid students in 
meeting the cost of higher 
educations that goes un
touched each year. Why? 
Students do not know of the 
foundation or foundations 
or how to go about obtaining 
these funds.”

The bureau offers its ser
vices to deserving students 
by supplying names of foun
dations and guidance as to 
how to go about obtaining 
funds from same.

For more details on this 
service interested students 
may write:

American College and 
Service Bureau

Dept S
1728 - 5050 Poplar Ave.
Memphis, TN 38157

I have a hard time with 
the priests here. Between 
the Missionary Priests and 
th e  Di oce s an  P r i e s t s ,  
there’s a unique difference. 
One is trying to live with 
the poor people-the Mis
sionary Priests. Diocesan 
Priests seem to like middle- 
class people...” (Brother 
John said he likes working 
with the suffering, not the 
middle-class. He likes to 
suffer with people, not look 
at their suffering.)

“ Many of the priests 
around here just don’t know 
how to r e l a t e  to kids 
because they never suffer 
m u c h .  T h e y ’r e  f r o m  
middle-class people...

Merely to find Christ in 
people is the most impor
tant thing about life - to set 
my goals to help people, 
rather than play roles with 
people. There’s a big dif
ference. A lot of our priests 
play different roles than I 
do. We have roles we play. 
The trouble is, many priests

and brothers live in these 
roles and they never grow 
up to find their final goals. 
So they just keep playing 
their games...They don’t 
mingle among the people. A 
lot of the priests don’t go 
through the mess hall and 
talk because it’s not in their 
role game. Their friends 
are off the base...A lot of 
the kids here don’t know 
what I do. I guess the ma
jority don’t know I ’m a 
brother...Some call me just 
the man with sloppy clothes 
who walks around.”

I think the reason I was so 
impressed with Brother 
John is because he’s so 
down to earth, and he chal
lenges me to think about the 
way I relate to people, and 
what I think is important in 
life. Brother John said he 
would r a t h e r  j u s t  do 
something than talk about 
it. I think there’s something 
in that for all of us at Car- 
r ol l .  I t h i n k  t h e r e ’s 
something in all he said for 
all of us.


