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thistles
We have received a variety ot comments concern

ing the Tumbleweed In the past week. We are 
pleased as It caused the staff to take another look at 
Its good points and Its bad. Because we wanted to 
get a broader perspective on what people’s opinions 
were concerning the Tumbleweed, Rob Blotkamp, a 
staff member, and myself Interviewed a variety of 
people - including staff, faculty, and students.

The questions we asked were: (!) What articles 
would you like to see in the Tumbleweed that aren t? 
(2) Do you have any Ideas for getting more students 
interested in working on the paper? (3) Do you feel a 
Carroll newspaper is a beneficial publication?

In hopes of providing some ideas for next year’s 
staff, and to inform current Carroll personnel what 
some of their friends were thinking, here is a sum
mary of the ideas we found.

The staff is still open to any comments from the 
students or faculty and administration. Any letters 
can simply be addressed to the Tumbleweed.

Bette Wingenbach, Editor

“I would like to see articles representing a wider 
range of viewpoints among the students. A small 
number of people are doing the writing because other 
people won’t.

A lot of people complain, but I ’d rather see them 
write things they consider other viewpoints than just 
complain. Complainers should write. Work through 
organizations.

By and large, it’s beneficial. It’s been a very good 
thing to have a newspaper, imperfect, but beneficial. It 
gives people an opportunity to express what they want 
to say, it provides communication, and it livens things 
up once in a while.”

DR. KERINS, president

”1 like editorial cartoons. They might also try to put 
in a section on activities for students—camping, 
hiking—take advantage of the area.

I think the paper is beneficial if it is meaningful to the 
students.”

GEORGE LUMBERT, student

“I think you could have articles relating to students 
and faculty - the college community as a whole, and the 
Helena community. I think there could be more politics, 
social affairs, cultural activities. There could be more 
activities students are involved in. Highlight the stu
dents. Student profiles have been very good.

Either credit should be given, or more financial 
remuneration. Usually a paper is a full-time Job. You 
could sponsor competitive writing contests. You could 
also sponsor activities or forums.
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From my perspective, a paper is essential. A student 
body without a school newspaper is an admission of a 
dead student body.”

DR. BILL LANG, professor

“I guess I ’d like to know more about what goes on at 
the Senate meetings and things like that. All of a sudden 
you hear they’re putting girls up at Charles. What I do 
like is the Student Profile.

Ideas for involvement is something I’d have to think 
about. It seems like everyone is so apathetic on 
anything around here.

It’s not as bad this year as it was last year. I ’ve 
noticed a change in the paper.”

PATTY MCDONALD, Student

”1 would like to see articles having to do with the stu
dent achievements, the academic area, and other 
areas.

Perhaps if it was under the direction of a class, there 
might be better writing.

Yes, I think it’s beneficial.”
FATHER COURTNEY

“The paper is really negative. I wish they would have 
more positive things in it, maybe give the faculty a pat 
on the back.

I think the editor can get a lot of people to write a lot 
of articles.

Yes, I think you should have a paper.”
DAN RITTER, student

“You need articles that reflect student interest, 
academically, athletically, socially, etc;. I think you 
could have in-depth stories, stories that create con
troversy.

To create readership, you have to put out a newspaper 
that people will read. Work through different groups to 
get involvement, not cliques. If you really work at it, 
you can find people willing to donate their time and 
create input. Maybe some senior faculty member could

advise you. You have to make people think. You have to 
ask more people.

I believe in the paper. I may not agree with it all the 
time, but it can be educational.”

RUSS RITTER, Development Director

"I think the paper’s really improved over last year.
Maybe you could have a discussion of things on 

campus that are going on.
I think it's doing a good job now.”

KATHY RUSSELL, Student

“ I’d like to see articles of general interest instead of 
articles with a particular point of view. Too small a 
group writes all the articles.

You might ask students who serve on committees, 
presidents of clubs, and set up a reporting system with 
the paper.

This past year it hasn’t been as beneficial to the en
tire student body because the articles come from a very 
small minority of the students. . .If more faculty, ad
ministrators, and students had a chance to have an in
put, perhaps there would be more of a balance.”

DANNETTE SULLIVAN, Registrar’s Office

“I think I’d like to see happenings on campus, 
employment opportunities, and not so much opinion. 
Something like the Student Profile I don’t really get off 
on.

But at least something’s being done. Some things are 
being said. Yes, I think it’s really beneficial.”

UNIDENTIFIED Student

“Some of the articles last year that Cindy used to get 
from CPS (College Press Service) were excellent arti
cles. I enjoyed them. I’d like to see more articles about 
departments or things happening on campus with more 
fact and less opinion.

I see a newspaper as being beneficial, but not the pre
sent one.”

MIKE WALSH, Resident Director
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Dear Editor,
I am so tired of the personal attacks made against the 

students, faculty, and administration in YOUR paper. 
Oh, I must admit it was comical for the first issue, but I 
am sick of picking up a copy of the Tumbleweed and 
read to see who you are stabbing in the back this week!

It also apears that the paper *s being used as a soap 
box for a few people associated with your staff! I 
realize that it is difficult to obtain articles submitted by 
the students. I believe your staff’s job is to report the 
news. Well, why not obtain both views for your major 
disaster of the week?

In my opinion, Carroll has alot going for her (if you 
would hear her out!) Sure, she has her problems, but 
why don’t we try to solve them, rather than cause more 
friction? Every time I read the Tumbleweed a cloud of 
gloom hovers over me, and I believe the staff is con
tributing to tearing down the morality of the students, 
faculty and staff.

Having been a student for three years at Carroll I 
have experienced some of the warmest friendships, the 
most dedicated professors, and the most concerned per
sonnel. I am sure if you contemplate on this, you too 
will find that the good outweighs the bad.

CARROLL, I’M STILL WITH YOU!
Sincerely, 

Stephen “Gino” Girolami

l l ia n k s
Dear Editor,

I wish I could express the joy I feel about your student 
profile series. This is one of, if not the greatest service 
the Tumbleweed is performing for Carroll’s campus. I 
say this sincerely because Carroll is a school built upon 
people. People we should come to know and love in 
some way regardless of how insignificant. This venture 
helps complete Carroll in this small way.

Thanks, 
Doug Lowney

d is il lu s io n e d
Dear Editor:

Within your new m asthead appear the words,

“Tumbleweed - a growing, rolling freedom of expres
sion,” which, as we take it, is the image that you are 
trying to promote for the Tumbleweed-an image of free 
expression.

In the past year, however, we have become disil
lusioned with the Tumbleweed. Evidently so have 
others, who refer to it as the Trashweed or the Campus 
Rag. It is becoming more appropriate to refer to it as 
the Wingenbach-Sevier Journal of Personal Causes, 
because masking that freedom of expression is a 
somewhat phony attempt at radicalism for the sake of 
radicalism.

The attempt to sell sensationalism by reporting the 
nefarious hapenings of Group In teraction  was 
overshadowed by the fact that the author himself was 
personally involved in this dilemma, and failed to 
report it in an unbiased manner. The careful manipula
tion of it onto the top of page one seemed like an at
tempt to make a mountain out of what is a molehill to 
nearly everyone else.

In addition, the editorial of the last issue dealt with 
another personal cause of both the Editor and Mr. 
Sevier - the crusade against gluttony and waste. No 
matter how good your intentions and no m atter whether 
or not we agree with your issues, the Tumbleweed is not 
presenting a balance of information that we believe it 
should. Your approaches are giving the impression that 
you are using the Tumbleweed as a crusade pamphlet to 
manipulate campus thinking - to agree with yours. It 
has reached the point where everyone knows what the 
headline stories will be before the issue is sent to press 
simply from knowing what the latest activities of the 
staff are. The Tumbleweed is failing to express a wider 
variety of viewpoints because as reporters, you are fail
ing to find news that you yourselves aren’t involved in 
personally.

In your last editorial you discuss the waste of 
resources. Why don’t  you take the first step and cut 
down on the number of Tumbleweeds that are printed? 
The excess, unused Tumbleweeds are definitely a waste 
of paper.

The attempt to present a “ rolling, growing freedom 
of expression” should be more properly restated as a 
“ rolling, growing expression of freedom.” We would 
much rather find interesting articles, clearer photos, 
and an organized layout instead of propaganda sup
porting your personal causes.

Thank you.
Sincerely, 

Greg Mullowney 
Sue Nicholas 

Doug Diehl 
Jeff Phillips


